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THE TREATY ILLEGALITY OF THE coast | tonnage dues or other dues wuler whatever the shape of increased trading 
denomination, shall be levied on them in: by 


‘TRADE DUTIES LEVIED BY THE CHINESE 
GOVERNMENT ON BRITISH AND FOREIGN 
SHIPPING, 


Ir has been already pointed out ina pub- 
ished paper on “British Shipping Interests 
in China,” that by the European and Ameri- 
can Treaties concluded with the Chinese 
Government at Tientsin in 1858, the privi- 
Jege of trading in Chinese produce between 
the different ports of the Chinese coast was 
accorded to foreign vessels, on the mere 
payment of tonnage dues not exceeding four 
Zaace per ton once in every four months (See 
“Articles XI and XXIX of British Treaty), 
and moreover, that should such vessels be 
solely employed for the conveyance of 
passengers, baggage, letters, articles of pro- 
Mision, or othr articles not subject to duty 
between any of the open sports, ‘they should 
‘be even exempt from such payment, and so 
be admitted to the entire coasting trade of 
China, on her rivers and seaboard, wherevor 
trade was to be established, free from all 
taxation whatever, (See Article XXXI of 
British Treaty.) It is, therefore, astonish- 
ing to find that, notwithstanding these clear 
and summary ’Treaty stipulations, there 
should be leviod in addition to the above 
mentioned dues on vessels engaged in the 
coasting trade of China, another serious tax 
{n tho shape of a coast rmapz Dury, which 
thougli nominally charged on the cargoes of 
native produce carried by foreign vessels, is 
substantially an equivalent impost indirect 
ly burthening the shipping employed on the 
thinese coast, and amounting in the year 
1876 to Tis. '1,104,448.0.0, or more than 
tenfold the amount of the total tonnage 
dues (Tis. 104,803) collected under the 
Treaties from the foreign coasting traders; 
80 that instead of the legitimate duty of 
four mace per ton for every four months 
which was settled by Treaty, an actual 
amount of four taels and four mace per ton 
for every four months is now levied by the 
Chinese Government on all foreign shippin, 
trading on its coast, making an annu 
taxation of thirteen taels and two mace per 
ton, or nearly the equivalent of one-fifth of 
the’ entire cost of every vessel sont out to 
China from Europe and America for the 
coasting trade, which is thus absorbed for 
the benefit of the Manchu reigning dynasty 
of China without its having any general 
Treaty right to do so. 
Tt should besides be observed, in order to 
et a right view of the anomalous nature of 
this oppressive tax, exacted by the Chinese 
Government, that ‘it is not levied on some 
miserable African or Asiatic second-rate 
nation which is unabletoremonstrate against 
such burthens being imposed on it, but that 
it is actually extracted from such powerful 
states as Great Britain, France, 9; 
and other European powers, and the United 
States of America; and that these nations, 
possessing ample means in their hands for 
liberating their shipping from this over- 
Phelming taxation, aro quietly submitting 
to it wit Hout making the slightest effort to 
get rid of it 
__ What makes this affair still more aston- 
ishing, is that in nearly all tho Treaties 
between those Western nations it is express- 
ly stipulated, even when the coasting trade 
ihas been thrown open to foreigners, that no 














excess of what ts levied on native vessels engaged 


in the same trade, so that the Chinese | 
Government has been treated with in an! 
exceptionally favourable manner by these | 


privileges 
being granted to foreigners by way of 
exchange over and above what they had 
secured by Treaty. It is only by referring 
to the antecedent circumstances of the 
transaction that any light can be obtained 


western nations in this respect, by even jas to how the Chinese managed to effect 
allowing it to levy differential tonnage dues | the recognition of this tax. ‘To do this it 


on their ships, in opposition to their own | 


erally received customs as observed by 
Western nations amongst themselves; and 
still more so by allowing it to impose a 
coasting trade duty in addition to the duties 
already levied in excess of international 
usage on this point.* It is not too much 
to assert, that no one of the Western nations 
before named would submit to such a crush- 
ing additional taxation on their shipping as 
that above-mentioned, if it were sought to 
be imposed on any one of them by the 
others as the condition of their being 
admitted to the liberty of the coasting trade. 

‘As the present scale of tonnage dues has 
been settled by Treaty, there is no intention 
here of slaying any special stress on the 
unusual concessions made by foreign nations 
to. China in the payment of higher dues 
than are paid by native junks, with the 
view of now calling in question the treaty 
stipulations thereanent, and which have 
been unfortunately acquiesced in, against 
all precedent of international agree- 
ments. Attention is merely now drawn to 
this exceptional state of affairs, in order to 
point out the expediency of hereafter assi- 
milating the Treaties with China to those 
contracted between Western powers, when 
the period for their revision takes place ; 
and also to show more strongly the un- 
reasonableness of the Chinese Government's 
inflicting an additional burthen on British 
and other foreign shipping by the Coast 


Trade Duty, while it has already secured | 


larger tonnage dues from them than any 
other nation collects from ships frequenting 
its own coasts. 

It is specially to the Coast Trade Duty 
that the following observations are directed, 
so that the question may be considered wi 
the view of: altogether getting rid of this 
burthensome and illegal taxation when some 
fitting opportunity occurs. This matter has 
been already most ably treated by the 
Shanghai Chamber of Commerce some years 

; but it is now re-opened, as hitherto all 
efforts to get the grievance ‘complained of 
removed have not yet been successful, and 
it is expedient to show that it is not acqui- 
esced in, lest the old proverb, “Silence gives 
consent,” should be alleged for its con- 
tinuance. First of all the question suggests 
itself, how was it that so grievous a tax on 
foreign shipping, for which there is no 
foundation in the Treaties, was ever allowed. 
by the’ British Government in the first 
instance, and afterwards by the other 
Treaty powers blindly following suit?’ Un- 
fortunately, the records of the transaction 
offer no satisfactory explanation for this 
restriction on the freedom of the coasting 
trade being introduced. Neither is there 
any evidence to show that it was admitted 
through some adequate compensation in 
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will be necessary to go back to the year 
1858, and to the events immediately after 
the Tientsin Treaty was signed, when that 

tematic encroachment on the Treaty pri- 
vileges of foreigners was commenced, of 
which the Coast Trade Duty is one of tho 
most conspicuous instances. 

It will doubtless be remembered that 
the British Treaty of Tientsin was signed 
on the 26th June, 1858, and that in Are 
ticle XXVI it was provided “that the 
“Emperor of China was to depute a high 
“officer of the Board of Revenue to meet 
“at Shanghai officers to be deputed on 
“behalf of the British Government, to 
“consider the revision of the tariff, in 
“order that the tariff as thus revised 
“might come into operation immediately 
“after the ratification of the Treaty 

The object of the Commission 
pointed under the Treaty was explicit, 

It was merely to revise the tariff, and 
nothing else; as everything had been ar- 
ranged in the Treaty but that. Lord Elgin 
had some misgivings about this Commis- 
sion. It is stated at page 276 of his corres- 
pondence that while waiting at Shanghai, 
before the Commissioners had arrived, 
circumstances had come to his Lordship’s 
knowledge which gave him reason to fear 
they might be disposed to call in question 
some of the privileges conceded under, the 
Treaty, and though partly on his guard 
against their duplicity, his mind was guided 
by such a thorough sense of honor that he 
could only have supposed the Chinese had 
similar feelings. Lord Elgin wrote on 10th 
October, “T have reason to suspect 
“that the Commi mers came here with 
“some hope that they might make diffi- 
“culties about some of the concessions 
“obtained in the Treaty recently signed.” 
Notwithstanding all these suspicions in the 
mind of Lord ra) gin, the Chinese Commis- 
sioners managed bythe 8th of November, 
1858, to conclude an arrangement with him 
which was intended to deprive one of the 
principal clauses of the ‘Treaty of its chief 
‘object, and which paved the way for the 
Coast "Trade Duty being introduced Inter 
on. In the preamble of the agreement con 
cluded at Shanghai it is set forth, “that 
“the conference had been held in pursuanco 
of the Tientsin Treaty provision, for the 
“purpose of determining the amount of 
“tariff duties and transit dues to be hence- 
‘forth levied, and that the high Commis- 
“sioners had’ determined upon the revised 
“tariff thereto appended, together with other 
“rules and regulations for the better explana- 
“tion of the treaty aforesaid” ; as though 
the latter position of the Commissioners’ 
work were equally sanctioned by the Tien- 
tsin Treaty as the first-mentioned part. 
‘This was a misleading statement, and there 
can be no doubt but that the Commissioners 
on both sides, in framing these rules and 
explanations of the Treaty, went beyond 
the scope provided for by its Article XX VI, 
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and that they thereby exceeded the powers 
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conferred by treaty under which they alone 
had any right to meet. It certainly was not 
Lord Elgin who introduced the modifica- 
tions of the Treaty which the rules and re- 
gulations were intended to effect, and from 
his Lordship’s despatches to the Foreign 
Office it is evident he was under the im-| 
pression that he had conceded nothing in 
them that could be construed as contrary 
to the Treaty. In, his Lordship’s letter to 
the Chinese Commissioners Queiliang, Hwa- | 
shana, &c., of 25th October, 1858, he ex-| 
pressly declared, “It is the duty of the 
“undersigned at once to declare emphati- 
“cally that it is not in his power to alter or 
“modify the condition of the Treaty signed 
“at Tientsin.” And a few days later he 
again wrote to the same, “The undersigned 
“is resolved by no act or word to abate one 
“tittle of the rights secured to his Govern- 
“ment by Treaty,” so that it would really 
appear that the violations of the Treaty 
which the Chinese Government proposed 
effecting by the rules and regulations, ‘were 
either not understood by Lord Elgin, or 
that he considered he had lodged a sufficient 
rotest against their being operative in that 
ection. The minutes of the Conference 
show that it was the Chinese Commissioners 
‘who sought to introduce certain changes in. 
the Treaty by the recognition of those ap- 
ended rules, It is difficult to account for 
ord Elgin’s assenting to them unless he 
hhad some idea that they were in no way 
destructive of the Treaty, and that the 
‘Treaty held good in spite of them, for by 
the letters above cited he seems to have 
deon quite on his guard against some anti- 
cipated attompia to invalidate the Treaty, 
‘and to have declared he possessed no au- 
thority to do anything that could produce 
such a result. It is remarkable that Lord 
Elgin's diplomatic colleague, Baron Gros, 
the French Plenipotentiary, had also as- 
sented to these same rules at the Shanghai 
Conference, but his case was different from 
Lord Elgin’s, and his position was better 
secured against any harm arising to French 
interests through his assenting to the regu: 
lations, It so happens that in the XL Ar- 
ticle of the French Treaty provision was 
made for the eventuality of all future modi- 
fications of the tariff or of duties, for it was 
‘oxplicitly stated there that no Fegulations 
should over havo any binding forco on 
French subjects which were not expressly 
Snentioned in that Treaty, so that Baron 
Gros was quite at liberty to sign any such 
rogulations without prejudice to his own 
Treaty, which reads as follows—“Tl est 
“Qailleurs entendu, que toute obligation 
«non consignée expressement dans la presente 
“convention, ne saura étre imposée aux 
«Qonsuls, on aux agents Consulaires, non 
«plus qwaux leurs nationaux.” Whatever 
therefore Baron Gros assented to in the 
now regulations could not be legally of any 








effect, so long as he did not formally re- | been 


nounce the reserved right secured to France 
by Article XL of his Treaty. Possibly Lord 
Elgin had some idea that he was similarly 
secured against any surreptitious modifica 
‘tions of the British Treaty. Whether he 
‘was so or not, the 4th Article of the British 
Treaty conferred by participation all the im- 
munities for British commerce which the 
French Plenipotentiary had thereby secured 
for his own countrymen, and practically 
“Article XL of the French Treaty invalidated 
by anticipation any possible regulations 
afterwards made contrary to its stipulations, 
‘and thus by their solidarity with the French, 
British interests in China were legally pro- 
tected against all the intrigues that might 
‘be made to subvert them. 

Of course one of the chief of these ob- 
noxiz:is regulations was direcled against the 
foreign coasting trade, and the special ob- 
ject the Chinese had there in view will be 
etter understood by recalling the Treaty 
alause which the regulation was intended to 
subvert. Article XT of the treaty. provides 
that “British subjects may frequent all the 
open northern and southern coast ports 
“therein named, and carry on trade there 








“with whomsoever they please, and proceed 
“to and from at pleasure with their vessels 
“and merchandise. Now, as peas and 
beancake are the principal merchandise in 
which British subjects had thus acquired a 
right to trade and to convey to and from in 
their ships at the ports of Chefoo and New- 
chwang, they had consequently obtained a 
right to Frise these articles at those 
ports, and to ship them to other ports on 
the Chinese coast for sale. Experience has 
shown how important an advantage thereby 
h shipping, for in the year 
1876 the quantities of those articles exported. 
from the two northern ports in foreign ves- 
sels of. all. nationalities amounted to over 
180,000 tons weight. It is not astonishing 
therefore that the Chinese Government 
sought to render valueless the Treaty stipu- 
lation permitting such a profitable branch 
of trade to British vessels ; and to do so, 
thoy persuaded the British Commissioners, 
who could have known but little of the 
special resources of the northern ports, to 
agree to Clause 4 of Rule V, which is as 
follows :—‘The export of pulse and bean- 
cake from Tungchau (Chefoo) and New- 
“‘chwang under the British prohi- 
ited. From any other of the open ports 
“they may be shipped, on payment of the 
“tariff duty, either to other ports in China, 
“or to foreign countries.” 

‘The Chinese moreover matiaged to insert 
a heading to this rule, which helped to 
divert attention from what was being done, 
by classifying peas and beancake amongst 
“commodities heretofore contraband,” al- 
though they knew that those articles from 
time immemorial had been a considerable 
and legitimate element in the coasting trade 
of China, The real meaning of the rule 
was, that British vessels were to be excluded 
from the vight, acquired by the ‘Tientsin 
‘Treaty of Tientsin, of trading in pulse and 
beancake at the only ports where those articles 
are produced and can be bought in large quan- 
tities ; and that in consideration of the sur- 
render of a real privilege they were to be 
‘lowed the nominal anf fiotitions privilege 
of trading in the samo artiles a those ports 
only whence they could not be shipped!!! 

ne can only suppose that the British 
Commissioners consented to this regulation 
under the mistaken presumption that peas 
and beancake could be shipped from the 
other ports therein alluded to. “This pre- 
sumption was far from being in accordance 
with the true state of the case, as the 
southern ports which remained open to the 
trade in these artioles do not provuce peas 
‘and beancake for export, and the port of 
‘Tientsin was not yet opened in 1858, when 
the ation was framed, and when it was 
opened in 1860, it was found not to possess 
any export trade in either pulse or bean- 
cake worth mentioning. The Chinese Com- 
missioners on their own side must have 
fectly aware all the time they were 
negotiating with Lord Elgin, that the 
imaginary privilege which they induced his 
Lordship to accept in exchange for yielding 
the point about the two Northern ports, 
was so comparatively worthless to British 
trado that it did not compensate in any 
way for the exclusion of British shipping 
from one of the chief sources of employ- 
ment on the coast of China, and it is 
evident that the rule was only brought 
about by a suppressio veri. So that there 
is a sufficient reason for calling in question 
the validity of the agreement. 

‘The regulation had no immediate effect, 
owing to the delay in the ratification of the 
‘Treaty caused by the disaster of Taku in 
1859, and when the Convention was signed 
after the war in 1860, the real meaning 
of the appended rules was overlooked in 
the eagerness to bring all questions to an 
immediate termination. The Chinese in 
the meantime had secured in reserve the 
weapons for obstructing the growth of the 
coasting trade in British vessels, ready to 
he used “at the proper cppateity ; aad 
they patiently bided their time... This op- 
portunity occurred in 1861 : Which was the 
















most disastrous year for British interests 
that hag occurred during the whole period 
from the last war till now. In that year 
the first and immediate eonsequences of the 
Tientsin regulations, so detrimental to 
British commerce, were manifested and 
developed. ee 

‘The first anti-foreign measure appeared 
in July, 1861. On tho 1st of July, 1861, 
Prince Kung addressed the British Legation 
a despatch, stating, that as the treaties 
contained nothing “explicit regarding. the 
re-importation into the open ports of pro- 
uce that has been exported by the foreigner, 
it is proposed that all native produce 
exported, after payment of the Tariff duty, 
shall, on re-importation into any open port, 
be made to pay either » full tariff, or @ 
transit dus, that in half tariff duty.” If it 
pay fall tariff duty, the eolletion wil be 
able to the deduction of the indemnity. 
ft pay only the, suim equal toa transi 
duty, this will not amount to much, and will 
not be liable to the deduction of the in 


demnity. 
Sir F. Bruce promised to consider the 
question, and it was not finally settled until 
jctober, 1861. Meanwhile, without wai 
ing for the British Minister's consent, the 
Chinese Government set about levying the 
tax as if it had been, recognised, and 
hazarded the assertion that it was provided 
by Treaty, although Prince Kung had 
avowed inthe above-mentioned despatch 
that the Treaties contained nothing explicit 
regarding duties on Chinese produce taken 
from one coast port to another. On the 
22nd July, a notice was issued by the 
Customs at Shanghai, headed—“ Rules 
regarding the importation and exportation 
of Chinese produce.” < 

Rozz L— Foreign merchants in export- 
“ing Chinese produce from Shanghai, pay, 
‘<aeit is proviged in the Treaty, the inlan 
“half duty and the export tariff duty.” 

Rote I.—* Foreign merghants in bring- 
“<ing merchandise from the Yangtsze river, 
“have only to pay the inland or half duty 
at the timo of importation, &e., &e.” 

Roze IH.— Foreign merchants in con- 
“veying Chinese produce from Shanghai 
“into the Yangtszo river have to pay the 
inland or half duty.” 

This was the preparatory stop for 
establishing the Coast Tride Duty. In 
order to make the claim to do so all the 
more plausible, it was confidently stated 
that the tax sought to be levied was already 
provided for by Treaty, although there is 
not a word in either the ‘Treaty or the ap- 
pended rules that sanctions such an assump- 
tion. The most that could be urged in 
defence of these new Customs regulations, 
is that, by regulation No. 7, ‘permission 
“to export produce which cannot be proved 
«< to have paid its transit dues will be refused 
«by the Customs until the transit dues shall 
“have been paid,” but in the new Customs 
rule the inland duty which is substituted 
for the transit dues is made payable without 
any mention of such contingent circum: 
stances, and it was therefore irregular even 
onthat ground: Besides, the claim advanced 
for identifying the export of produce with 
what Rule If terms“ conveying produce 
from Shanghai into the Yangtsce,” is al- 
together unwarranted. It will be shown 
later on, that the export of produce means 
carrying’ it from China to foreign countries, 
and that the tariff was only framed with 
that view, and not ‘with reference to the 
coast trade. “Co n’est que le premier pas 

mui conte ;” and so the Chinese having taken 
the resolution to launch their wrong state- 
ment about the Treaty sanctioning the new 
tax, they adhered to it and forced it on to 
its further development. They had only 
claimed a right in the first instance to levy 
a tax equivalent to half of the tariff daty, 
‘on Chinese produce conveyed to the river 
ports, but they soon after extended tho 
same claim to the conveyance of Chinese 
prodixce to and from all other coast 

















rid thia ‘wan tho real Beginning of tho 
genéral Coast Trade Duty. 
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Naturally enough the British Chamber of 
Commerce at Shanghai took alarm at such a 
meastire, and on 20th July, 1861, the Chair- 
man, Mr. Antrobus, called the attention of 
‘Her Majesty's Consul to the subject of these 
new rules, first, “as being promulgated 
‘without’ the previous consent of the 
“British Superintendent of Trade, and 
“secondly, because it was very clearly 
“defined by Treaty that such duty was not 
“leviable on Chinese produce when trans- 
“ported from one Treaty port to another.” 
H.B.M.’s Consul replied, he had been 
informed by the Superintendent of Customs, 
that these regulations were only a temporary 
measure—that they could not be recognised 
—but that the Superintendent persisted in 








ferred to the British Minister at Peking, 

+ and on the 23rd September, 1861, the 
Consul published under instruction from 
the Minister, that “the British merchant 
“who buys and sells at the port of ship- 
‘ment has nothing to do with the payment 
“of any duty except the one specified in the 
“tariff of exports and imports.” This prompt 
declaration at once quashed Rule I, and 
also disposed of the pretended sanction by 
the Treaty of its contents, which the Chinese 
Government had so temerarily asserted. 
‘The Minister further declared, ‘that he 
« did not admit the principle, on which the 
“‘exaction of transit dues at Shanghai in 
“goods despatched up or brought down 
«the Yangtsze river is founded,” thus giving 
the coup de grace to Rules II and: IIT. 

The Chamber of Commerce had also 
drawn the Consul’s attention to the stop- 
page of the issue of exemption certificates 
‘on China produce carried from one port to 
another, as this formed part of the scheme 
against ‘the liberty of the coasting trade. 

‘his procedure on the part of the Chinese 
Government was an arbitrary measure pur- 
posely adopted before it had been discussed 
with H.B.M. Minister, for immediately 
levying the full export duty at port of 
shipment and full import tariff duty at the 
Chinese port of discharge, which’ Prince 
Kung had submitted in his despatch of July, 
1861, to Sir F, Bruce ; thus endeavouring 
by a stretch of authority to get a double 
duty out of the British merchant who dealt 
in such articles. The British Minister's 
attention having been also called to this 
point, he wrote a letter saying he had agreed 
that the tariff duty should be paid at.the 
port of shipment, but only half such duty 
at the port of discharge!!! ‘This was an 
unfortunate compromise in favor of the 
Chinese claim, for it might have been 
withstood entirely on the ground admitted 
by Prince Kung that no provision had been 
made by Treaty for the payment of any 
duty whatever on Chinese produce carried 
coastwise. The only duty recognised as 
payable in this branch of trado was that in 
Rule V appended to the treaty, making peas 
and beaneake pay an equivalent to the 
export duty when shipped coastiwise, but no 
mention had been aden the Rules or Treaty 
of any such duty being liable on sugar and 
other Chinese produce, and the very mention 
in the Rule of this duty being specially 
chargeable on peas and beancake alone, 
implied it had not been provided for by the 
‘Treaty, nor that a similar duty had been 
imposed by Treaty upon other articles of 
Chinese produce. "It is difficult, therefore, 
to understand why Her Majesty's Mi- 
nister acquiesced in the Chinese demands. 
Perhaps, as much stress is laid in his 
letter on the full tariff duty being 
amenable towards payment of the war 
indemnity, (about which there was unusual 
concern until it was all paid,) this might 
have been some reason for consenting to 
the payment of this full duty as facilitating 
the liquidation of the indemnity ; but the 
half duty had nothing to do with any such 
motives, as it was declared not to be amen- 
able to the indemnity, though if it had been 
recognised by Treaty it would have been 


equally amenable with the other duties, so 
that this exclusion of it from the liability 
proves its Treaty illegality. Sir F, Bruce 
described this half duty “as being in the 
nature of a transit duty,” but as he has 
left no record of the reasons which induced 
him to perceive the similarity between the 
tivo duties, it is quite impossible to discover 
how any analogous obligation could be made 
out of it. He merely added, “This Rule 
“will apply to the cargo of the above de- 
“nomination carried up and down the river 
“Yangtsze.” If the half duty could be 
vigwed asa transit duty, and if there were 
a obligation of foreigners i i 
‘aides these eal circumstances, the Ghisose 
might have had some sort of a title to ask 
for the half duty on produce carried over 
its rivers in foreign vessels ; but it must be 
stated in fairness to the Chinese Govern- 
ment that it never founded its claim to the 
Coast Trade Duty on any relation between 
that and the transit duty, so that practically 
it is not worth while discussing whether 
the Coast Trade Duty is or is not of the 
nature of a transit duty. After settling 
the rule of taxation for the river ports, Sir 
F. Bruce by a sudden turn of phrase, ex- 
tended the same so as to include all the 
open ports. “Imports and exports in the 
“eoast trade to be liable, under the 
“understanding now declared (N.B. not 
“under any clause of the Treaty), to pay 
y half tariff duty more than imports and 
“exports in the trade between China and 
“foreign countries.” This gave up the 
whole point at issue, not because either of 
the mentioned duties on Chinese produce 
was negociated by Treaty, but through 
some understanding arrived at, with the 
Chinese Government; so that this private 
arrangemeht was made to override 
Treaty rights of British merchants and 
gratuitously increase the taxation on their 
trade. Her Majesty's Minister, however, 
did not then make the Rule universal or 
applicable to all Chinese produce, for he 
expressly excepted the principal northern 
Chinese produce from its operation. 
“Pulse and beancake are declared by H.M. 
« Minister to be separately provided for by 





« the 5th Article of the Treaty Rules.” This | half 


did not amount to much in the shape of 
advantage to British trade, as the coasting 
trade in pulse and beancake had been 
adroitly confined by the Chinese to the 
only ports whenee they could not exported 
atall, and the refusal fo allow an additional 
half ‘duty to be levied on these articles 
was simply xt, seeing that no fore 
coasting trade in them existed on which i 
could be charged. It will be seen pre- 
sently that even ‘this precautionary re- 
servation against any extra taxation on 
northern produce beyond what Rule 5 
specified, was withdrawn as soon as the 
Chinese were induced to fulfil their Treaty 
obligations of opening all the ports to trade 
in these articles, and the previous declara- 
tion in favor of their being exempted from 
the additional half duty was allowed to 
become ineffectual. The decision on the 
Coast Trade Duty was consequently adopted 
and put in final form by the following 
notification published at Shanghai -— 

“The undersigned has received the fol- 
“lowing regulations respecting the coast 
“trade and trade in the Yang-tsze Kiang, 
“from HM. Envoy Extraordinary, with 
‘instructions to circulate them for the 
“guidance of all concerned.” 


Joux Marxuax, 
H.B.M. Vice-Consul, in charge. 

British Consulate, 30th October, 1861. 

“Recuration I.—Coast trade duty.— 
“Native produce carried coastwise pays 
« fall Export Duty at the port of shipment, 
“and at the port of entry Coast Trade 
“Duty, the amount of which is declared to 
“<be half import duty.” 

It can be thus seen how this important 
tax was introduced and sanctioned. It had 









been previously declared by the samo 
Minister who allowed it to be levied, that 


the | of Coast 








he “did not admit the principle on which 
“it was founded,” and that ‘the British 
{merchant ad nothing to, do with. the 
- ent of any duty except that specifier 
lathe tarif of andimporia” (Seo 
Sir F. Bruce's letter of 28rd September, 
1861, above quoted.) And yet in a month 
afterwards the Coast Trade Duty was pro- 
mulgated and declared binding on all British 
subjects engaged in that branch of trade. 
‘here is no purpose in these observations 
of questioning the British Minister's motives 
in this matter. Their object is merely to 
point out that the Coast Trade Duty is not 
warranted by Treaty, and that it rests solely 
on a temporary arrangement under 
peciliar circumstances. | With the evidence 
‘brought forward of the Treaty illegality 
of the tax, it is to be hoped that at the next 
negotiation about the position of British 
interests in China, the assent of the British 
Government to this tolerated infringement 
of Treaty right, and to which it has shown 
such indulgence for sixteen years, will be 
withdrawn for ever. When insisting on the 
discontinuance of the Coast Trade Duty 
there can be no question of any desire to 
avoid Treaty obligations. The arrangement 





with Prince Kung can only be valid as 
long as the British Government continue 
to approve it, A simple notification to the 


effect that the consent hitherto given to this 
temporary taxation of British commerce is 
withdrawn as unsuitable to actual circum- 
stances, is all that is required to restore 
British’ shipping trade to the privileges 
secured to it by ‘Treaty. A refusal to permit 
the tax to be still levied would put an end 
to all pretensions to its legality. 
. It wail doubtless have been obeerved that 
luring the preliminary stage of this question 
ar Teale Duty, the Chinese Govern: 
ment, by witholding exemption certificates 
on native produce carried coastwise, arbitra- 
rily imposed a duty on the conveyance of 
native produce coastwise equivalent to both. 
the full duty provided by tariff on the export 
of such to foreign countries, and to that 
payable in the case of their being imported 
from abroad. By proposing this extra tax, 
without any right to it, and then accepting 
‘of it au a compromise, as though the 
claim were founded, the introduction of the 
Coast Trade Duty’ was facilitated. This 
extra tax was levied by the Chinese refusing 
to continue granting exemption certificates 
on native produce conveyed from one port 
to another. By so doing, the shipper had 
no documentary proof that the produce had 
paid duty, or that it had been shipped in 
regular form from a Chinese port, and it 
was consequently treated as though it were 
imported from another country and forced 
to pay accordingly, notwithetanding it hav- 
ing been already charged by the Chinese 
Government a full duty previously. This 
was such a barefaced attempt at extortion 
that it could not pass unnoticed. The 
Shanghai British Chamber of Commerce on 
20th August, 1861, appealed the matter to 
Lord John Russell, and drew his attention 
to the harmful effect such a measure would 
have on the coast trade, and urged that 
the term merchandise in Article XLV of the 
‘Tientsin Treaty providing for the exemption 
certificates on whatever was sent from any 
of the coast ports to another coast port ap- 
plied inclusively to all articles of trade, whe- 
ther of foreign or native production. | It is 
self-evident that the interpretation given by 
the Chamber of Commerce to Article XL 
was the right one. It could only be tumed 
aside by introducing another element into 
the consideration of what the Treaty meant. 
This was done by starting the “previous 
question,” and thereby casting a doubt as 
to whether the right of British ships to 
articipate in the coasting trade was secured 
the Treaty of Tientsin. Of course as- 
suming such right not to exist, it became 
evident that all questions regarding the con- 
ditions under which it might be conceded 
were entirely dependent on the good will 
of the Chinese Government, and the door 
would be opened wider for the introduction 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 





4 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE N.C. HERALD AND S. C. & C. GAZETTE. 








‘of the Coast Trade Duty. It was resolved | ‘As to the coasting trade in Chinese 


therefore to call in question the right of 
British subjects to share in the coastin; 
trade. How utterly fallacious and oppoeet 
to the Treaties such an assumption must be, 
has already been shown in a former publica- 
tion, and the arguments on the subject need 
not be repeated here ; but it is as well to 
point out, by noticing those early efforts to 
throw a doubt on our Treaty rights, how 
necessary it was to establish their legality. 
‘The close connexion of this question with 
the Coast Trade Duty requires some further 
remarks on the subject, which possibly may 
throw more light on it. The letter of Prince 
‘Kung to Sir F. Bruce dated Ist July, 1861, 
to which reference hus already been made 
(pase 2), proves that when it was written, 
© Chinese Government had not the ser- 
iously called in question the rights of for- 
eigners to share in the coasting trade under 
the Treaties. It even presupposes the 
existence of that right by ‘Treaty, as it 
mentions the Treaty being defective in not 
having established certain regulations for 
allowing duties to be collected on native 
produce carried in foreign ships. The words 
used by Prince Kung as the reason for 
proposing these duties, were, “Thatas the 
‘Treaties contained nothing explicit re- 
“ garding the re-importation into the open 
ee ports of produce that has been exported 
«by the foreigners,” &., &. The cleventh 
article of the British Treaty of Ticntsin 
was sufficiently explicit as to the fact of the 
re-importation into the pen ports of produce, 
for it stated that “foreigners are per- 
“mitted to ewry on trade with whom- 
“ soever they please, and to proceed to and 
“from at pleasure ‘with their vessels and 
“merchandise.” What the Treaty had not 
explicitly provided, was about any duty 
being leviable on the merchandise thus 
carried to and from the open ports, and 
this absence of provision for duties might 
bbe well interpreted in favor of the coast 
trade being Loan og from duty, rather 
than in the sense that the duty remained 
to bo settled ; but it certainly has not the 
meaning that the coast trade itself was left 
in doubt. If this really had been the caso, 
it is hardly credible that Prince Kun 
would havo refrained from stating it broad- 
2g, agit would have given » more specious 
character to the question he raised. The 
only inference tkely under the circum- 
stances is, that Sir F. Bruce viewed Prince 
Kung’s words as implicitly calling in 
question the treaty right to the coasting 
trade, but there is no published evidenco 
that ‘Princo Kung actually contested the 
right, and the letter itsolf proposes re- 
lations as though the right was establised 
oth de facto and de jure. The letter is a 
most important piece of evidence. Its 
existence only became publicly known in 
1868. Sir Rutherford Alcock mentioned 
it in his reply to the Shanghai Chamber 
of Commerce, Tho first symptom of 
attacking the coasting trade rights may 
have thus been caught from the Peking 
authorities, but it made its substantial 
appearance in a letter of Mr. Bruce to the 
hairman of the Shanghai Chamber of 
Commerce of 23rd September, 1861, in 
reply to certain observations that the 
discontinuance of exemption certificates on 
China produce would have an injurious 
effect on the coasting trade. Sir F. Bruce 
wrote as follows:—“ The privilege of sharing 
“in the coast trade, which was granted 
‘under different conditions at different 
“ports, is not a right which according to 
“my construction can be claimed by 
“Treaty.” With such an idea in his mind 
it is not surprising Sir F. Bruce thought 
the coasting trade might be matter for fresh 
negotiations and be amenable to certain 
conditions. It was accordingly considered 
and treated in that light, to the great 
gratification of the Chinese Government, 
‘and to the detriment of British shipping 
interests. Sir F. Bruce thus explains his 
conduct in the matter when writing to 
Earl Russéll on 10th November, 1861. 
























ti produes, the subject was not dealt with 
by the Treaty of Tientsin, on the ground 
“that it was not a right so recognised by 
“international law practised in Europe, as 
“to justify us in imposing it by force. 
“Tt has never been allowed at all the 
«ports, and I still think it a considerable 
“point gained in obtaining a sanction for 
“it on the terms acceded to. Indeed I 
«could not effect more, and the choice was 
«between that arrangement and the im- 
«position of full tariff dues both at the port 
« of shipment and at the port of dis 

‘The Shanghai Chamber of Commerce rep! 
to Sir F. Bruce on the 19th October, 1861, 
and this letter is inserted here to show how 
opposed the generally received opinion on 
the matter ‘was to that held” by the 
Minister 

“Tt is with much regret that the Cham- 
ber learns that your Excellency does not 
“consider that the privilege of sharing in 
“the coast trade is a right which can be 
“claimed by Treaty, and consequently that 
you are of opinion that the recent settle- 
“ment effected by which Chinese produce 
“transported from port to port for local 
“consumption is subject to the tariff duty 
“on shipment, and a half duty on discharge, 
“is as favourable as can at presont be 
“obtained. 

“That under the Treaty of Nanking it 
“had gradually become the custom to grant 
exemption certificates at all the open ports, 
“except Canton, and that the coast trede 
<¢was for somo time previous to the year 
«1858 carried on under these conditions ; 
“that such was the state of affairs when 
« His Excellency the Earl of Elgin framed 
“the Treaty of Tientsin, and it is incon- 
«ceivable to the Chamber that His Lordship 
“could have intended a retrograde move- 
“ment, in any matter of such grave 
“jmportanee, from the position actually 
«held at the time of his negotiations ; that 
«as regards the duties imposed on fore: 
‘shipping, the Excl of ign did actually, 
“and for the first time, introduce into the 
“Treaty a stipulation (Article XXIX) by 
“which British ships trading on the coast 
‘of China have only to pay tonnage dues 
«once in four months, which provision the 
“Chamber can only’ read as admitting 
“British shipping, and by implication the 
“cargoes which it carries, into the full 
“benefit of tho coasting trade; that the 
«very permission granted, and the terms 
“by which the grant is made to shij 
« pulse and beancake under Rule 4 attache 
“to the Treaty, go far to strengthen the 
conclusion expressed, and that there can- 
“not be, in the opinion of this Chamber, 
“either by reason or by right, any distine- 
“tion drawn between such produce, alike 
“transported from port to port, as is 
“intended for exportation to a foreign 
“country, and that which is intended for 
“ Iocal consumption.” 

‘There has been no variation in public 
mercantile opinion since then about the 
right of British subjects to share in the coast 
trade, and about the illegality of the Coast 
‘Trade Duty. Hence when the opinions of 
the several communities in China was 
asked for in view of the impending revision 
of the Tientsin Treaty in 1868, several of 
the memorials sent to Her Majesty's Minis- 
ter on the subject reiterated the same 
sentiments as above expressed, and strong 
remonstrances were made for the suppres- 
sion of the Coast Trade Duty. All these 
memorials were reviewed in the celebrated 
“Memorandum” of 1868, asfollows: “The 
“memorials of Hongkong, Amoy and Foo- 
“chow, are for the abolition of the Coast 
“Trade Duty, which the first alleges to be 
“an unauthorised contravention of the 
“Treaty stipulations. On the contrary the 
“half duty now levied instead of a whole 
« duly, is @ concession to foreign commerce 
« obtained by Sir F. Bruce.” This statement 
implies that the Tientsin Treaty sanctions 
a whole export duty on all Chinese produce 
shipped coastwise, but such a thesis has 








































been already shown to be untenable. ‘The 
only provision made for the levy of duty 
on ‘these articles ocours in Rule 5 Clauso 
4 of the Treaty regulations. “ Pulse and 
« beancake from any other of the ports except 
“Tung-chow and Newchwang may be 
“shipped on payment of the tariff duty 
“either to other ports of China, or to 
“foreign countries.” It is noticeable that 
the only mention of a duty in the above 
Rule, is the one export duty, so that it 
alone could be claimed, and not a second 
similar duty at the port of discharge. No 
mention was made in the Treaty Regula- 
tions about this second duty, and it was 
therefore unauthorised, and the substitution 
of ahalf duty in the stead of an unsub- 
stantiated claim for’ a whole duty can 
hardly be called a concession made to 
foreign commerce. 

Besides this, Rule 5 only provides for peas 
and beancake,’ All other Chinese produce, 
such as sugar and paper, ée., are in no way 
made subject to any duty when transported 
coastwise, by this Rule. The fact of a 

wrovision’ being required to be made in the 
Reguiations, for peas and beaneake, is 
evidence that the Treaty had not provided for 
any duty on them when carried coastuise, 
and their being specially dealt with further 
shows that neither the ‘Treaty nor tho 
Regulations had made any general provision 
for any duties on the coasting trade, under 
which other Chinese produce, such as sugar 
and paper, were included. ‘If this general 

rovision were in the Treaty, that part of 
lause 4 of Rule 5 would have been super- 
fluous. 

Tt thus becomes clear that there is no 
right under the Treaty or the Regulations 
to levy any export duty on Chinese produce, 
unless taken lo foreign countries, except on 

eas and beaneake, ‘This fact must have 

en overlooked when the Chinese Govern- 

ment was allowed to le i 
criminately on all the articles of this branch 
of trade, ‘The admission has been mado 
under an erroneous view of the ‘Treaty, and 
it can be justly revoked by pointing out the 
wrong suppositions on which alone it was 
assented to. 

‘There also remains to be taken into con- 
sideration, that the tariff annexed to the 
‘Treaty was not intended in the first instanco 
to apply to Chinese prodiice carried coast~ 
wise, This is corroborated by several cir- 
cumstances. Sir F, Bruce amidst all his 
waverings about the rights of British mor- 
chants, occasionally saw the real drift of the 
‘Treaty as has been already pointed out. 
In his instructions to Mr. Medhurst pub- 
lished on 26th September, 1861, ho calls 
the tariff duty to be that “on Imports and 
Exports. perweN CuiNA AND FOREIGN 
coustares,” thus clearly precising whaé the 
original object of that tariff was. ‘There is 
also the evidence of Mr. Horatio N. Lay, 
who may be well supposed to have known 
what the intention of the Chinese Govern 
in framing the tariff, seeing that 
he was acting on their behalf. After the 
question of the Coast Trade Duty had been 
agitated in 1861, he wrote a memorandum 
concerning it, dated 1ith January, 1862, 
in which he states, “Neither in the Treaty 
“of Nanking nor in the Treaty of Tientsin — 
“was any provision made for admittin 
‘foreigners to the coast trade, althougl 
“the Shanghai Chamber asserts the con- 
“trary. The provisions of the’Treaty effect 
“ ouly the divect trade between China and 
“ foreign countries,” Tf this were the case, 
it'is plain that there was no intention on 
the part of the Chinese Government to 
extend the application of the Treaty export 
tarif to a coasting trado for which no pro- 
vision had been made. Of course Mr. Lay 
is utterly wrong in his interpretation of the 
Treaty, but his testimony regarding the 
intention of the Chinese Government, of 
which he seems to have been the secret and 
sole repository, is so far valuable, as it 

wes that the Chinese Government in 
Flaming the tariff had no idea when they did 
so of levying such duties on the coasting 




















Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE N.C. HERALD AND &. C. & C. GAZETTE. 


5 








tride, and that their claim to apply the 
Treaty tariff to the coasting trade 
as an after thought and an assumption 
of that which they were not entitled to by 
Treaty. The amount of this so-call 
eeport duty actually collected in the coast 
trade for 1876 is about half a million of 
taels, The net revenue accruing to the 
Chinese Government from this special 
source is hard to calculate, The total 
port duty on the coast trade, after deducting 
the produce carried in Chinese and foreign 
Built vessels is about Tis. 888,000, and 
taking into account that some’ of this, 
(especially the duty on Tea from the river 
ports to Shanghai for shipment to forei 
Gountriet) was a bond ide export duty, 
amount thus paid has to be subtracted 
from the total sum of the nominal 
duty. ‘The figures of half a million taels 
are therefore an approximative calculation. 
Possibly it is less than the real amount 
levied. "In addition therefore to, the op- 
pressive taxation imposed on f ip- 
Ping on the cout of Okina already men- 
tioned, this further burthen is collected 
under the fictitious description of an export 
duty. 

"At the samo time that the question of 
the Coast Trade Duty was being discussed 
and settled on general grounds in favor of 
the Chinese Government, another special 
matter closely connected ‘with it was being 
negotiated between Sir F, Bruce and Princo 
Kung, and was arranged inasimilar manner, 
‘This was the shipment of poas and beancake 
from the northern ports. As might have 
beon expected, the fallacious exchange of 
southern ports for northern effected by 
Rule V, was soon discovered to be much the 
same a8 when Aladdin found to his grief 
that he had parted with his precious wonder- 
ful old lamp for a worthless new one, 
when it was put to the test of being rubbed. 
So soon as the, coust ports of Chins were 
frequente: foreign shipping, the true 
sialp of affaiza about the pea and boancake 
trade became known, and the attention of 
tho British Minister was drawn to the fact, 
in July, 1861, that unless the trade in 
those articles’ could be carried on from 
Chefoo and Newchwang, the provisions 
made for sharing in it’ wero practically 
null, Inaletter from the Tsung-li Yamén 
40 the Governor of the two Kwangs, written 
‘on 19th January, 1862, it appears that Sir 
F. Bruce, very quickly after the opening of 
the coast trade, had remonstrated against 
the restrictions imposed on it by Rule V. 
‘This is explained in tho following extract 
from a copy of a momorial to the Emperor 
of Ohina enclosed in the said letter. “In 
« August last (1861) the English Minister 
“besieged us with representations praying 
“that the prohibition might he relaxcd, 
“but your servants opposed a decisiv 
“check.” ‘The letter further states that 
goveral cargoes of peas had been shipped 
from Chefoo with’ the permission of the 
Jocal authorities, but on the vessels’ arrival 
at Canton the cargoes were not allowed to 
be landed, and Sir F, Bruce complained of 
this conduct of the Canton authorities, and 
requested that compensation might be made 
for the pecuniary loss which was thereby 
entailed on British merchants. This letter 
therefore makes it clear that at that time 
Sir F. Bruce thought some sort of right 
exisied for British ships to trade in peas 
at Chefoo notwithstanding Rule V, and 
this incident was possibly the turning point 
of the determination of Sir F. Bruce to 
press for the modification of the unfair 
regulation, It took some time, however, 
to recover the Treaty rights which had 
been thus interrupted. “It was only in 
January, 1862, that permission to ship peas 
and beancake’ from the northern ports was 
notified. The Imperial decree approving 
‘tho opening the trade to foreign shippin, 
‘was issued on 19th February, 1862, an 
the instructions of the British Legation 
thereupon were only officially published at 
the different Consulates in March, 1862. 
Sir F, Bruce however, in a letter to the 


























Foreign Office of 16th Februmy, 1863, 
wrote that he had arranged the shipment 
of peas, é&c., at the northern ports at the 
end of 1861, but he gives no details of how 
the affair had been settled. Hardly had 
the coasting trade in these articles com- 
menced, when an endeavour was made by 
the Chinese Government to recal its per- 
mission to do so, by proposing that no 
foreign vessels should discharge cargoes of 
peas at Shanghai. ‘There was a long cor- 
respondence between Sir F. Bruce and 
Prince Kung on the subject, and the Ohinese 
Government made some proposals for the 
modification of the trade, Sir F, Brace, 
in a letter to Prince Kung of 12th De- 
cember, 1862, naturally refused to entertain 
them, but notwithstanding his opposition 


export | to them the Chinese authorities persevered 


and succeeded in preventing peas and 
beanoake being landed st Shanghal from 
foreign vessels during the following seven 
years, and it was only after protracted 
complaints and the personal visit of Sir R. 
Alcock to the Chinese Viceroy at Nanking 
in 1868, that British vessels could carry on 
the trade, even when burthened with the 
oppressive tax of a whole and a half duty. 
During the Yunnan outrage negotiations, 
Prince Kung again attempted to persuade 
the British Minister to forego the right to 
share in this trade, and then for the first 
time it became publicly known that the 
so-called concession to trade in peas and 
beancake had actually been mado by the 
Chinese Government as a compensation for 
the British Government having guaranteed 
the Taku forts from being taken or 
attacked by the Taiping rebels!!! ‘This 
is clearly stated in Sir T. Wade's despatch 
to Prince Kung of the 2nd October, 1875. 
‘Tho Chinese Ministers had proposed that 
“the old interdict upon foreign trade in 
““beancake at Chefoo and Newchwang 
«should be re-imposed.” Sir T. Wade 
writes, “Now the removal of the prohibi 
“tion referred to was granted under cir- 
“cumstances which I” well remember. 
‘Ningpo had fallen into the hands of the 
“ Taiping rebels in the month of December, 
«161, and great fear was entertained at 
«Peking that they would make a dash at 
“the Taku forts, which, at the time I 
“speak of, were still occupied by the 
“troops of England and Franco.” 

“The Grand Sccretary Wensiang asked 
“me if Sir F. Bruce would guarantee the 
‘forts against capture by the rebels, and 
“Sir F. Bruce undertook to guarantee 
“them provided the trade in beancake at 
“the ports above named were thrown 
coopent™ 

(is brief recapitulation of the opening 
of the northern ports to the trade in peas 
and beancake, is here given in order to 
complete as fat as possible the general view 
of the Coast Trade Duty question, and also 
to show that the permission to trade in the 
produce of these northern ports of China 
on condition of paying an extra half duty 
on all Chinese produce, was not in the 
strict sense of the word a concession ‘or 
gratuitous privilege in favor of foreign 
shipping, but the result of a bargain for 
protecting Chinese Imperial interests against 
the rebels. Sir T. Wade in the above 
cited letter describes it as “a privilege 
“conceded in exchange for an important 
“service rendered the Chinese Govern- 
“ment.” To maintain therefore that the 
Chinese Government made a concession to 
British commerce to which it was not 
entitled by Treaty, when a half duty on 
Chinese produce was collected at the native 
port of discharge instead of a whole duty, 
supposes that according to the Treaty of 
Tientsin all Chinese produce is obliged to 
pay full export tariff duty when shipped 
in foreign vessels coastwise from any port, 
and also a full import tariff duty when 
landed at another coast port. New can it 
be seriously imagined for one single moment 
that if both these duties had been secured to 























the Chinese Government by the Treaty of 
Tientsin, it would have ever relinquished 


such a certain and prolifie source of re- 
venue? or that it would have consented to 
receive a half duty instead of a whole one 
under such circumstances? What makes 
any such supposed consent more than 

blematically uncertain, is, that the 
Ghinese Goverament itself never claimed 
it had any right by Treaty to the to whole 
duties, In Rule I, published at Shanghai 
in July, 1861, it is only stated that accord- 
ing to “Treaty a whole and a half duty was 
about to be levied, so that the Chinese 
Government’s own’ interpretation of the 
‘Treaty docs not favor the idea that two 
whole duties were ever due to it, All that 
it ever claimed as a right it obtained, so it 
got all that was asked for, and yielded 
nothing in the shape of duty. ‘That the 
Chinese Government had no right to claim 
even so much, is evident from Sir F. Bruce’s 
instruction in the British Consui’s letter 
of 28rd September, 1871, at Shanghai, in 
which he declared that the claim for the 
extra half duty was not valid, as the Treaty 
only acknowledged one duty. After this 
explanation, can it be upheld that the Coast 
Trade Duty was a concession to foreign 
commerce, when it consisted of the utmost 
the Chinese had ever claimed under the 
Treaty? 

Tt might have been urged that the 
concession did not consist in the remission 
of half of the whole duty chargeable on 
native produce, but in opening two Northern 
ports at which’ foreigners were not entitled 
to trade in peas and beaneake, on the con 
dition that they should pay the half duty on 
the cargoes at the port of discharge, Since 
the publication of Sir 'T. Wade's longer 
letter of 2nd October, 1875, such an ex- 
planation of the transaction is no longer 
admissible, as it is now known that the 
only condition stipulated for, was the 

rotection of the ‘Taku forts against the 

‘aiping rebels. ‘The assumption that 
foreigners were not entitled to this Trade 
at the Northern ports, was founded, as has 
been already shown, on what looks very like 
a fraudulent transaction on the part of the 
concocters of Rule V by which these 
Northern ports were excluded from the 
meaning of Article XI of the ‘Tientsin 
‘Preaty—so that the recovery of the Treaty 
right to trade in peas and beaneake at thom 
was more like a restitution of what, British 
Shipping had been astutely deprived of, 
than a favor granted to it. 

It has been already observed that Sir F. 
Bruce seems to have at one time doubted 
whether British Shipping had a strict 
Treaty right to share in the Coasting Trade, 
and permission to do so might have, 
therefore, seemed to him to be a con: 
cession. “Tt could hardly now be main- 
tained that this right to the Coasting Trade 
is in any way incomplete, and any support 
the concession theory derived from such a 
view of the Treaty can be of no avail. 

‘The fact that Clause 4 of Rule V had to 
be abrogated, points out how detrimental 
this Rule was to British Commerce, and be 
the abrogation called by whatever name it 
may please people to give it, the inferenco 
remains undisputed that it was opposed to 
the spirit of the Tientsin Treaty, and was 
unable to stand the test of scrutiny when 
circumstances demanded its calm considera- 
tion. It is a noticeable incident that in 
completing the Danish Treaty in 1863, the 
Clause 4 of Rule V was left ont, and all 
pretence of its legality was thereby removed 
—though it is still formally retained in 
the published Regulations appended to the 
British Treaty. ‘There is one point still 
connected with this matter deserving re- 
mark. It is, that Sir F. Bruce actually 
recognised the Coast Trade Duty in Septem- 
ber, 1861, and the restrictions on the 
Northern Coasting Trade were not removed 
till the beginning of 1862, as has appeared 
from a letter above given. ' It thus becomes 
patent that the Coast Trade Duty preceded 
by several months the birth of the measure 
which has been strangely supposed to have 
justified its introduction. 
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The Coast Trade Duty and the so-called 
Export Duty on Chinese produce not 
exported from China have been submitted 
to by all the ‘Treaty Powers as though 
they were part of their Treaty obligations. 
Possibly they acquiesced in the arrange- 
ments made by the British Legation with 
the Peking Authorities, under the impres- 
sion that such arrangements were the 
legitimate consequences of the British 
Treaties, With the knowledge of the real 
origin of this oppressive taxation, would it 
not now be possible to get rid of it? Some 
States would however bo precluded from 
this endeavour to recover the Treaty rights 
which have been allowed to remain so long 
in abeyance. They are Austria, Belgium, 
Denmark, Italy and Spain, which in the 
‘Articles ‘of their Treaties with China 
relative to the Coasting Trade have accepted 











the liberty of the Coasting Trade on the 
express condition of paying the duties which 
have been here called in question, How 
this clause was introduced into these Treaties 
cannot be but a matter of surprise. The 
only advantage gained by such Articles is 
the more ample recognition by Treaty of 
the right of the Coasting Trade, though if 
it were sought to be shared in under such 
onerous conditions it would not improve 
the position of those Treaty Powers who 
can prove that they possess the right of 
the Coasting Trade untrammelled by such 
burdens. 

One can understand from this the motives 
of the Chinese Government in proposing 
that whatever might be yielded to it by 
one Treaty Power should be compulsorily 
observant by all the others. It has only 
to persuade one Power to accept the 





Chinese terms as adjuncts to Treaty rights, 
as has been done in the case with the 
above-mentioned powers, (most probably 
owing to the negotiators not knowing the 
true situation of affairs), and it would soon 
dispose of all the privileges which other 
Powers enjoy. The Coast Trade Duty 
never had any legal Treaty status until 
the Danish Treaty was signed, but this 
recognition of it by one Power cannot 
relieve it from the original stain of illegality 
under which it was ushered into existence. 
This will always adhere to it as an essential 
disqualification for its acknowledgment as a 
maiter of right, so long as the other Powers 
do not give it their sanction by any similar 
arrangement in the revision of their Treaties. 


A British Mrrcuayt. 
Chefoo, August, 1877. 
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Tr is curious to find a Government 
which we are wont to consider effete at 
home, devoting so much pains to reor- 
gavise tho administration of one of 
its outlying dependencies as have been 
lately bestowed upon Manchuria. We 
called attention some time ago to the 
measures taken to rearrange tho go- 
verament of that country on the model 
of a province of China proper; and 
more recently to Chung-how’s proposal 
for the organisation of a large district, 
beyond the barrier known as the Co- 
rean gate, which had become peopled by 
squatters who seemed to be under no 
sort of authority ivhatever. This 
great tract of country, stretching above 
300 miles north and sonth and from 


301 | 20 to 100 east aud west, was purposely 


loft uninhabited ont of deference to the 
exclusive instincts of Corea, in order 
to prevent the intermingling of Corean 
subjects with people from outside, In 
process of time, however, whether the 
frontier gaard were nominal or whether 
the movement of the people became 
too strong for resistance, this tract was 
overran by squatters; and the King 
lately remonstrated, in a paroxysm 
of anxiety, that the immigraut po- 
pulation had gone on increasing until 
it extended to the very banks of the 
Yalu. Tho Governor-General of Man- 
churia, Chung-how, had the good sense 
to perceive that it was hopeless to ex- 
pel the mass of cultivators who had 
settled there; and, while proposing to 
revive in all their stringency the laws 
probibiting intercourse between Chinese 
and Coreans, advised the proper organ- 
isation and appointment of local off- 
cials in the district. His recommend- 
ations were approved by the Peking 
Government, and he now reports the 
steps taken to carry out the work 


Order having been enforced, and tho 
immigrant population induced “to turn 
towards the quarter whence renovation 
proceeds; the monsurement of tho 
lands occupied by them beyond tho 
frontier was proceeded with, in acoord- 
ance with the celestial bounty which 
had sanctioned their admission to the 
footing of tax-paying property.” We 
will not stay to descant upon the del 
cious euphuism employed to express 
submission to the Emperor, nor on the 
charming conceit of the imposition of 
taxes being an act of Imperial bounty. 
We can well believe that the intro- 
duction of eome form of settled Go- 
vernment among the squatter popula. 
tion was urgently required, and that 
some measure of force was necessary to 
enforce order where a considerable de- 
groo of lawlessness may be suspected 
to have prevailed. It is with the ree 
sults more than with the picturesque 
phraseology of the memorialists, that we 
are more immediately concerned. The 
area of land beyond the border-line 
already admitted from first to last to 
taxation, is stated at about 1,803,000 
mow or 800,000 acres. This is to be 
taxed at the rate of 80 cash a mow 
(about 94. an acre), yearly; and a 
deposit of 100 cash (or about half-a- 
dollar an acre) is to be exacted 
—ns a sort of nominal purchase feo 
apparently—whereupon a title will be 
given to the occupior of tho land. 
Farther taxes will be subsequently im. 
posed, on the same footing es through. 
out the rest of Manchuria, but the 
Governor-General says it is premature 
yet to give any estimate of what these 
will produce, For purposes of admin. 
istrative control, four new districts have 
been established, which will be under 
the control of the Taotai whose head. 
quarters are at the Corean gate; and 
walled cities, official yaméns, canton- 
ments é&c., will be built as the head. 
quarters of the new officials. From 
a comparison of the area actually 
returned as having been brought under 
taxation, with the great extent of the 
country formerly set apart_as border 








land, it is evident that the work of 
organisation hes made as yet only 
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moderate progress. Tho area of admin. 
istration will, we presume, be gradually. 
extended ; and an excellent opportunity 
will be offered, in the meantime, for 
considerable collections in excess of the 
assessed amount returnable to the Go- 
vornment under the report ! 

‘We have given prominence to this in- 
cident, not so much because of the sizo of 
the district as yet reclaimed,—which is 
about the size of a smaller Englishcounty 
and a flen-bite to the vast empire which 
it inapprociably enlarges—but because, 
a8 wo said at the outset, the measures 
lately taken by the Chinese Govern. 
ment for improving the government of 
its possessions in this quarter of the 
empire, give evidence of more vitality 
at Peking than we might bo inclined 
to suspect from tho stagnation of its 
policy within tho boundaries of the 
eighteen provinoes. 





Summary of Hews. 





‘The French mail of the 10th August 
arrived on the 23rd September, by the 
MLM. str. Yangtsze. 

‘Tho English mail of the 17th August 
arrived on the 26th September, by the 
P. & O. ate. Geelong. 

A mail leaves to-morrow for Europe, by 
the P. & O, str. Khiva. 


Lato telegrams say the bombardment of 
Plomna continues ; the Turks havo recoived 
aconvoy of ammunition. An army of 30,000 
mon is said to be marching to their assist- 
ance, —Telegrams have since been received, 
speaking of, renewed attack: on Plevna, 
which had been defeated. ‘The Turks are 
also said to have crossed tho Danube and 
gecupiod, a fortress opposite Silstia — 
‘The Turks had resumed the bombardment 
of Fort Nicholas, and made repeated unsue- 
cessful attempts to assault it. 

patches from Constantinoplo add that 
‘Durkey refuses to entertain proposals for 
mediation, so long as any Russians remain 
in Turkey. This is strong Ianguago, and 
looks as though tho Turkish Government 
folt vory confident it has at last the whip- 
hand of its enemies.—Great discontent 
with the present arrangements of com- 
mand, is said to exist at the Russian 
head-quarters, 

‘The autumn rains have set in in Bulgaria, 
and the transport of supplies is becoming 
difficult, in consequence ; Suleiman Pasha, 
to0, has effected a junction with Mehemet 
‘Ali_two circumstances very unfavourable 
to Russian interests.—A battle has 
fought between Ismail’ Pasha and Ter- 
gussakoff (in Asia Minor), in which both 
sides claim the victory. 

The periodical biddings for Council 
Bills have been temporarily suspended 
in London ; the motive, of course, being 
that money will have to be borrowed there 
to mect the cost of the Indian famine. 
‘There has been a considerable export of 
silver from Shanghai and Hongkong to 
India, in consequence. Silver is quoted 

















‘The Municipal Minutes inform us that 
the Council have succeeded in obtaining a 
sito for a Police Station in Hongkew, 
somewhere, we believe, in Hanbury road. 
They get 74 mow of land for Tis. 5,000, 


—Iand has been offered for a cross road 
from the Bubbling Well road, at Eames’ 
‘bungalow, towards the Cemetery road ; but 
as there is no immediate prospect of their 
being able to carry the road through, the 
Council decline the proposal for the present. 
—Steps are being taken to obtain the 
land for the Markham road extension. 
—Mr. Holcombe, Secretary to the U.S. 
Legation, has courteously undertaken to 
receive and distribute mails forwarded 
from hence to Peking through the Local 
Post Office, and to make up a mail bag for 
‘Shanghai. 

‘A meeting of the Union Insurance Com- 
pany was held in Hongkong on the 26th Sept. 
‘The report shows that the net premia col- 
lected during 1876 amounted to $899,355. 
Of this sum $104,000 had been distributed 
among contributors and $104,000 carried 
to Reserve, which now stands at $210,000. 
The balance of working account to date is 
$119,000, against which there are pending 
claims estimated at $25,000, leaving $94,000 
to be dealt with hereafter.—The working 
account of 1877 also is very satisfactory, 
and shows a marked improvement over the 
previous year, 

A meeting of Shareholders in the new 
Steam Washing Company was held on 
the 26th September, when Messrs. R. Mack- 
enzie, H. Silva and G. Withers were ap- 
pointed a Committee to organiso the Com- 
pany. As all the capital has now been 
subscribed, we presume the undertaking 
may be considered fairly started. 

Jn another column we give a report of 
the Chefoo Races which, after an unavoid- 
able postponement, seem to have been held 
on the 17th and 18th September under very 
favourable auspices, and to havo resulted 
in a very pleasant meeting. 

Under the very welcome dictation of the 
Banks, Monday, the 24th September, was 
accepted as a general holiday; and the 
occasion was taken to play the annual 
Cricket match England »v. Scotland. A 
very pleasant game was had, which resulted 
again in favour of the former. 

The third competition of the ‘Any 
Rifle” Club was held Thursday morning, 
and was won by Mr. Sim, with a score of 
54 out of a possible 70. 

‘Volunteers are notified that class-firing 
will be resumed on the 5th instant, and 
will continue for about three weeks. 
‘Marksmen are to be entitled, like volunteers 
at home, to wear the “‘marksman's badge” 
—a rifle and two stars on the left arm—for 
one year.—The Autumn Prize Meeting is 


been | to be held from the 9th to the 13th of 


November. 

‘A season which has been eminently 
unhealthy as regards human beings, has 
been singularly prolific of insects. Wo 
have mentioned from time to time the ap- 
pearance of locusts, grasshoppers, c. in 
our neighbourhood. ‘The latest visitation 
has been: swarm of caterpillars. It 
was worth the while, last week, of any 
one to walk through the country, in order 
to appreciate the plague which had fallen 
upon thensighbourhood. Not only did they 
cover the cotton stalks, which they seem 
especially to affect, but the pathways and 
even the main roads were covered with 





stray ones migrating from one field to 





another. Myriads were crushed under the 
feet of the passers-by, though without per- 
ceptibly lessening the number. They 
have latterly become fewer though there 
are still a number to be seen clinging 
to the stalks of plants and branches of 
trees that promise a succulent meal. In 
many cotton fields the slalks are stripped 
bare of leaves, though we are glad to hear 
that the country people do.not speak as 
though their crops of cotton. were likely to 
be injured. The leaves are stripped, but 
the pods do not seem to suffer, and the 
crop appears to be a low average. . But 
though the cotton seems to be the object of 
the caterpillars’ especial affection, they do 
not confine their attention to it. Roso trees, 
bean-stalks, persimmon troes, laurels, all 
seem to be taken toll of, if they como in 
the way of the swarms; and the oldest 
inhabitant has been heard to declare that, 
though the insects have visited tho neigh- 
borhood now and again in his timo, he had 
never seen.such a plaguo as the present. 

A divorce case was tried last week at, the 
United States Consulate General, before 
G. W. Wells Esq., and two Associates. It 
was a petition by Mrs, Burr for.a dissolu- 
tion of her marriage with Captain Thomas 
FrancisBurr, on the ground of adultery, ‘The 
Court granted the prayer of the petitioner 
with the Court and other incidental. costs, 
and ordered the respondent, who is absent 
from ‘Shanghai, to pay $530, money -bor- 
rowed by the petitioner to pay her passage 
from England to Shanghai. A: report of 
‘the case appears on another page. 

‘The M.B, str. Nagoya Maru took 111 
vales of silk for New York, and 6 for San 
Francisco; also 4,274 half-chests of tea 
for tho United States. 

The Conquest is again running to Wen- 
chow, She would no doubt be heartily 
welcomed by the residents at the newly 
opened port, who havo bitterly complained 
of their late isolation from regular steamer 
accommodation, 

A forcible illustration of the inconveni- 
ence arising from the Woosung bar is 
afforded in the caso of the British ship 
Taitsing, Captain R. G. Johnston. Sho left 
Nagasaki on the 7th ult,, and arrived at 
the Red Buoy on the 14th ult., where sho 
was detained for nine days, owing to insuffi- 
ciency of water for her to cross the bar. 
This is no isolated caso, for fow vessels 
are able to enter without being delayed 
for a longer or shorter time at Woosung. 

‘The China Mail learns from private let- 
ters that the English passengers wrecked 
on the Meikong met Capt. Gulland, of 
the Glenartney, at Messrs. McGregor, | 
Gow’s offices, and presented that officer 
with a silver tea service as a mark of ‘their 
gratitude for the services and kindness 
shown to them while on board the vessel 
under his command. A balance of £55 was 
handed over to be distributed among the 
crew. 

Some time since, an action was brought 
by the Ocean Steamship Company, tho 
owners of the Sarpedon, against the owners 
of the Belgian screw steamship Julia David, 
to recover damages in respect of the injury 
which was caused to the Sarpedon by a 
collision between the two vessels in Sep- 
tember, 1876, in the Bay of Biscay. There 
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jwas a counter-claim for damages by the 
owners of the Julia David for the damage 
caused to that vessel. At the time when 
the collision ocourred, the Sarpeden was on 
a voyage from Shanghai to London with a 
valuable cargo of tea and other goods, said 
to be worth £250,000. The Julia David 
was on a voyage from Havre to the Medi- 
terranean, Upon the evidence, which was 
‘very conflicting, Sir R, Phillimore held that 
the Sarpedon was alone to blame for the 
collision, and decreed accordingly. The 
owners of the Sarpedén appealed, and the 
Court of Appeal hasnow delivered judgment, 
reversing the decision of the Admiralty 
Division, and holding that the Julia David 
was alone to blame. 

‘The China Navigation Company's steamer 
Swatow experiencod a severe typhoon 
on her passage to Swatow. Sho left 
Shanghai on tho 19th September, and en- 
countered the storm in the neighbourhood 
of Ockseu Island on tho night of tho 
21st. ‘The forco of the wind is said 
to havo been fearful, and nearly all her sails 
wore carried away. Her deck-work is also 
said to bo damaged. Sho arrived in 
Amoy on the evening of the 22nd, and 
shortly afterwards another steamer, since 
ascertained to be the Taian, was seen 
entering tho samo port without her fore- 
mast, The storm was vory severe, but 
apparently only covered a small area, as 
the steamer Tientsin, which was coming up 
from Swatow at the time, escaped it ; but 
on tho 24th sho experionced a strong N.E. 
galo with heavy sea, and had to anchor in 
Pihquan Harbour, for eleven hours, 

‘Wo reprint from the Daily Press the 
report given by tho steamer Taiwan of 
hor experiences during tho storm. 

‘Tho L. & C. Bzpress says Vico-Admiral 
Hillyar, who was recently appointed to the 
command of the China Station, was to 
proceed by the mail loaving Southampton 
on the 20th Septomber. 

An article in Tuesday's Sin-pao at- 
tributes the recent floods in the Canton 
province—which havo been unknown till 
late yoars—to encroachments on the beds of 
the rivers, which have thus been made too 
narrow to carry off the water.—Precisely 
tho roverso dangor is imminent here, 
Encroachment is being made on the bed of 
the Hwangpoo ; but the danger is that the 
Jatter, which is in a great measure a tidal 
creek, will ceaso to admit sufficient water 
for purposes either of navigation or irriga- 
tion, unless some care is bestowed upon it. 
‘Tho harm is as great in tho ono caso as 
tho other, and we trust the mandarins will 
be eventually brought to see it. 

‘The Ohineso say that our old friend the 
Shanghai Hsien, whose misdeeds in the 
famous “Lodging House-keeper” case will 
bo fresh in our readers’ recollection, is 
again in trouble. It is reported that a 
nian was killed in a wood-yard and thrown 
into a pond, from the bottom of which his 
body was eventually floated by generated 
gas and claimed by his relatives. Where- 
upon the wood-yard people are said to 
havo bought some Ningpo clothes, dressed 
the corpse in them, and brought forward a 
Ningpo man to claim the body as that of a 
relative. Tho Hsien adjudged it to tho 
‘Ningpo claimant, and the Shanghai people 
are said to have appealed to Soochow. 








We mentioned last week a curious 
rumour which was current among the Chi- 
nese, that some powder magazines had been 
looted in Chekeang.—A few days later 
the names were mentioned to us, 
of three places—Hoochow, Hangchow, 
and Huyang—as those at which the 
ocourrence had taken place. The names 
themselves, however, sufficiently condemn 
the whole tale as a romance. If anything 
of the kind had happened, at least 
at the two first-named places, definite 
news would have been received here at 
once; whereas"the rumour came here 
nearly a week ago, and a letter from Hang- 
chow published in yesterday's Shunpao 
makes no mention of such an occurrence. 
The Chinese aro pretty good at magnifying, 
and even inventing, incidents on occasion ; 
and very evidently this tale of plundering 
power magazines is due to one or other of 
these faculties. Yet it was very current at 
the timo wo mentioned it, 

The Philadelphia correspondent of tho 
‘Times telegraphs that Senator Morton, at 
San Francisco, has been visited by a de- 
putation of leading Chinese morchants. 
“Referring to the labour troubles there, 
they said that a strong fecling oxisted 
against thet; that their property had 
been destroyed, their persons maltreated, 
and their treaty rights disregarded; that 
the Government fail to give them protec- 
tion; and that, having borne this for 
many years without the prospect of relief, 
they desired the adoption of measures to 
afford them redress. They requested 
Senator Morton to introduce a Bill into 
Congress providing for the modification of 
the Burlinghame Treaty by taxing every Chi- 
nese immigrant $100, the proceeds to go to 
pay the passage back to China of the Chinese 
desiring to return. The Senator promised 
to introduce a Bill. Tho Chinese intend 
to make a claim on the Government for 
100,000 dollars of indemnity for damage 
done during the recent San Francisco dis- 
turbances, the claim to be presented through 
the British Legation at Washington, China 
being unrepresented there, and the injured 
Chinese having immigrated from Hong- 
kong.”—It is rather curious, if true, that 
the British Legation should have under- 
taken the task; for though the Chinese 
may have started from Hongkong, we 
imagine very few of them were British 
subjects. Possibly the wish, with the 
San Francisco Chinese, may have been 
father to the thought. 

We publish as a supplement, with to- 
day's North-China Herald, an exhaustive 
letter on “Tho Treaty legality of the 
Coast Trade Duties levied by the Chinese 
Government on British and Foreign Ship- 
ping,” by the author of the paper which 
we published in April last, on “British 
Shipping Interests in China.” The subject 
is one of much importance, and is ably 
handled by the writer. 

‘We have received for review, from Messrs. 
Lane, Crawford & Co., a book entitled “Tho 
Picturesque Tourist—a handy guide round 
the World.” It is well illustrated, and 
contains a number of useful maps. 

‘We have to acknowledge the September 
number of the Far East, which opens with 
a continuation of the “ Description of the 





Kingdom of Siam” that has now been 
going on in several successive numbers.— 
A short paper entitled “A visit to tho 
Josses,” Apropos of the recent festival at 
the Canton Club on the Soochow creek, 
follows ; and is succeeded by an equally 
short paper upon Kioto, which does but 
brie justice to the attractions of the 
‘Mikado’s ancient capital. Tho “Memoir 
of Generals Ward and Burgevine and the 
Ever-victorious Army” is continued ; and 
several shorter papers complete the 
volume, ‘The most valuable picture is a 
photograph of a rubbing of the famous 
“Tablet of Yu." Besides this we have 
three pictures from Szechuen which aro 
not very distinctive in character ; a likeness 
of HLH. Higsshi Fushima No Miya, an 
uncle of the Mikado, who is well-known 
to foreignors from his visit to Europe a few 
years ago and tho attention he has given 
to a military career; and a photograph 
of a Japanese military cemetery at Nagasaki. 

We have to acknowledge a copy of a 
second edition of Mr. Stont's ‘Chinese 
and English Vocabulary in the Pekingoso 
dialect,” which was first published in 
Shanghai some six years ago. As ro 
gards alterations mado in tho present 
edition, Mr. Stent remarks that .“ the 
Alphabetical Index has been out out, 
as superfluous, and a Radical Index, by 
strokes, substituted in its place, This gi 
the student the choice of two Radical In- 
dices ; he can find any character, and con- 
sequently any combination he may want, 
either by the number of strokes in the one 
Index, or by the sound in the other.— 
Some throo thousand additional combina- 
ions of characters in common use havo 
been inserted in their proper places in the 
main body of the book ; these, however, 
although they will materially increaso its 
usefulness, still leave it very far from being 
complete ; thousands might yet be added ; 
in fact, tho book might be mado double its 
present size and yet be deficient of many 
‘expressions or phrases in everyday use.” 
In conclusion, Mr. Stent acknowledges 
the assistance he has derived from Mr. 
‘Titoushkin of H. I. M. Customs, “to 
whom is due the entire crodit of correcting 
the proofs and putting the book through the 
Press,” Mr. Stent’s absence from Shanghai 
having prevented him from personally 
superintending the publication, 

The L. & 0, Express says letters from 
Kashgar, received at Turkestan, fully con- 
firm the reports of Yakoob Beg’s sudden 
demise. The famous Emir died at Korla, 
after an illness of thirteen days, His 
remains were brought to Kashgar, and 
buried on the 3ist May in the cemetery of 
Appak Chodsha. Chakim-Chanjura, a de- 
scondant of Buzruk Chodsha, dethroned by 
Yakoob Bog, was designated by the latter, 
to the detriment of his own children, as his 
successor ; but he, after consulting leading 
civil and military authorities, renounced his 
right in favour of Kuli Beg, the late Emir’s 
eldest son, who had remained in the capital 
as Regent when his father took the field 
against tho Chinese between Turfan 
and Karajar. Further intelligence from 
Russian merchants trading in those parts 
of Central Asia states that the Chinese, 
after crossing the Karajar-Darja, have 
laid siege to the town of Karajar, This 
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news is corroborated by a telegram from 
Golonel Prejevalski, the celebrated travel- 
ler, dated Fuldus, June 6th, announcing 
the advance of the Chinese after the con- 
questof Turfan, on Karajar, evacuated bythe 
citizens. Yakoob Bog's sway, adds Colonel 
Prejevalski—still unaware of the Emir’s 
death—is soon to fall. At tho request of 
tho now ruler of Kashgar, the Russian 
Government havo prohibited the export of 
provisions to Chineso provinces occupied 
by troops operating against Kuli Beg. 

In the Peking Gazette of the 10th Sep- 
tomber the Governor of Shantung relates 
the further troubles of the grain fleet. 
‘Very recently, Li Hoh-nien, the Governor- 
General of the Yellow River, reported that 
onie of the junks only had succeeded in 
effecting an entrance to the Canal before 
tho water of the river fell, necessitating the 
construction of a new dam and tho dredg- 
ing of a newentrance. Another rise of the 
rivor took place as soon as this had been 
completed, but again “the current not 
being sufficiently direct, a heavy deposit 
took place, and all the efforts that could be 
brought to bear only succeeded in passing 
‘one more squadron into the Canal.” Again 
it was necessary to dig out a new channel, 
and this time the passage was successfully 
effected. By the 18th August all the junks 
had reached Lintsing, where the entire 
fleet of 430 sail passed out of the Canal 
into the river Wei. Their troubles, how- 
ever, were not yet over. The water in this 
stream also is unprecedentedly low, owing 
to tho drought that has prevailed in 
Hooan ; ,and the junka cannot proceed 
until a rise takes place. 

‘The Gazette of the 11th September con- 
tains a decree directing the attention of 
provincial Governments to the matter of 
water courses, ‘The importance of theso 
for purposes of irrigation is dwelt upon, 
and the officials are to “consider carefully 
and take such as may be requisite 
either to repair and restore the channels 
heretofore existing, or to construct new 
works, where none are at present.” —Could 
not the provincial authorities of Kiangsu 
be induced “carofully to consider” the 
Pootung point, which is so badly deteriorat- 
ing tho channel of the Hwangpu, and 
decidedly tends to impede the flow of the 
tide and so lessen the supply of water, for 
purposes of irrigation, in the country? 

‘The Gazette of the 13th September 
reports one of the cheapest pieces of work 
we have seen recorded for some time. The 
walls of Lanchow, the capital of Kansuh, 
which were well-nigh destroyed during tho 
rebellion, have been rebuilt at a cost of only 
Tis. 3,397. ‘This is for material only, the 
Iabour having beon done. by the soldiers; 
but Tis. 8,307 for the material for a wall 
five miles in circumference seoms tolorably 
cheap. 

Li Hung-chang reports having caused 
grain to be brought from Manchuria, for 
the relief of the population afflicted by 
famine, and solicits the remission of lekin 
duties upon the importations. Large sup- 
plies have also been sent from hence ; but 
we fear there are greater obstacles than 
even lekin taxes, between the grain and the 
starving population of Shensi. There are 
no communications nor means of con- 
veyance, The Tientsin bund is literally 











‘covered with grain, but it does not seem to 
get any further. Indeed, it has been found 
in India that sending supplies any con- 
siderable distance into the country by 
means of animals is well-nigh impracticable. 
‘There is no fodder, because every other 
green crop has failed from the same cause 
as the corn; and the animals eat nearly 
as much as they can carry. One difficulty, 
which exists in India, isabsent here. The 
animals might be utilised for food on the 
spot, if the Government would face such an 
expense ; so that food for their return 
journey need not becalculated. Whereas the 
Hindoo would rather die of starvation than 
eat the bullock which is there used both as 
a pack and draught animal. 

‘The Peking Gazette of the 17th September 
contains a curious illustration of the rule 
that yamén underlings shall not be allowed 
to attain to office. However inconsistent 
with our ideas of the right of every man to 
aspire to the highest point his ability will 
enable him to reach, the rule is no doubt 
in some respects a good one in China, 1t 
puts a stop to an immense amount of 
intrigue and back-door influence. But it 
does seem to operate rather cruelly when 
put in force against a man who has actually 
attained to high rank. One Liu Wén-kai ap- 
pears to have attaixed to the rank of Taotai 
and Salt Commissioner, though having been, 
many years ago, a menial in the service of a 
district Magistrate in Ohékiang. By pur- 
chase and false representation he succeeded 
in obtaining official rank, and has subse- 
quently risen to his present grade. So far, 
his antecedents appear to have been winked 
at; but he seems to have felt too sure of 
his position, and aspired to be presented 
to the Emperor ; whereon arose an outery 
of virtuous indignation that has resulted 
in his being stripped of his rank; 
while the authorities of Kiangsu (in which 
he holds office) and Anhwei (of which he is 
a native) are ordered to institute a stringent 
enquiry, and inflict the punishment which 
the law preseribes.—All of which means, 
probably, that Lin Wen-kai will be 
tremendously squeezed, and will retire into 
private life a sadder and poorer man. 

‘An amusing instance of the Chinese 
propensity for elevating the most trifling 
matters of routine into high political im- 
portance, occurs in the Gazette of the 18th 
September. A Shantung junk gets blown 
out to sea and wrecked on the coast of 
Corea; whereupon the King of Corea 
writes to say that, “on the 3ist March 
last great alarm was felt on a report being 
received that a vessel of alien build had 
been stranded on the coast of his kingdom. 
‘The authorities despatched to the spot to 
make enquiries gathered from the language 
and dress of those on board, that they were 
beyond a doubt shipwrecked subjects of 
the suzerain state (China).” They were ac- 
cordingly taken care of and forwarded to the 
frontier ; and the vice-Presidentof the Board 
‘of Ceremonies at Moukden then takes up 
the parable, and reports to the Throne that 
“regulation sanctioned, in 1850, a gratuity 
of Tls. 30 as payable to Corean officers who 
come in charge of distressed mariners 
under circumstances of this kind ;” and 
the precedent has been adhered to in the 
present caso, “‘as a distinguished renumera- 
tion for his (the present officer’s) trouble, 














and in furtherance of the Imperial loving- 
Kindness !” 

‘The Gazette of the 18th September con- 
tains an interesting memorial from Ohung- 
how, regarding the arrangements mado 
for introducing an organised Government 
among the squatters in the region border- 
ing on Corea, More than one memorial 
has already been published on the subject, 
setting forth the projected reforms ; and 
their accomplishment is now reported. 
Brigandage has been suppressed, and the 
rogions in question have been brought 
under control, “the immigrant population 
turning themselves,” in the euphonistic 
language of the writer, “to the quarter 
whenco renovation proceeds.” Lands have 
been marked ont and assessed for taxation, 
and districts portioned off and officials 
nominated to administer them, Altogether 
some 300,000 acres have been admitted to 
the benefits of taxation, Walled cities, 
official yaméns, cantonments, éo., are to 
be built; and the cost defrayed out of tho 
new sources of revenue. 

‘The Gazette of the 19th September 
contains a Decree expressing tho Imperial 
regrets at the decease of Wéng'Pung-tsioh, 
Governor of Hupoh, and appointing Shao 


Heng-yi AI) BFK os his successor. This 
officer was allowed in March, 1876, to re- 
sign his office as Governor of Shensi on the 
ground of ill-health. He now renters tho 
public service, 

‘The Russian Central Asian exploring 
party had, according to latest advices, 
arrived at Kouldja, 

‘A Cnero0 correspondent sends us a trans 
lation of a letter from the Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Shantung, which shows that 
great distress is still provailing in that 
province, and foreshadows worso during 
the coming winter. 

News has been received to tho effect 
that the rebels in Jaray, around Kago- 
shima, have surrendered, and that Generals 
Saigo and Kirino are dead. They wero 
both killed in a final battle on the 
25th September. Another rising, it is 
ssid, has taken place in ‘Tosi, and that 
a few days ago between five and six 
thousand insurgents were under arms in 
that locality. If even this be truo, it is 
thought the Imperialists, with the troops 
they have in readiness, will soon be able 
to restore order. 

“The Straits Times learns that rain has 
fallen plentifully all over Stan lately, and 
that the prohibition of the exportation of 
rice, which is to come into operation on the 
27th instant, will be removed in the course 
of two months. 

The Madras Mait of the 28th August has 
a reassuring leader, in which it states that 
it has ‘good cause to believe that the 
worst period of the Mapras famine is 
over.” 

The Turkish Envoy to Caut reached 
Peshawur on the 22nd August. The ruler 
of Jelalabad was waiting to receive him at 
Jamrud. The Ameer of Cabul has sent a 
guard of 100 men to Ali Musjid to escort 
the Envoy te Cabul, where it is expected 
he will accord a gracious reception to the 
Embassy. Two of the Envoy’s suite havo 
gone to the Akhoond of Swat on a special 
mission, with presents from the Sultan, 
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Gaitoyial Selections. 








‘THE PROSPEOTS OF FAMINE. 
‘Tum prospects of another famine this 
year, in China, suggest naturally enough 
to those interested in the welfare of the 
country schemes by which the visitation 
may be lessened, and by which -the 
maximum of good may be done with 
the least possible risk of permanently 
pauperizing the people. To employ 
thom on great and useful public works 
is the first plan which suggests itself, 
and of these public works one which 
naturally attracts the attention is the 
diversion of the Yellow River into its 
ancient course. We published recently 
along and carefully argued appeal 

* recommending this scheme to the notice 
of foreigners and natives, and urging 
the necessity of sotting about the work 
with as little delay as possible. : There 
can be no doubt, judging from the 
paper contributed by Mr. Ney Elias to 
the Royal Geographical © Sooiety’s 
Journal in 1870, that great advantages 
would accrue to the Empire by the 
work, ‘To quote the arguments of the 
explorer:—“ Firstly, a channel sufii- 
“ oiontly navigable for the wants of the 
“Chinese and their commerce would 
“be obtained. Secondly, irrigation 
“would be supplied to the extensive 
“district at present in a state of 
“poverty and disorganization for the 
“want of it, Thirdly, another largo 
“ district, a3 largo in aqnare mileago 
“ag the conuties of Kent, Surrey, and 
“Middlesex together, would be de- 
“Jivered from an inundation which has 
“ caused the greatest distress and ruin. 
“Fourthly, by restoring the balance of 
“water supply in these two districts 
“or lines of country, the condition 
“of a large population would be 
“greatly improved and the labour of 
“thousands, who at present have no 

“employment and can barely earn an 

“existence, would be in demand, not 

“only for the works while in progress, 

“but also for the increased agriculture 

“and industry which would follow on 

“ their complotion.”—Bat, granted that 

this engineering work would be a boon 

to the nation, and granted that it is 
one on which the thousands of starving 
natives might with propriety be em. 
ployed, the question remains whether 
it is one that lies within the scope of 
charitable foreigners and natives. Is 
it nob distinctly one of those works 
which belongs to an Imporial Govern- 
ment, and which an Iinperial Govern- 
ment alone is able to’ essay with any 

reasonable chatice of success? It is a 

work which at the lowest estimate will 

involve an outlay of many millions 
sterling, and the liberality of the hand- 
fal of foreign residents, supplemented 
by the money of the Chinese who are 
under their influence, could not be ex- 
pected to raise anything like the sam 
required. 

‘Tho questions for the foreign settlers 
at the outports in relation to the 
claims of the famino-strioken’ regions 

















are these:—Ist. With a like visitation 
devastating largo districts of our Indian 
Empire, have not Englishmen a call to 
throw all the money they have at their 
disposal for charitable purposes, in that 
direction rather than into the hands of 
the Chinese, where large portions of it 
will be absorbed by corrupt officials ? 
2nd. If anything is done, had it not 
better be “charity pure and simple?” 
Should we not be accused of sinister 
motives, and be suspected of seeking to 
advance our personal gains, if we made 
our alms conditional on the accept- 
ance of any scheme of foreign con- 
coction? For it would be represented 
as a scheme of foreign concoction, 
however closely it accorded with 
schemes emanating from the natives 
themselves! In any case, as we have 
often said when writing on this subject, 
measures taken by H.B.M.’s Govern- 
ment for the relief of the famine 
in India afford extremely valuable hints 
to those who have to deal with a 
similar visitation in this or any other 
country. A recent writer in The 
Friend of India remarks :—In appeal- 
ing to private charity, it should ever be 
remembered that it is the unfairest 
form that taxation can assume. It is 
only the few comparatively, who ever 
think of “giving” — systematically. 
‘Thus the conscience and the sympathies 
of the fow lay upon them a burden in 
which the thoughtless many have no 
share.” After all, this is a time for 
strong representations to the rulers 
of the country. The Ministers of the 
various Western Governments should 
press upon the Chinese authorities the 
duty of employing the natives in useful 
public works. The diversion of the 
Yellow River would be as good as 
any other, but we fear that it is too 
vast an undertaking for any company 
of private individuals: 
“These are Imperial works and worthy kings f” 
On the other hand, it may be said 
with some degree of plausibility that 
wo have go little reason to expect any 
good from diplomatic action, that when 
we hope anything from the pressure 
of the Foreign Ministers on the Peking 
Government, wo aro leaning on a broken 
reed ; and that we are actually shelving 
the question by the very act of hinting 
ata solution from that quarter. It is 
impossible to overrate what may be 
done by individual energy ; and, if the 
idea of setting the starving people to 
labour at great public works could 
once be driven into the heads of the 
Chinese officials, an immense move in 
the right direction would be gained. 
But they must be convinced that the 
engineers and merchants who promote 
the project have no second motives, 
but a single eye to the good of the 
nation. 








‘THE TURKS IN EUROPE. 
‘Ar present, when the valour and ability 
shown by the Turks in resisting their 
hereditary cnemies are so conspicuous, 
one cannot help looking back to the 





time when they were the dread of 
Enropean states, and when the country 
which now stands at the head of the 
nations in her military efficiency and 
preparedness felt alarmed at the 
prowess and the power of the Ottoman 
armies. Early in the seventeonth 
century, Busbequius, ambassador from 
Ferdinand II to the Sultan Solyman II, 
wrote thus :—“When I compare the 
“power of the Turks with our own, I 
confess the consideration fills me with 
“anxiety and dismay, and a strong con- 
“viotion forces itself on my mind that 
“ we cannot long resist the destruction 
“which awaits; they possess immense 
«wealth, strength unbroken, and per- 
“fect knowledge of the arb of war, 
“ patience under every difficulty, union, 
“order, frugality, and a constant state 
“of preparation. On our side, ex- 
“ hausted finances and universal luxury, 
“our national spirit broken by repeated 
“defeats, mutinous soldiers, mercenary 
« officers, licontiousness, intemperance, 
“and a total contempt or neglect of 
“military disoipline fill up the dismal 
“catalogue. Is it possible to doubt 
“how such an unequal conflict must 
“terminate? The enemy's forces 
“being ab present directed against 
“Persia only suspends our fate; after 
“subduing that power, the all-conquer- 
“jing Mussulman will rash with un- 
“divided strength and overwhelm at 
“once Europe as well as Gormany.”— 
‘Tho sword of the Polish King John- 
Sobieski delivered Austria from its 
dreaded enemy. And in return Austria, 
Prussia, and Russia parted Poland 
amongst them, thereby sharing, though 
not with equal guilt, in the greatest 
crime of modern times ; for, as has been 
forcibly and traly said, “Philip TI and 
Louis XIV had often violated tho 
law of nations, but the spoilers of 
Poland overthrow it.” 

It is impossible to predict what will 
bo the result of the present war; but 
we havo lately read that the Russians 
have withdrawn their armies from 
Poland to take part in the war in 
Bulgaria; and the idea will suggest 
itself that, if the Poles should select 
the moment for a rising, it would 
seriously cripple the Russians who 
are already exhausting themselves in 
their efforts to preserve their prestige, 
and who must be keenly feeling their 
enormous losses. That the Poles can- 
not be happy under the rule of tho 
Czar, we aro convinced in spite of the 
assurances of the Russophiles. Such a 
sway can never be popular. The spirit 
which actuated Repnin and Drewitz, 
the first Russian ravagers of Poland, 
is still extant. Most of us remember, 
partially perhaps because it was the 
subject of an exquisite poom, the 
savage vengeance exercised in the time 
of Nicholas on the unfortunate nuns 
of Minsk, Russia is tho samo in 
Poland as she is everywhere, and we 
confess it seems to us a most hazardous 
step to leave that country without its 
ammiés of occupation. People who 
have beon subjected to the power of 
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tho Czar bave a strange habit of trying 
to esoape from it, if it is so beneficent 
and: humane os it is represented to be. 
‘The. Circassians we see are leaving the 
Caucasus in multitudes, and neither 
men, women nor children, think them- 
selves secure until they gain the reas- 
suring presence of Hebart Pasha’s 
ironclads. 

Looking at the strange way in 
which the confidence of the invaders 
has been rebuked up to the present 
point, we cannot help re-reading that 
old Imperial Ambassador's account of 
the power of the Turk; and though 
what he dreaded can never occur, we 
seo how foolishly and inconsiderately a 
largo section of Buropean statesmen 
and writers have acted in depreciating, 
as they have so long depreciated, the 
power of the Turkish Empire, Still, 
though the soldiers fight with a des- 
perate bravery, and though each suc- 
cess seems like a draught of the elixir 
of life to the individual warrior, we 
seo that the armies they have been 
opposed to are of a very different stock 
to those which fought at Gravelotte. 
The Russian Generals have certainly 
not distinguished themselves. In the 
German war tho leadership of armies 
was given to Princes because they were 
soldiers. In tho present campaign tho 
leadership of armies has been given to 
Princes because they were Princes. 
And: in various other respects the 
inefficiency of the foo against whom 
the Turks wore called on to contend, 
has beon apparent, ‘Thus, no sinister 
apprehensions of Turkey growing too 
powerful need actuate any modern 
Enropean statesmav, or induce him to 
interfere with her in carrying out her 
rosolute programme of postponing all 
talk of peace until the enemy have re- 
crossed the Danube. 





‘THE TURKS IN ASIA, 


Faw races have shown so much persist 
ence of character as the Turks, and 
fow have had the opportunity at such 
distant intervals of time and space of 
profoundly affecting the current of 
human history. From the pre-historic 
ages, when, a3 the Azhi Dahaka of the 
Avesta, or the Tika of Chinese legend, 
they. chased the ancestors of the Chows 
across the Pamir, to the present 
moment when they are engaged in a 
mortal’ straggle for the retention of 
thoir conquests in Bulgaria, the Turks 
always come before us as a race hardy 
in battle, possessing many of the finest 
qualities ‘of the soldier ; yet, curiously, 
ever unable to administer with wisdom 
the provinces they have gained by 
military prowess. One of the earliest 
notices of the Turks occurs in Mencius. 
Formorly, he tells us, when King Tai 
dwelt in Pin, the Tiks were continually 
making. encroachments ; he assembled 
his old men, told them what the Tiks 
wanted was his territory, and that he 
would sacrifice himself for their bene- 
fit. He accordingly took his depar- 
ture from Pin, crossed the Liang-shan,. 








Dard mountains, and founded a colony 
ab the foot of the T’ien-shan. His 
people, we are told, followed him like 
“crowds hastening to market.” Bat 
the Turk was impelled by the same 
restless spirit to attack bis descendants 
in their new settlement. The fugitives 
were no better able to hold their own 
in their new location than in the old, 
and the invasion of China and the 
foundation of the Empire of Chow, 
under Wn-wang, was brought about by 
the persevering attacks of the Turks; 
which rendered the state of K’i-chow 
no longer tenable, and forced the 
Chows to take up their abode in what, 
in after times, was destined to be the 
Empire of China. Here, for a time left 
in peace, the Chows had time to trane- 
plant their customs and their forms of 
Government to a country sparsely 
peopled by pastoral tribes ; and around 
the new state accreted the oft told 
Aryan myths of the rising sun and 
his strife with the realms of dark- 
ness, The Turks were not yet content; 
and before long we find them again 
oppressing the infant state. Faintly 
glimmering through the thick mists 
which mark tho birth of history, we see 
the figures of King Mub, the Beautiful, 
whose visits to fairy-land have been 
the theme of story tellers ever since. 
King Mub, wo are told, desired to carry 
on the contest with the Turks ; but his 
advisers reminded him of the dealings 
of his ancestors with these same tribes, 
and recommended him rather to seek 
to captivate them by the example of 
good government, than risk the un- 
certain issue of battle. King Mub 
agreed, and received a nominal tribute 
of four white wolves and four white 
deer. But however conducive to a 
better understanding may have been 
the example of Muh’s administration, 
his successors did not follow in his 
paths, and King Yti, the Dark, brings 
the state to the verge of ruin. His 
subjects, driven to desperation, rebel, 
and his chief Minister, insulted and 
threatened by the King, calls in the 
ever ready Turk. The capital quickly 
fell, the King was killed, his heir be- 
came a fagitive, and the empire of China 
bid fair to fall, almost before it had 
time to become established, under the 
rule of the Turk. An avenger was, 
however, athand. The ruler of ‘sin, 
apparently a Scyth little less uncivilised 
than the barbarian Turk, came to the 
rescue and restored the fallen house. 
He took his reward, however, in the 
old Imperial patrimony, and once again 
the Chows had to remove eastwards. 
‘The new ally had, however, enough to 
do himself to maintain his existence 
against the ever present enemy, aud it 
was not for some centuries after, when 
temporary successes against the Turks 
set free its arms, that T’sin, in the 
person of prince Ching, was able to 
complete its schemes of aggrandise- 
ment by the establishment of the 
Chinese Empire under himself as Shi- 
hwang-ti. Shortlived as was his 
dynasty, his principles of government 








survived, and when the empire returned 
to Chinese hands, in the person of 
Kao-ti, first of the Hans, the institn. 
tions established by Ching were con- 
tinued. 

‘The Tarks, now known as’ Hiung- 
nd, apparently Kara Nicus, had grown 
powerful amid the troubles of 
China, and now under their Shen-yu 
had established a regular government. 
Of their manners, an old Chinese 
writer gives a graphic account. “They 
inhabited the northern regions end 
removed from place to place, according 
to the pasturago for their flocks aud 
herds. The bulk of their stcck con- 
sisted of horses, oxen and sheop; but 
in smaller numbers they bred likewise 
camels, asses, mules, horse-ass hybrids, 
wild horses and hybrids from the same. 
Removing their herds to find water and 
pasturage, they had no fixed cities, but 
dwelt on their rural patrimonies, each 
family having its allotted portion of land, 
They had no written character, but 
performed oral contracts. The childron 
rode on sheop and shot birds and 
squirrels with the bow and arrow. 
‘When a little bigger, they shot foxes 
and hares, the flesh of which they ate. 
On reaching manhood, when able to 
bend a bow, they were fully equipped 
and mounted on horseback. In time: 
of peace they hunted for their 
living; but when harassed by war 
they cultivated martial exercises to fit: 
them for invasion or attack, which was: 
agreeable to their disposition. Tho 
taller troops were armed with bows and 
arrows, the shorter with swords’ and 
spears. When successful in the contest 
they pressed forward; but on meeting 
with a reverse they retreated and: 
thonght it no shame to ran away. On. 
gaining a victory they showed no re- 
gard to propriety or equity.”* Such 
was the nation which, a little more than 
two bundred years B.O., again became 
formidable and menaced tho existence 
of China, and of whom we learn that 
they had, under their Shen-yu Mowtun, 
brought into complete subjection all 
the wild tribes on the North, while 
China alone rivalled them in the South. 
Even China more than once was 
brought to the verge of destraction, 
On one occasion the Emperor Kao-ti 
with three hundred thousand troops 
was surrounded at P'ing-ch’eng in 
Shensi, and only escaped by judicious 
bribery. To such straits was thearmy 
reduced, that the common people for 
long had a ballad 

“Tn Ping Oh’eng the royal captive 
Ie truly brought full low 
Nor food nor drink for seven days, 
Nor ieave to draw 9 bow. 

It was not for two hundred years 
that the Chinese succeeded in getting 
rid of their restless neighbours, and 
then not by conquest or fair fighting, 
but by the lasting wenkness of the 
Tark, bis strange incapacity for settled 
government. Skilfully taking advan- 
tage of disorganisation in the Hostile 














* Translation of the Tsien Han-shu, by’ 
Mr, Wylie. 
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camp, the Chinese of nineteen centuries 
ago, as the Russians of to-day, attacked 
their relentless enemies and drove 
them back to their original fastnesses 
in the Altais. Here, amidst various 
vicissitudes, they remained for some 
hundreds of years, but again becom- 
ing powerfal they established various 
kingdoms in greater or lesser proximity 
to China, Finding no powerful state 
to check their advances, they succeeded 
in over-running a great part of Asia, 
sind at last were brought’ in contact 
with the Byzantine Empire. The old 
and decrepid state could offer little 
resistence to the vigorous assaults of 
its new enemies, and at last, after a 
siego of fifty-three days, the capital 
Constantinople fell on the 29th May, 
1453. Fow nations have undergone 
groater vicissitudes than the Turks; 
few perhaps have done more injury to 
the cause of civilisation ; few certainly 
liave preserved for so many ages their 
national character and national weak- 
‘nesses as well as national virtues. 





‘TESTAMENTARY LAW. 
In England, where the testamentary laws 
Teave a freedom scarcely known else 
where for the disposition of an in- 
dividual’s effects after his death, it 
seems as if in the ordinary course of 
events the testamentary power should 
be the most nataral outgrowth of the 
Jaws of property. That such has not 
been the case, we may judge even from 
the legal history of Great Britain, 
where landed property only slowly 
omorged from its feudal shackles, and 
where, to the present moment, it alone 
remains bound under certain conditions 
and stipulations to which personal pro- 
perty is not liable. Turning to France, 
professedly the champion of revolu- 
tionary ideas, we find in full force 
thore a Jaw of entail such as England, 
even in the fall prevalence of feudalism, 
never submitted to, So tyrannical, in 
fact, that the power of making a will, 
which seems to us one of the first 
offshoots of free institutions, is so 
hampered and restricted that in the 
great majority of cases a Frenchman 
prefers to leave the narrow laws of 
inheritance to take their course, and 
cares little for what may follow after 
him. In point of fact, the legality of 
wills is a matter of late introduction in 
law, and like many, if not most, of the 
improvements in that science, is to be 
traced’ directly to Roman influence. 
We may therefore expect that most 
nations whose legal inspirations were 
@oveloped before the period when 
Roman law started on its forward 
journey, or whose connection with the 
Roman stem cessed before that time, 
should have but crude ideas, if any, of 
testamentary forms. In this position, 
we accordingly find the Chinese 
at the present day. Wills do exist in 
& most rudimentary form in Chiua, 
but they are at best merely directions 
to the natural heirs, not invested with 
the sacred powers of law attaching to 





Enropean testaments. In other coun- 
tries, such as India, the place of wills is 
ocenpied by the power of adoption, 
the adopted son in every particular 
standing in the position of the natural 
born offspring ; and this right, as we 
have mentioned incidentally, likewise 
exists in China, but is nob so clearly 
and distinctly defined as in Hindu 
jurisprudence. So, again, the rights of 
succession were apparently originally 
in Romen, Hindu and Chinese law, 
connected with the duties of maintain- 
ing the family cult, In the oldest 
periods of Roman legislation, as even 
now in Indian, they formed an in- 
tolerable barden on inheritances, and 
even as late as the time of Cicero, the 
separation of the religious from the 
legal aspects of the succession was 
not complete. In China, thongh the 
religious ealt has bad to give way 
in theory, it still retains too great a 
hold on the feelings and prejudices of 
the people to be lightly set aside. In 
the old days of the Chows, the religions 
view was still prominent, and it was 
the care of the Wang, as head of tho 
family, to see that the sacrifices of 
dependent heirs of princes were duly 
kept up. ‘Hence, when the Empire of 
the Yins was finally upset, Wei-tsze-ki, 
the morning star, who, as became his 
prototype, bad attached himself to the 
fortunes of the newly risen house, was 
daly appointed to continue the sacrifices 
of Yin. Now-n-days, if the worship of 
ancestors has lost’ some of its legal 
force, it still retains its hold on the 
imaginations of the people, and the 
heir who should refuse or neglect to 
perform the proper obsequies to the 
maues of the departed would have 
to look for the contempt of his fel- 
lows, as well as the more fear- 
fal, because unknown, dangers which 
the neglected spirit would not fail 
to raise in his path. The succes- 
sion to property in China is a thing 
on which the occupier for the time 
being has comparatively little say. 
If the property bas been inherited, the 
owner possesses at least but a life in- 
terest. It has come down to him by 
certain rules, and beyond him it must 
descend by similar. Over his own in- 
dividual earnings he possibly has more 
power, but the fact thata will isan 
exception, rather than the rule, seems to 
show that individual ownership is 
searcely as yet recognised in China, 
In such a case any property left would 
descend to his heirs male in common, 
or in case of a failure of immediate 
descendents, to the agnates of the next 
degree. The caso of a will attempting 
to upset any auch devolution of 
property would be of the rarest oceur- 
rence, and seeing the intimate manner 
in which the family cult and the family 
property descends, we can readily under- 
stand the small desire to depart from 
the beaten track. It is hard to say 
how in such a case the law wonld de- 
cide, for as we have before remarked, 
there is really no competent tribunal 
nor any authoritative rule of law to 








intervene. The clamours of the rela 
tives left out in the cold would’ pro- 
bably prevail more than any calm con- 
sideration as to what we should assume 
to be the legal rights of the case. So, 
with regard to the position of the 
widow, we have to go back to the 
earliest period of Roman jurispradenco 
fora parallel. As we stated previously, 
the position of the wife in the more 
ancient period was really more like that 
of adaughter. She came under tho 
patria postestas of the husband, and 
in this position remained for the ro- 
mainder of her life. She had, in 
fact, no independent position of her 
own, and became sunk in her hus- 
band’s identity. Nor did the situation 
change on the death of her hus- 
band. The patria postestas then merely 
changed bands, The eldest son a3 
head of the family assumed allthepower 
and responsibilities of his deceased 
father. Hence, although the position 
of the widow was always an honoured 
one, and the influence she exercised 
over her son was always considered 
right and proper, she in her own per- 
mn had no legal status ; and except as 
a trasted adviser, or in the case of the 
infancy of the heir, as guardian, had 
no acknowledged power. In precisely 
similar case is the position of the widow 
in China. She has-come under the 
patria postestas of tho family into 
which she has married, and as such has 
to render implicit obedience to the 
immediate head. As an individual sho 
is in the eyes of tho law nobody, and 
though sho occasionally conirives to 
exercise considerable personal influence, 
this arises not from any legal right, 
but from merely porsonal and intellec- 
tual considerations. 








DICKENS’ CHINA MERCHANT. 
Propanty few of the China residents 
who have beguiled hours of languor or 
convalescence with the novels of Charles 
Dickens, recollect that perhaps his 
least fortunate delineation was of one 
of themselves. Arthur Clennam, tho 
gloomy hero of “Little Dorrit,” is ‘re 
presented as a man who has worked 
hard in business in China, and who 
returns characteristically enough with- 
out having made a fortune. The, best 
years of his life are represented as 
having been passed in China, and he 
returns with a very firm resolution to 
leave the unproductive line of business, 
and never to return to itagain! It is 
easy to say that Dickens, having to 
introduce a hero who had been abroad, 
thought that China would do as well as 
any other remote country for the sceno 
of exile; the “golden South Americas” 
having been used in another book, and 
an Indian career being unsuitable to 
the position and prejudices of Clennam, 
But China always seems to have had an 
interest for Dickens, porhaps from the 
fact of his son having been there, and 
had he lived to conclude the work on 
which he was engaged when he died, 
we should probably have seen 2 
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characteristic delineation of a Chinaman, 
and have been enabled to compare it 
with the pictures sketched in San Fran- 
cisco by Bret Harte. The opium den 
with which the “Mystery of Edwin 
Drood” opened seemed likely to re- 
appear in the later chapters. Clennam, 
however, the author's sole attempt to 
represent a China Merchant, is not at 
alla happy hit. He is bowed down by 
the recollection of an uncomfortable 
Calvinistic education, to an utterly un- 
reasonable extent. We can safely 
affirm that wo have never met any man 
who had resided in the East for five 
years, much less fifteen, who had not 
fally recovered his elasticity of thought 
on matters of speculative theology, 
never mind how rigorous and gloomy 
had been his carly bringing up. The 
sentimentality of the hero is curiously 
at variance with the habits of mind 
men contract in China, The only 
natural trait is the tendency to rail at 
Government officials. This, Clennam 
has strongly developed, and if dates 
admitted of such a possibility we might 
imagine that his temper had been 
soured when in China by a long’ cor- 
respondence relating to unpaid claims 
egainst the Chinese Government, with 
H.B.M.'s representative at Peking, or 
that he had been engaged during the 
fiftoon years so often alluded to, in 
memorializing the authorities to dredge 
the Woosung Bar. In representing 
the amount of knowledge (?) that tho 
middle class Englishman and English 
woman possessed (may wo not say 
possess P) about China, Dickens is as 
usual bright and amusing. The in- 
imitable faculty of observation which 
noted saliont points and strung them 
together so as to form a grotesquely 
unreal ‘and yet irresistibly suggestive 
picture, has a good opportunity here, 
and the author avails himself of that 
opportunity to exercise it to tho full. 
This is a sentence that very few other 
authors except Dickens could have 
dreamed of writing :-— 

“Indeed, Ihave little doubt,” said Flora, 
running on with astonishing speed and 
pointing her conversation with nothing but 
commas, and very few of them, “that you 
are married to some Chinese lady, being in 
China so long and being in business and 
naturally desirous to settle and extend your 
connection nothing was more likely than 
that you should propose to a Chinese lady 
and nothing was more nat Tam sure 
than that the Chinese lady, should accept 
you and think herself very well off too, I 
only hope she is not a Pagodian dissenter.” 
And later, the same character says :— 

“Oh, do tell me something about the 
Chinese ladies whether their eyes are really 
so long and narrow always putting me in 
mind of mother-of-pearl fish at cards and 
do they really wear tails down their back 
and plaited too or is it only the men, and 
when they pull their hair so very tight off 
their foreheads don’t they hurt themselves, 
and why do they stick little bells all over 
their bridges and temples and hats and 
things or don’t they really doit. . . .” 
This is ground on which the writer 
is at home, but we feel that Clennam 
does not know much more about the 
country in which he has resided fifteen 
years than Flora does. Though we 








have no man now living possessed of 
a tenth part of the genius of Dickens 
as a novel writer, we know that 
the requirements of the art are more 
rigid than of-old, and that if George 
Eliot for instance were to introduce a 
merchant returned from China, she 
would contrive to get up the subject 
and would make his conversation 
savour of Shanghai or Hongkong. 
Some allusion or expression or turn 
ofa sentence would smack of China, 
and though the majority of English 
readers would miss it, it would strike 
the returned China resident as a verit- 
able proof that the writer had some- 
how got inside her hero, and was 
seeing with his eyes, thivking with 
his mind, and speaking with his tongue. 








BOOKS TO READ. 


Hanvens! Revacsrs 4x5 
Posticariones 'Shangha, 
Kelly and Walsh, 

The Strange Adventures of a Phaeton has 
long been a favourite with novel readers 
who set little store on sensational incidents 
in comparison with eloquent descriptions 
of natural scenery, and a faithful, if some- 
what monotonous, delineation of the course 
of human emotions. Faithful, indeed, be- 
cause monotonous. pa novelists to 
the contrary notwithstanding, great crises 
and ‘tompestuous yessons “Biversify the 
careers of but very few, and the chronicler 
of quiet lives is therefore certain to find 
responsive echoes in the experience of his 
readers, which are fortunately rare in the 
experience of the public to which Miss 
Braddon and her school appeal. 

Charles Reave’s Woman Hater and 
Anthony Troxzore's American Senator may 
be classed together aa failing to represent 
the best periods of their authors" style. 
They are certain to disappoint the admirers 
of Never too late to mend, and of the 
Barchester series ; but they’ are readable, 
and in their present form marvellously 
cheap. We recommend them strongly to 
the attention of those who go up into the 
country in house-boats. 

‘The Half-hour Series continues to lengthen 
itslist. We have before us the third, fourth 
and fifth of the Epochs of English History, 
including the Rise of the People, the Tudors 
and the Reformation, and the struggle 
gainst absolute Monarchy. We have also 

Iniversity Life in Ancient Athens, some- 
what of a misnomer as it seems to us, inas- 
much a8 we can find no resemblance be- 
tween university life in any modern country 
and the educational system described in 
this little work. But the book, leaving its 
name out of consideration, is overflowing 
with curious information aboutscholastic life 
in Athens, about which little has hitherto 
been known except by those whose reading 
in Greek literature has been more than 
usually discursive. 

‘Art Education applied to Industry is a 
sumptuous volume, richly illustrated, which 
at the frst glance we took for a drawing 
room table ornament. The author's design 
is much more serious. It is to prove that 
a carefully cultivated taste for what is 
artistically beautiful may find its expression 
in the productions of even common trades. 
By these the author appears to mean 
architecture and the manufacture of fur- 
niture, and of the various descriptions of 
wooden, metal and earthen ware, To en- 
force this lesson he shews with what lavish 

rodigality the ancients of all nations 
Recorated their articles of everyday use, 
and he exhorts the leaders of the eduea- 
tional movement in the various countries 
of the civilised world to encourage the 
study in ordinary schools, of those relics of 
ancient art which can by various means be 








so easily reproduced for purposes of in- 
struétion. ‘This were a consummation 
devoutly to be wished, no doubt, but sadly 
unlikely to be realised in these days, where- 
in too often the time devoted to general 
education is regarded as almost lost to a 
life designed to be spent in the practical 
work of money getting, 





@utports. 








NEWCHWANG, 


A Newchwang correspondent writes on 
the 25th ult.:—Of business generally I 
can only say that there are lots of ships 
arriving daily, and wo are trying to malo 
up lost time 'as well as provide for the 
dreary winter months which will soon com- 
mence. Weather much cooler ; the ther- 
mometor yesterday marked 38 fahrenheit, 
6 only above frost. 











‘TIENTSIN. 


‘The dry weather and the heat continue. 
It is quit unseasonable to have the mer- 
cury rising above 90°, as it has been doin, 
of lato. {am told’ that a very marked 
change has taken place in the climato of 
this place within the Inst 40 or 60 years, 
An intelligent man says he can remem- 
ber when, during the winter, the water in 
their water-kongs would freeze solid in ono 
night, in the best protected and warmest 
houses, a thing which never occurs now 
in an ordinary house. I’ve no doubt but 
this statement will help to strengthen 
or weaken some one’s theory concernin, 
changes of temperature and the caus 
thereof. Perhaps I ought to add that 
some of the “oldest inhabitants” amon, 
the foreigners think they have observe 
the same tendency. 

‘There have been frequent small fires 
of Inte in and about the city, A 
young lad, who is missing, is supposed to 
have been’ burned to death in one which 
ocourred last night on the river bank east 
of the city. ‘They are generally charged to 
incendiaries, 

Cholera seeins to be decreasing among the 
Chinese ; and, as the water in the ponds is 
decreasing,—perhaps the supply of hemp 
also—we are glad to report some diminu- 
tion in the amount of offensive odour float- 
ing about promiscuously. 

‘A gentleman walking on the plain last 
‘evening came near being shot by a China- 
man, who had been sent out to shoot owner- 
less dogs. Wo would recommend care in 
the exercise of this recreation. 

0. N. Denny Esq., U. 8. Consul for 
‘ientsin and Chefoo, aecompanied by Mrs 
Denny, arrived last night. He took charge 
of the Consulate to-day. 


20th Sept. 











Yesterday forenoon a long dark cloud 
came rolling up from the North-west, and 
reaching around more than a third of the 
horizon. It had every appearance of a 
dust-storm cloud, and was preceded by 
some wind and dust. It gradually dis- 
solved, however, into less dark and dense 
clouds, covering, apparently, the entire 
sky, when a few peals of thunder were 
heard, and the rain -began to descend, 
gently at first, but increasing to a fine rain 
of a few hours’ continuance. This will 
prepare fot sowing the autumn wheat. 

To-day, the atmosphere is clear, and the 
temperature delightfully cool, It is to be 
hoped that the heat is broken for this 
season, and that the general health may 
correspondingly improve. 

22nd Sept. 


A private letter from Tiontsin says— A. 
change has come over our weather which I 
hope is to be permanent. Yesterday, it 
rained hard. To-day, it is delightfully 
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cool and pleasant. If this continues the 
hoalth soalé will rise accordingly. 

Thear of distress in all directions already. 
‘Whats the winter to bring? AndTcan learn 
of nothing doing by the Chinese authorities 
for relieving the distress. You ask about 
the Chinese hemp (jute.) It has to be 
steeped for some 8 or 10 days to make the 
fibre separate from th and also to 
relieve it of all the juice and extraneous 
matter and'leave the fibro clean and white. 
‘The nastier the water, the quicker is the 
work done, The stench is simply horrible. 


22nd Sept. 











WENCHOW. 
Cholera has unfortunately made its 
adiitte 


a 
pearance here, and is now a by the 
natives to be epidemic. ‘Tho daily mor- 
tality is given at 35, but it is said to be 
steadily decreasing. Happily noforeignerhas 
been attacked yet,and our Consul, with his 
iisual energy, has’ got the Taotai to issue a 
proclamation calling on the people to ob- 
serve certain sanitary rules which have 
been suggested by Mr. Warren. ‘To-morrow 
a’ Joss is to be paraded, and the officials 
speak most hopefully of the speedily bene- 

cial effect this is sure to have.- When a 
man is once attacked, the Chinese—beyond 
in a few eases applying local acupuncture 
do absolutely nothing, hence the high death 
tate, nearly every case proving fatal, From 
the description given, I should not think 
the type of disease the most ‘malignant ; 
and can’t help belioving that treatment 
would tend to promote recovery in at least 
an appreciable number. 

Touching lekin, the officials are in a great 
state of perturbation, ‘Thy have now re- 
duced the rate on piece goods to 96 cash per 

iece, but even at this can get no payments. 
Opium, nominally taxed at's. 40 per plcul, 

ill be gladly passed for Ts. 82, but alas! the 
people are not to be propitiated. “This high 
tax is extortionate and unprecedented, 
and why because foreigners come and trade 
hore should we be taxed extra, we did not 
bring them 1” "Such is the burden of reply 
to the collector; and really the officials 
seem to have no power to enforce their 
domands, ‘The other day a foreigner, wish- 
ing to forward some goods inland, was 
sending them from his godown to the 
Gustom House to be examined, when the 
bearers were stopped by some one stating he 
was a lekin official, and paymont demanded. 
On the coolies refusing to accede, and 
further telling the self-styled official where 
the goods were going and for what pur- 
pose, the latter set on them and beat them, 
whereupon they dropped the goods and 
rushed back to their master, Chase was 
given and the offender caught. Failing to 
give a proper account of himself, ho was 

jetaincd until the authorities could be 
communicated with, ‘This was about nine 
o'clock in the morning ; at six o'clock p.m. 
it was discovered that he really had some 
connection with the lekin people; but no 
one could be got to own him. He was, 
therofore, released. This foreigner sends 
out with all. his goods a slip, stating to 
whom they belong and where they are 
going. He has informed the lekin officials 
that ‘of course if they stop his property 
he is at present powerless to prevent 
them, and will leave the goods in their 
hhands until steps can be taken else- 
where to protect him, meantime holding 
them responsible for all loss by deton- 
tion or otherwise, Hitherto no action 
has been taken by the lekin men, and 
although several have been seen ‘going 
about with an umbrella in one hand and a 
drawn sword in the other, they bolt with 
extraordinary speed the instant a foreigner 
comes in sight.—I have been going over 
the trade returns issued by the Customs for 
the April-June quarter, and our port by no 
means makes a bad show. We are ahead 
of Wuhu as faras piece goods are concerned, 
and this in spite of the great disadvantage 
we labour under when compared with that 











port as regards regular communication. 
Of course a package can always be dropped 
by some passing river steamer ; but for 
this place intending shippers must preserve 
alike their patience and their goods until a 
chanee offers. 

‘Again, the analysis seems to prove that a 
new field for Shirtings and T-Cloths has 
been opened up, and not, as was prophesied, 
simply a transference of trade from Ningpo 
brought about. Anything that we do in 
that last way will be so much more to the 

ood, and quite irrespective of our in- 
ferent capacity. Thus it will be seen 
that in the quarter under notice 60,705 
ieces of Shirtings and T-Cloths came here 
Breet; ‘whilst to Ningpo there were im- 
ported during the same time 306,849 pieces 
against 298,593 for same quarter last year, 
being an increase of 8,296 pieces on 1877. 
‘We have reason to believe that during 
the short time subsequent to June, when 
left untrammeled, it will be found that 
this favourable and promising condition of 
aflairs became more and more satisfactory, 
but now !—horresco referens—lekin has 
stepped in and spoilt all; and a Tekin that 
was not levied before we came. 

Rain continues to fall heavily. We fear 
the Palos will take back but poor accounts 
of our port, but if it is any comfort to you 
and to them, learn that this is a “most 
unusual year” and that for a better con- 
dition of things weare all living in a sanguine 
state of 

Sres. 


For the last eight days we have had very 
bad weathek ; day by day rain, and as the 
atmosphere ‘is getting cold’ now, I am 
afraid the paddy, ‘which is still green, will 
suffer very much. 

The shooting seasons setting in, but till 
now our'sportamon have only killed a few 
snipe ; it issaid that down at the “Lower 
Anchorage” there is any amount of game 
‘during the season, viz., wild geese, ducks, 
pheasants, deer, and even wild boar. 

Several’ foreign residents aro living in 

the city and a long way from the Custom- 
house. Itis very disagreeable and tiresome 
to walk Sarovg™ the streets in Chinese 
cities, especially when it is rainy and 
dirty weather; and as chair coolies aro 
very bad here, one foreigner ordered a 
jinricksha from Shanghai ; but the coolies 
here did not understand how to manage 
the thing; another member of our com- 
munity, however, was struck by the idea to 
have a donkey for drawing the jinricksha. 
Tam guite sure that many readers of your 
journal will heartily laugh, imagining such a 
vehicle, but I can assure you that it is quite 
a comfortable conveyance, and recommend 
the Shanghai residents and others who keop 
a jinricksha to employ instead of the coolie 
a donkey, the latter having certainly many 
advantages over to the former. 

U.S.S. Palos arrived here on the 14th 
from Shanghai, and will leave on the 20th 
for Ningpo ; besides this steamer we have 
not seen a European vessel in port since 
the departure of the s.s. Europe, which 
left this for Foochow on the 2nd inst.; but 
Thope that as soon as the Northern ports 
are closed, we will have a regular steamer 
here, perhaps twice a month. 

18th September. 


























FoocHow. 
The Herald says though cholera is still, 


happily, on the decrease, deaths are daily 
occurring amongst the natives. The mor- 
tality is almost entirely confined to the 
poorer classes whose disregard of sanitary 
precautions expose them in a greater degreo 
to this dread epidemic.—The heavy rains 
up-country at the beginning of Inst week 
caused a small freshet on the river. On 
Sunday and Monday last the temperature 
was quite autumnal, but since Tuesday the 
heat has been gradually returning to the 





ordinary agreeable summer standard.—The, 


8. S. Juan arrived on tho 17th Sept, and 
reports having been in collision “with tho 
P. & 0. 8.8. Lombardy off Black Point 
near Shanghai, Her starboard bow was 
slightly injured, but the damage was for- 
tunately all above water line, She will be 
docked and thoroughly overhauled prior to 
taking the berth for London.—The Nor- 
wegian barque Henrik Ibsen nearly carne'to 
grief on Thursday morning, as sho was 
dropping down’ tho river in charge of a 
pilot. It seems that the vessel got into 
chow-chow water below Pagoda Rock, and 
drifted right for the rock, from which slio 
was distant only about twenty feet when the 
Customs steam launch put off to her assist- 
ance, and after about twenty minutes towing 
got her clear into the fair ebb tide where sho 
was in comparative safety.—News has been 
received of the losson Sand Island of the Am. 
schr. Francis Baily. Thecrewof tho wreoked 
vessel were living for several days on the 
island, with scarcely any provisions, but 
have since been brought into Foochow by 
the Chinese gunboat Foo-pei, which was 
promptiy despatched to tieit aid on the 
requisition of the U.S. Consul.—Referring 
to the recent typhoon, the Herald says 
great fears aro entertained for tho safety 
of the pilot-boat Marie, which left with 
stores for the Ockseu and Turnabout Light- 
houses, on the 19th ult., and has not since 
been heard of. ‘The Chinese gunboat Foo- 
pei had gono out in search of her.—Tho 
opportunity was taken of H.B.M, gun- 
boats Nassar and Magpie being in port, to 
get up a cricket match between the Na 

and the Foochow Cricket Club, whi 
resulted in favour of the former b; 
two runs—106 to 104.—The Herald 
Chinese creditors aro proverbially remorsi 
less and exacting ; but when they procoed 
to divest an unlucky debtor of his nether 
garments, it rather passes human endurance, 
An unfortunate foreigner has been, it 
learns, quite recently subjected to this try- 
ing ordeal by some native creditors to whom. 
he was indebted for a wy sum. ‘These 
Celestial Shylocks broke into a Chineso 
house at which tho foreigner in question 
had a temporary lodging, and after appro- 
priating the greater portion of the poor 
man’s wardrobe, dragged him ignomini- 
ously through the streets of the Settlement 
into the presonce of his astonished Consul | 

‘The Market Keport of the 28th Septem- 
ber says there has been rather more 
activity shown by Tea buyers sinco tho 
last issue of the report. Congou,—Settle- 
ments—18,146 chests, at Tis, 5} a 22 
(Short). ‘The low grades have beon most 
in request, and the willingness of Teamon 
to meet the market has led to increased 
purchases being made. Flavory and medium 
sorts maintain former values, 

Froights to London £2.10 and £3,—On 
the berth, for London strs. Gleneagles (ander 
despatch) and Juan.—For Australia,— 
Airlie, and Spinaway (this vessel re-entered 
after having cleared.) 

Ezpected.—For London,—Steamers Ulys- 
ses and Braemar Castle, and sailing ship 
Edinburgh Castle, For Australia,—Circe 
and Countess of Erroll. 





















ator. 


I am credibly informed that a very 
extraordinary investigation was held here a 
few days ago, at the office of the Imperial 
Customs, when one of the officers was 
charged ‘by soveral of his brother officers 
with having constantly and recently, 
without any cause or reason whatever, 
maliciously used abusive and insulting Ian- 
guage, aud dangerous insinuations, towards 
his said brother officers and superior. A 
great_ many witnesses wore called, and one 
and all declared the allegations set forth to 
be true. ‘The accused gave a shuffling 
kind of “inspired” explanation, that it 
was a deep conspiracy on the part of the 
said officers to get him dismissed, because 
he was rather strict to them and that they 





were themselves afraid of being roported 
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by him, or something to that effect. Had 
he expressed contrition and admitted the 
several charges, I doubt not the Commis- 
sioner would have overlooked the whole 
affair. As it is, Lam afraid it will go hard 
with him. He has since been suspended 
from active duty, pending decision of the 
Inspector-General at Peking. His time of 
service is twelve years. 

The following was circulated by the 
Customs here a fews days ago :— 

“With reference to the Customs notifica- 
tion No. 18 of 28th June, notifying the 
provisional adoption at this port of the 

mutch standard for the classification of 
brown and white sugars, the mercantile 
public is hereby informed that, in accord- 
ance with instructions received from the 
Tnspector-General, the rule now in force at 
this port is to be adopted by the Customs 
at all the treaty ports. 

Instructions have also been received to 
the effect that the duty on Hupeh coal has 
heen reduced to one mace per ton—i.c., 
tho same rate at which duty is now charged. 
on Formosa coal.” —Daily Press. 

24th Sept. 





HONGKONG, 


A meeting of shareholders in tho Union 
Tnsuranee Company was held in Hongkong 
‘on the 26th September. ‘The report and 
accounts were passed. Messrs. Barnes 
and Dalrymple were re-elected directors.— 
‘The Daily Press says, apropos of the 
Blockade Question, affairs have assumed a 
yory serious aspect recently, as since the 
Ist instant all merchandise and provisions, 
including cattle, hitherto exempted from 
duty, aro subjected to heavy taxation at 
tho Cap-sing-moon and the ‘Cheung-chau 
Stations, on their way to Hongkong and 
Macao.” What makes the matter more 
sorious is the fact that the junk people 
dare not make complaint to this Govern- 
ment, for fear of being molested in Canton. 
If steps are not taken in time to remove 
this new obstacle in. its way, the trade of 
the colony will be seriously hampered. 

At a meeting of the Legislative Council 
on tho 17th Sopt., Dr. Hennessy made a 
lengthy speech anent prison discipline and 
his own action in the matter, the purport,of 
which was that, although an earnest advocate 
of reform in prison dseipline, the initiative 
was not taken by him at Hongkong. 
He states that Lord Carnarvon was 
struck by the increase of prison offences 
in the Colony, and noting a certain 
passage in the report of the Gaol Com- 
mittee, published before Mr. Hennessy’ 
arrival, suggested the employment of Chi- 
nose tumkeys in the gaol. But though the 
Governor did not initiate the changes which 
have been and are being made in prison 
Gisciplino and the treatment of criminals, 
he has entered upon the work with great 
ardom, and is most desirous of carry- 
ing out the views of the noble Lord, 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
‘Mr. Hennessy lays it down that the system 
of prison discipline should consist of a due 
mixture of severe punishment with efforts 
for amendment, He then goes on to show 
that it is unwise to make life in Gaol un- 
endurable to prisoners, and shows that the 
outbreak in Singapore prison in 1875 was 
ue to this cause. ‘The Daily Press agrees 
with His Excellency that a prisoner's exis- 
tence should not be rendered unsupportable 
to him, but also maintains that the punish- 
ment awarded him there should be strongly 
deterrent, and that no undue consideration 
should be shown, especially to old offenders. 
A knowledge of ‘the character of the crimi- 
nals haunting the Colony is sufficient to 
discourage any sanguine hopes of their 
amendment, and few good results can be 
anticipated fromattempismade to reformthe 
Chinese felon,—The U.S.S. Kearsaiye has 
left Hongkong for Boston, viatheSuezCanal. 
As the vessel steamed from her anchorage, 
she fired a salute—or rather, as she is not 
strictly a saluting vessel, she gave warm 















expression of her regret at leaving by a 


few parting “bangs.” ‘The compliment 
was similarly acknowledged by HMMS. 
Victor Emmanuel. ‘The Kearsarge “bo 


wereloudly cheered by their English cousins 
as they passed between the Curlew and the 
Commodore's fiag-ship. Seldom, says the 
China Mail, has’ the good feeling which 
exists between Americans and Englishmen 
been so fully and freely illustrated as it has 
been with the officers of the Kearsarge and 
the officials and other residents of this port. 
—The M. M, str. Volga from Japan was 
detained by damage sustained to the en- 
gines_in rough weather encountered 
near Van Dieman’s Straits on the 8th Sept. 
the vessel being detained one day to 
allow repairs to be executed. She did not 
arrive until Saturday evening, and the de- 
parture of the mail for Europe was delayed 
in consequence.—It is notified in Saturday's 
Gazette that H. E. the Governor has ap- 
pointed Mr. A. B. Johnson to be Acting 
Crown Solicitor, vice Mr. E. Sharp, absent 
on leave,—HLE. has also ised Mr. 
H. Selden Loring as Vico-Consul for 
the United States.—The Daily Press says 
the two Chinese Customs stations at 
Capsing-moon and Cheung Chow were 
ezeeted specially for the purpose of collect- 
ing opium duty from eargo-beats passing 
the stations. Now, duties aro being lovie 

on other articles, such as cotton piece 
joods and provisions. ‘This has already 
fad the effect of causing the discontinu 
ance of tg trading junks hitherto plying 
between Hongkong’ and Heung Shang. 
This is a matter calling for official. investi- 
gation, as great injury cannot fail to be 
inflicted on the trade of the colony by 
thus putting obstacles in the way of the 
cireulation of goods. 

The 21st September was the Chinese 
Feast of Lanterns, or Mid-Autumn Festival. 
There was, the Daily Press says, some dis- 
play of lanterns in the evening, but not on 
such an extensive scale as in former years. 
—The Right Rev. Bishop Burdon, sccom- 

anied by the mission students, left on the 
22nd for Pakhioi, with the object of establish- 
ing a mission eitherthereorin theneighbour- 
hood.—The M.M. str. Volga, whilst leaving 
for Yokohama on the 20th, got into collision 
with the British barque Mangerton, carry- 
ing away the Mangerton's bowsprit and 
{ibboom and damaging the eutwater eon: 
siderably. The Mangerton was anchored 
in mid-ehannel eloso to the Ly-ee-moon 
Pass. ‘The Volga was not delayed by the 
accident.—The Mail learns from Foochow 
that, although the Secretary of the U.S. 
Legation (MLr. Holeombe) has only inquired 
into the Porter case in a diplomatic way, 
he has deemed it expedient to dismiss the 
Chinese interpeter of the American Consul- 
ate. As Mr. Holcombe had no judicial 
power, he could not try Porter; and 
consequently the final disposal of this 
remarkable case will have to await 
the result of the Sccretary’s report to 
the U.S. Minister at Peking—The Mail 
is informed that grave complaints are 
now being made by the Chinese mer- 
chants in the Colony on the establish- 
ment of new rules at the Customs Station 
at Capstimoon. Formerly the lekin tax 
alone was exacted from opium there, but 
within the last month or so, the officers 
have extended their operations to every- 
thing, levying taxes on all kinds of 
goods, the same as is doue at the 
Maritime Customs at Cantox, Since the 
inauguration of these new rules, the 
oflicers have hitherto thought it wise to 
exempt Chinese vessels trading between 
Macao and Hongkong from the operation 
of the new rales, as being traders from one 
forcign port to another; bat emboldened 
probably by the tacit acquiescence in the 
exnetion (which is submitted to by Chinese 
vessels trading with Hongkong and else- 
where) or probably from a desire to test the 
question of the sovereignty of Macao, they 
haverecently seized a Chinese junkladen with 
timber from Hongkong bound for Dlacao. 

















‘The owners, merchants in Hongkong, are 
now representing the matter to the Govern- 
ment, and we hope that vigorous efforts 
will Be made to settle this vexed blockade 
question.—Mr. D. H. Bailey, U.S. Consul 
at Hongkong, left. by the City of Tokio on 
leaveof absence. Itis problematical whether 
he will ever return, as he stands a very good 
chance of promotion in the diplomatic ser- 
vice. The Mail says Mr. Bailey is one of 
the most popular and straightforward officers 
who ever represented American interests in 
this Colony. 

‘The China Mail says, although Hongkong 
appears to have so far escaped from any 
serious typhoon—on the 23rd September, 
being the anniversary of the terrific eyclone 
of 1874—a fair share of rough weather 
seems to have visited the China Seas in the 
vicinity of the Island on almost every side. 
The ast zanna 4 of such an occurrence is 

le; .—a gale having passed some- 
where ‘between ‘Amoy and Foochow on or 
about the 2ist ult. ‘The coasting steamer 
Taiwan appears to have suffered somewhat 
severely byits force, having lost her foremast 
and all her boats during her down trip. 
—The Daily Press adds that the German 
bark Marie, Captain Burmeister, from 
Dunedin, N.Z., met with some bad wea- 
ther at the commencement of her voyage, 
by which she lost boats, passengers’ galley, 
and received other damage; and in the 
China Sea, on the 20th September, she 
was overtaken by a typhoon, The gale 
commenced at 6.10 am, and lasted until 
o'clock, but she appears to have como 
through it without injury.—Tho American 
three-masted schooner Kosina has been sold 
for $5,150. The purchasers are Chinese, 
and they intend to take her to Macao anc 
put her under tho Chinese flag. 

The Daily Press has received the first 
number of small fortnightly magazine, 
entitled the Hongkong Catholic Kegister. 
It contains Church notices, calendar for 
tho fortnight, extracts from the Tablet, an 
introductory ‘article, an extract from ’tho 
report of the proceedings of the West- 
minster Diocesan Education Fund, and a 
local paragraph in laudation of the Gov- 
exnor’s recent speech on Crime and Prison 
Disciplino. Tt is very well printed by. the 
boys at the Catholic Reformatory ; but that, 
the Press says, is the best feature of the 
publication, which is scarcely likely to 
make constituency for itsolf in the Uolony. 
—The Mailsays thepriceof salt has probably 
reached its highest at the present moment, 
a dollar being enough to buy only bout 126 
catties, and it is said the prico is,even much 
higher in Macao, where a dollar is the equi- 
valent of about 80 catties, ‘This is owing 
to the unusually stringent measures being 
adopted by the Salt Commissioner to enforce 
the laws of taxing salt, and it is told that 
recently a new office has been opened at 
Cap-sui-moon where salt is taxed. Several 
speculators have attempted to import salt 
from Annam, where it can be purchased at 
the rate of about 1,000 catties for a dollar, 
but considering the great outlay which con 
veyanco in foreign bottoms entails, the 
operation has not been successful." The 
Customs Blockade is beginning now to tell 
on even articles of necessity. 

The Daily Press says the Emperor of 
China has sent a gold medal to Captain 
Vandel, master of the Danish barque 
Assens, now in this harbour, for having 
saved the crew of a Chinese junk and taken 
them to Amoy, about this time last 
year. The medal arrived three days ago. 
This is a gratifying recognition, and the 
medal will no doubt be Highly ‘prized by 
Captain Vandel.—Apropos of the criminal 
question, the Mail says the number of 
suspicious-looking characters to be seen 
about the Colony at present, coupled with 
the fact that so many alarms have beon 
lately given, would seem to indicate that 
the lawless’ classes of the Kwangtung 
Province are awakening to the fact that 
Hongkong, under the present administra- 
tion, is becoming an El Dorado for the 
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scum of the mainland. Large numbers of 
the worst class of natives arrive by every 
Canton steamer, and it is even sad that a 
consignment of moral and physical working 
atesal for reformation has arzived from 
the Coast, Whether or not any portion of 
this influx may be set down to the scarcity 
of food in the country, it is unsafe to say. 
Tt is to be hoped that ‘all the Chinese who 
are flocking to Hongkong are not thieves, 
although from the threatening appearance 
of things it is to be feared a large propor- 
tion are unsound regarding their views of 

yperty and its awful possession, The 
Bradt learns that the compradore of Messrs. 
Jardine, Matheson & Co. at Foochow has 
been released. His apprehension was, it 
understands, in connection with the failure of 
a contract for the loan of several million 
dollars by the Chinese Government in 
1874, and the unfortunate compradore was 
thought to have had contributed to the 
failure, and the consequent dispute that 
ensued between Messrs. Jardine, Matheson 
& Co, and the Chinese Government. 


CANTON. 
A serious fracas occurred on the evening 
of the 2lst Sept. at Kok Foo, in the 
Western suburb, between the hardwood 
workmen and tho servants belonging to the 
flower boats. It appears that some musical 
performance was going on in the boats, and, 
as usual on such occasions, people had 
gathered on the bank to enjoy the music 
tis. From some cause or other—what 
do not know—a dispute arose between 
the shore audience and the boat people, 
and from words they soon got to blows, or 
rather to the use of missiles, Heavy stones 
were flying about in all directions, and one 
of the workmen was killed on the spot by 
‘one of them, The deceased's cor are 











greatly enraged, and tho matter is not 
settled yet. 
Aki 


:pper who had managed to inveigle 
ailtlo boy trom Rongkong by ono of the 
river steamers, has been arrested here, and 
is now in custody. I suppose he ‘will, 
together with tho child, bo sent back to 
Hongkong.—Daily Press. 

‘24th Soptembor. 


BANGKOK, 


Business is brisker now than it has been 
for many years, and will continue so up to 
the 24th, when the embargo goes into 
effect. ‘The paddy boats are pouring in 
from’ up-country, each proprietor being 
anxious to realise before the re-action 
commences. As the fatal day draws 
near the eagerness to sell produces 
the natural effect of competition, and 
the prico is steadily falling day by day. 
‘The bullion in the country in mercantile 
hands is entirely exhausted, and arrivals 
from Singapore and Hongkong impatiently 
expected. I hear, incidentally, that one 
firm (Borneo Co. Limited) paid out in pur- 
chases of paddy, over two hundred thou- 
sand ticals in one week, but I fancy this is 
exaggerated. This is only one out of the 
three great tice mills, the other two (Mark- 
wald & Co, and the American Mills) having 
been equal if not larger buyers. Besides 
these there are some half-dozen smaller 
concerns, some worked by Europeans with 
Siamese capital, some by Siamese and some 
hy Chinese, who absorb. no small amount 
of grain. ‘Rates of freight bob up and 
down without seemingly the slightest rea- 
son for either movement, beyond the fancies 
of the charterer, or rumours of a sensational 
character, which spring into existence on 
the arrival of every steamer. 

Since the proclamation of the embargo 
was promulgated, the windows of Heaven 
seem to have been literally opened, and the 
downfall of rain has beon excessive, falling 
with such violence as to wash the young 
rice plants in many cases out of the ground 
and thus complete the ruin begun by the 








drought. The Siamese do not think, how- 
ever, that the embargo will continue moro 
than six months at the farthest; many of 
the influential and well-informed natives 
say three. It cannot, however, be less 
than the latter. 

Great preparations are being made for 
the celebration in ample form of the King's 
birthday. His Majesty was born on the 
21st of September, but the festivities com- 
mence on the 19th and culminate on the 
actual night of the nativity. * * * 
H. E. the Foreign Minister, who was 
for some years in Paris and’ there laid 
upon his “barbaric foundation a pretty 
heavy stratum of civilization, has sent out 
cards fora grand ball on the 2ist. His 
band is a good one, his tap very fair, and 
he himself one of the jolliest and’ most 
gentlemanly of Asiatics ;“so I opine that 
his, magnificent palace will be crowded on 
that occasion by the cream of our foreign 
residents and the cleanest and most pre- 
sentable of the native and eurasian 
element.—China Mail. 





‘NAGASAKI. 


‘The Rising Sun says the cholera, which 
at the time of its last issue was creating 
somewhat of a panic, has considerably de- 
creased in its virulence and distribution, 
and during the last day or two few deaths 
have occurred either there or Takasima, in 
which latter place considerable anxiety 
prema a day or two ago, on its presence 

ving been announced in the island. 
Only two deaths havo occurred among the 
foreign population, and those two both on 
board men-of-war.—H.M.S, Vigilant ar- 
rived on the 15th, and the Juno on the 
following day. A’ Court-martial was held 
on board the latter ship on Tuesday, in 
which two men of the Lily were sentenced, 
‘one to two years and the other to twelve 
months’ imprisonment for insubordination. 
The movements of tho different shij 
somewhat uncertain, but it was believed 
that the Juno would leave for Shanghai on 
Monday and the Kestrel for Kobe, while 
the Audacious, Vigilant and Lily ‘remain 
until further orders, H.LR.M.S. Bayanand 
Veadnick left for Yokohama on the 18th 
September. 

tho Press believes that Nagasaki harbour 
has never been so graced as it has beon 
lately with magnificent merchant ships and 
steamers, which clearly indicates local pros- 
perity. “There are also the ships of war 
of seven nationalities in port. 





W100. 
As usual, there is no local news of interest 


in Kobe pa Robberies and sports 
seem to be the chief features of life there. 
The Osaka correspondent of the News 
writes :—Both east and west of Osaka the 
rice and cotton crops look capital ; the early 
varieties of the former are nearly ready for 
the sickle ; the picking of the latter com- 
menced rather more than a fortnight ago. 
—I don't remember to have seen in your 
columns any notice of the loss of those old 
Osaka traders, the steamers Berlin and 
Kaiten-maru, the latter better known to 
local foreign residents as the Kiushiu-marn, 
and to our friends in the north as the il: 
omened City of Yedo, whose tragic blowing 
up five or six years ago many will remom- 
ber. ‘These boats were both wrecked 
during the storm of the 26th ult., the first 
in the Inland Sea, with a loss of one life, 
the second in the Bungo Channel, with a 
loss of fourteen lives. A recent arrival 
brings a report that the Otentosama-maru 
and the Manjikan have also been lost in 
the Otentosama Sea. 





YOKOHAMA. 

The Japan Mail says, in the midst of the 
horrors of famine which threaten India, and 
from which so many districts of China are 





suffering, Japan seems favoured by a parti- 
ularly abundant, harvest. ‘Tho’ weathor 
has been throughout tho. summer most 
favourable to the growth of the rice crop, 
and although for afew days complaints were 
heard from some portions of the country of 
too little rain, it came in due season, and 
now from all parts come reports of tho 
splendid prospects of the crops. Even in 
Kiushiu, devastatedas ithasbeen by the civil 
war, and where the labours of the farmers 
must have been sadly interfered with by 
the withdrawal of men, tho harvest pro- 
mises to be one of singular plenty. Under 
the present condition of the country 
nothing could be more fortunate, A short 
crop, to say nothing of its almost total 
failure as in some portions of the East, 
would have been the greatest calamity that 
could have befallen Japan. Hard driven 
as the people are now to find the means of 
living, it is painful to think what would 
happen to the nation and the Government 
if the harvest were unfavourable. ‘There 
are certainly some weeks yet before harvest- 
ing, but the critical season is well past, and 
it is not probable that anything will occur 
to mar the present fair prospect. $ 
‘Tho funeral of Her Imperial Highness 
Seikan-in-no-Miya, widow of a former 
‘Tycoon, seems to have been conducted in a 
singularly imposing ‘manner, and in strict 
accordance with the Buddist ceremonial, 
‘The procession was headed by a squadron 
of the Imperial Guards, a regiment of tho 
line, a military band, and a field battery of 
six ‘guns, ‘These were followed by mon 
dressed in white, carrying large white 
Interns, and by priests bearing incense. 
‘Then lanterns and priests and banners, to 
lotos flowers on a pole, a band of Japanese 
instruments playing weird and mournful 
strains, then more lanterns and priests and 
banners preceding the body, which was 
contained in a plan white wooden coffin, 
carried by bearers dressed in white, while 
others held over it a brown canopy. Again 
priests and lanterns, followed by seven ladies 
of the Princess’ houschold, dressed entirely 
in white, in earriages. ‘Then followed tho 
chief mourner, Matsudaira Kakudé, who 
represented Tokugawa Kamenosuke, the 
grandson by adoption of the deceased ; 
Isshiki ‘Junichi, “who represented tho 
Princess’ adopted son Keiki, the last 
Shégun; the Primo Minister’ and other 
high Government officials, and many 
of the Kuacol. Altogether nearly 180 
carriages added to tho great length of 
the funeral cortige ; the whole being 
closed by a great number of retainers 
of the Tokugawa family, followed by 
a regiment of the lino. The streets were 
well kept by the police, both mounted and 
on foot. The procession arrived at Shiba 
at a quarter past twelve, and was received 
at the entranco of the temple grounds by 
about a hundred priests in full canonicals, 
The body of the Princess was then interred 
in the tomb of her husband, Tokugawa 
Tyemochi, who died in December, 1866. 
following inscription is placed on tho 
tomb:—‘‘Nihon Nai-shuné Shinshi, former- 
ly Katsu-no-Miya, the eighth child of the 
late Emperor Jinké Tenné, and Shozo-i-no- 
ge Shé-tenji Hashimoto Tsuneko, born on 
the 10th of the 5th month of the 3rd year 
of Kokua, at the residence of’ the 
grandfather of the present Emperor.” 
This is probably the last occasion on 
which the tomb of the Shéguns will be 
opened, and the groves of Shiba become 
the resting place of any member of the 
Imperial family; though it may be that, 
when he shall have passed away, the last of 
the Shéguns will also be laid beside his an- 
cestors. The flags of the men-of-war in 
harbour were lowered half-mast at the 
time the funcral took place, and minute 
8 were fired by the Adzwma Kan, All 
‘overnment offices in TOkié wero closed 
during the day. 
‘According to the Choya Shimbun a_great 
conspiracy has been discovered in Kochi 
Ken, and ‘documents have been scized 
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containing thenames of 6,000ofthemembers. 
The Mikado, who was to have inspected 
some troops, has been prevented doing so 
‘by indisposition. 

‘The Japan Herald says the Government 
has issued a notice fixing the rate of legal 
interest at six por cont,—The amount to be 
expended by Japan in connection with the 
approaching French Exhibition is said to 
'bo,160,000 yen.—-Largo exports of rice are 
taking’ place from Yokohama to the south of 
China, —Someexcitementhas been caused by 
‘the appearance in the native town of cholera, 
which has already carried off several victims. 
As yot, tho disease is confined to the nativo 
town.’ The Governor has proved himself 
fully equal to the occasion, and has taken 
the most energetic measures to confine and, 
if possible, stamp out the epidemic. Tho 

wing is the return of cases. up to the 
18th Sept., at noon :—Number of cases, 40; 
deaths, 13:—Tho U.8.S. Alert left on’ the 
18th inst., on a cruise to Hakodate, Vladi- 
vostock, dc. "Tho Tennessee and Monocacy 
remain’ in harbour,—A return Cricket 
match between the Fleet and the Settle- 
ment has boon played, ending in favour of 
the latter, 











Peking Greettes. 


ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTES. 


Sept, 8th.—(1) A decreo in answer toa 
memorial from the Consor She Yih-tsing, 
who-has reported the death of a prisoner in 
the Board of Punishments under suspicious 
circumstances, ‘Tho deceased had been con- 
fined for many years as accessory to a caso 
of robbery, the principal being still at large, 
and. the Gensor finds that his death. was 
occasioned by poison. An enquiry is 
accordingly commanded to be instituted. 

(2) The Governor of Chebkiang reports 
the arrest and execution of an individual 
found guilty of connection with the secret 
Brotherhood known as the Ko Lao Hwei. 
‘Acting under tho orders he had given on 
hhis aocession to office, requiring a look-out 
to be kept for this seditious organization, 
his subordinates have lately effected the 
arrest, of one Ts'ui Hwa-yiin, seizing at 
tho, same timo in his possession a seal 

rofessing an offical character and a num- 
Ber of cloth badges, eto. ‘Tho prisoner, 
after boing placed on trial, had confessed 
that he was a native of Hunan, who some 
twenty years ago enlisted as @ brave, and 
wont over to the rebels at the taking of 
Yen Chow. When Chehkiang was. re- 
conquered by the Imperial forces in 1801- 
1862, he once more enlisted asa brave, 
and having subsequently been discharged, 
hho. has wandered about picking .u 
livelihood here and there. In April last, 
hhe opened an opium shop near Hang- 
chow, which became the resort of several 
disbanded braves. A plan was devised 
among these men to swear brotherhood to- 
gether, and the others placed the prisoner 
-at their head, with the title of Elder Brother 
(Ko Lao.) They adopted the ite of United 

feart Lodge of the Mountain, resorted. to 
by Sages, assumed civil and military titles, 
prepared a seal and badges, and beat up 
Fecruits for their brotherhood, each 
whom was to pay an entrance fee of six 
hundred cash.» Whilst in the act of making 
these arrangements prisoner was appre- 
ended, on information given ; and in view 
of the gravity of his offence, and the 
seditious objects he had in view, the Gov- 
ernor has ordered him to be summarily 
executed.—Rescript : It is noted. 
© @) The Governor of Chehkiang farther 
roports the execution of a son by ling-ch’e 
{the lingering process) for tho crime of 





matricide. 

Sept, 9th.—{1) A decree,. based upon a 
memorial from the Manchu General-in- 
chief of Shansi, suspending from his rank 
the Captain-General of the Ulan Ch’apleague 
of the Inner Mongols, and certain nobles 


of the Mow ‘Banner, pending an 
enquiry which is ordered to be held upon 
a charge of holding back witnesses required 
ata trial. 

(2) Tho Military Licutenant-Governor at 
Ch’ahar reports the result of an enquiry 
held according to regulation into the 
numbers of the droves and herds upon 
the Imperial grounds in Inner 
Mongolia, The report of the officials 
deputed for this purpose is to the following 
offect :—At Shang Tu, Tapsun Nor, an 
Talikang-ai, there, are 215 droves of 
mares and geldings, beside 7 droves 
of breeding animals, to the number in 
ali of 59,003 head of horses, great and 
small. ‘There are likewise "2,136 muh 


tsing 1 FF horses, and 307 derived 
from. contributions to the service of 

vernment. Of camels, there are 57 
Groves, consisting of geldings and she- 
camels, to the number in all of 6,820 head. 
Under’ the department of the Imperial 
stud (T'ai P'u Sze) there are 114 droves 
of horses, including mares and geldings, 
and five droves of breeding animals, to the 
number in all of 40,096, together with 326 
and 201 respectively under the two smaller 
categories mentioned above, OF oxen be, 

lons to the Three rit louseho! 
Bosneta there are 40" herds umbering 
12,133 head, and of sheep belonging to 
the same department there are 235,971 
in all, distributed in 220 flocks in’ tho 
Tarli-kang-ai region. Among these are 
included the Lien-ko-ti ji $3 and 
Badakhshan sheep. ll the animals above 
referred to aro certified as being forth- 
coming in full numbers according to the 
lists submitted. 

Sept. 10th.—(1) A decree, based upon 
a memorial from Féng Shén, Military 
Governor of Heh-lung-kiang (the Amur), 
who has denounced certain military officers 
for neglect of duty in connection with a 
recent inroad of mounted banditti in the 
region north of Payen Su-su.  Punish- 
ments are awarded according to the pro- 
posals submitted. 

(2) A decree in answer to a memorial 
from Ying-lien, Military Assistant Governor 
at Tarbagatai, who has denounced a noble 
of the first class of the Turgut tribe, in- 
vested with authority as dzassak, and 
corated with the peacock feather, T’upsin 

hké by name, for neglect of duty in 
g to bring back certain privates of the 
banner under his control who had gone 
beyond the frontier in search of lifelihood, 
and also in failing to use such proper means 
of control as would have prevented acts of 
thieving of which certain men of the tribe 
have been guilty. ‘The delinquent is ac- 
cordingly deprived of his rank, and the 

















BR 


a| other recommendations of the memorialist 


are sanctioned. 

(8) A decree based upon a memorial from 
the Board of Punishments in connection 
with the caso of the officer of the Imperial 
Guards who was lately charged with levy- 
ing exactions among the Mongol tribes when 
sent on a sacrificial mission (see Gazette of 
25th June.) The sentence submitted is con- 
firmed, viz., that the delinquent be banished 
to Sungaria to expiate his offence. 

(@) The Governor of Shantung reports 
upon the farther progress of the ‘Gninleet, 

ter the entrance effected into the Canal 
by half its numbers as recently reported by 
LiHoh-nien. On the 30th July, the waters 
of tho Yellow River began suddenly to 
abate, when only some twenty or twenty- 
five junks of the sixth out of the ten 
squadrons had been floated into the north- 
ern section of the Canal, and the silt which 
the water had deposited formed a bank 
outside the entranco of the cutting toa 
level, very nearly, with the dry land close by. 
‘There was noting to be done but to com. 
struct another dam and dredge out the 
channe oe sr depth, and this 
labour was at once proceeded with, a force 





of, coolies hired. for the occasion working 
day and night under the direction of the 





civil and military officials on the spot. 
‘Tho river having once more risen on the 
Grd August and succeeding days, the dam 
was opened on the 7th, but again, the 
current not being sufficiently direct, a heavy 
deposit took place, and all the efforts that 
could be brought to bear only succeeded 
in passing one more squadron into the 
Canal. It was necessary to assemble a 
force of labourers once again to dig out the 
channel, and the officer commanding at 
Chang-ts'iu was farther applied to for the 
assistance of a detachment of his troops. 
The dredging was completed by the 9th, 
and on the afternoon of the following day 
the whole of the remaining vessels succss- 
sively effected their ontrance into the 
Canal. By the 13th, all had reached Lin- 
ts'ing, where the entire flect of 430 sail 

assed out of the Canal into the river. Wei. 

e water in this stream is, however, un- 
Brecedently Jow, in consequence of tho 

‘ought that has prevailed in Honan, tho 
Canal being found on measurement to be 
nine eh’th (say 10 fect English) above tho 
level of tho Wei, ‘Tho junks will not bo 
able to proceed farther until a riso of tho 
wators takes place. 

Sept. 11th.—(1) A decroo based upon 
a memorial presented by the supervising 
Gensor Hin Hien-k’ing, who bas drawn at; 
tention to the importance of irrigation in 
agriculture to the food supply of the people 
at large, and poi out tho desirability 
of extending tho application of the system 
in view of the great increaso in the area of 
waste lands which have been progressively 
brought under cultivation of Into years. 
The provineial . governments aro’ com- 
manded, hereupon, to bestow diligent 
attention upon the question of artificial 
watersupply, considering earefully and 
taking such steps as may be requisite either 
to repair and restore the channels hereto- 
fore existing, or the construct new. works 
where none are at present forthcoming. 
Punishment is to be severely inflicted in 
the case of any attempts at disturbance 
made in this connection by. dishonost local 
notables or bad charactors among the 
village population. 

(2) A decree based upona memorial from 
tho same Censor, commanding that for tho 
future greater stringency be observed in 
the bonds given by functionaries from the 
various provinces on behalf of individuals 

wurchasing certificates of official rank. 
Frenceforward, when these bonds are given 
enabling persons to become ‘ oxpectants” 
of official posts, the fact of the, individuals 
being of ‘unblemished position must bo 
authenticated beforehand, in order to put 
a stop to the practices by which unqualified 
persons may obtain access to the official 
status. 

(8) A decreo based upon the report pre- 
sented by the Board of Civil office in tho 
case of the Financial Commissioner of 
Shansi, denounced by Tso Tsung-t'ang for 
disregard of the instructions given with 
reference to the supplies to be remitted to 
the Army of the West (seo Gazettes of nd 
and 3rd inst.) In conformity with the 
recommendation of the Board, Lin Show- 
tu, the offending functionary, is stripped 
of his rank. ‘The late Governor of Shansi 
is declared also to have beon guilty of 
reprehensible conduct, and is degraded by 
two steps of honorary rank but left in his 
office (i.e., he would be left in office were 
he not already in retirement.) 

Sept. 12th.—(1) A Decree. Let Pao 
Hing be transferred to fill the 
post of Lieutenant-Governor (Fan-t'ai) of 
Shansi. Let Chow Héng-ki Fj 
succeed him in the post of Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor of Fubkien, Let Kwoh Ying fg] $& 
succeed to the post of Judicial Cominis- 
sioner of Kwangtung. 

(2) A decree enjoining upon the = 
vised fgoveruments of Hunan Hupsh, and 
Honan, the remission of all lekin taxes upon 
rice at any barriers passed in the course of 
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transportation to the province of Shensi, 
in the case of purchases on government 
account as part of the relief measures un- 
dertaken in connection with the prevailing 
famine, as solicited by the Governor of 
Shensi in a memorial he has forwarded. ° 

Sept. 13th.—(1) A decree based upon a 
memorial from Li Han-chang, Governor- 
Gonexal of Hu Kwang, Wéng ‘T’ung-tsioh, 
Governor of Hupeh, who have solicited 
the degradation or compulsory retirement, 
respectively, of certain incapable or un- 
worthy officials, In the case of Shu Tsao, 
Department Magistrate of Kiin Chow, 
@eclared to be wanting in natural ability 
and shallow in acquired knowledge, and 
of indifferent reputation—of Li Tséng-yao, 
District Magistrate of I-ch’éng, declared to 
have set official prescription at naught in 
his business arrangements and to have made 
himself unacceptable to the people—and of 
Niu Fuh-kia, declared to be inspired with 
a false and treacherous disposition and to 
have employed deceitful representations in 
his transaction of affairs, tho sentence is 
that the delinquents be forthwith stripped 
of their rank and office. Chang Han, sub- 
Prefect of Han-yang Fu, being decrepit 
from age and boyond the possibility of 
active exertion, is to be compulsorily 
retired. . 

(2) Ina farther decree, certain officers of 
the naval service of Hupeh, denounced by 
the provincial high authorities as above, 
tre damissed from their ranks, with sen’ 
tence of perpetual exclusion from public 
employ. 

(8) A Decree, Let Ch'éng Fu pF 
‘succeed to the office of Commissioner ‘of 
the Salt Revenue in Kwangtung. (N.B.— 
‘This official was for some years deputy Salt 
Comptroller at Tientsin, and has served for 
some years past as one of the Secretaries of 
the Yamén of Foreign Affairs.) 

(4) A decree permitting” Kw’ei Yah 
SpL-Fe, Manchu Generalin-chief in Sze- 
ch'wan, to resign his office on the score of 
ill-health. 

Sept. 14th.(1) A Decree, Let Héng 
‘iin }}FH jill be transferred to fill the post of 
Manchu General-in-chief at Chéng-tu Fu. 
Let Ch’un Fuh 5 succeed to the post, 
which isthus vacated, of Military Governor of 
Uliasut’ai ; and let Mu-t’u-shen J 
succeed him in the post of Military Lieut- 
enant-Governor of Ch’ahar. Let Ch’un 
Fuh proceed to take up his office, according 
to regulation, by the government posting: 
route, (N.B.—Hing Hiin, now appointed 
to fill the vacancy declared at Ch’éng Tu 
Fu, has been until lately Manchu Brigade- 
General there. From this post he was pro- 
moted by Decree on the 20th ult. to the post 
at Uliasut'ai which is now exchanged for the 
command in Sze-ch’wan. Mu-t'u-shen, a 
former General-in-chief in Kansuh, who 
‘was appointed in 1875 as acting Military 
Governor of Kirin, was stripped of his 
rank and dismissed from the public service 
by Decree of the 12th May, 1876, for im- 
properly recommending a cathiered official 
for employment. He is now reidmitted 
to office in a lower grade.) 

(2) A decree sanctioning an application 
submitted by P’an Ting-sin, Governor of 
‘Yiinnan, for permission to erect at Yiinnan 
Fu o memorial temple in honour of Hwan; 
‘Tsung, former Vice-President of the Bo: 
of War, who, whilst living in retirement at 
his native place, undertook in 1851 the 
enrolment of local trainbands, and who 
fell in his country’s cause, in 1863, at the 
time of the siege of the tity by the insur- 
gents. A posthumous title of honour is 
conferred, as requested, upon the deceased ; 
and a monument is further decreed in 
honour of his concubine, Chow She, who 
perished at the same time with himself. 

(B) The Court of Censors memorializes 
forwarding an appeal lodged by a native of 
Szech'wan, complaining of acts of 
outrageous violence and murder perpetrated 














upon his family by neighbouring villagers, 
who have sueceeded by means of bribery i 
stifling all investigation since 1870, and 
who had prevailed upon the police of his 
district to keep him in confinement for a 
number of years. A newly-arrived Magis- 
trate having at length caused him to be 
liberated, he has eluded the watch which 
had been set upon him and has come to 
Peking to present his appeal for justice. 
He has petitioned the authority of his own 
department three times, and the Prefect of 
Cirung-k'ing Fu twice, without obtaining a 
hearing.—Referred in the usual manner. 

(4) Teo Tsung-t’ang, Governor-General of 
Kanvuh, oto. eamorialises reporting that the 
walls of Lan-chow Fu, the provincial capital, 
have been solidly ‘rebuilt through the 
efforts of certain officials on the spot, and 
by the labour of the soldiery, at a cost for 
materials of only Tis. 3,397, 2 contractor's 
estimate for the work having been upwards 
of Tis. 100,000. The perimeter extends to 
2,310 chang (about 5 English miles.) Per- 
mission is asked and accorded for the sub- 
mission of certain names for the bestowal 
of honours and rewards. 

Sept. 1oth.—(1) A decree appointing 


To-yinpu 4 SE Fj to the post of 
‘Manchu Brigade-General at ‘Ts'ing-chow 
Fa in Shantung, and an officer to act in 
his stead during his present employment 
ann sis 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with memorials relating to the 
depth of water in the Yellow River and the 

iran , and the passage of the grain 
fleet, as already reported. 

Sept. 16th.—No documents of import- 


ance, 

Sept. 17th.—(1) A decree based upon a 
menttial bom be Hung-chang, Governor 
General of Chihli, who ha» reported that 
he has caused importations of grain to be 
made from Manchuria, and has held out 
inducements to private traders to do Ii 
wise, for the relief of the population 
afflicted by famine, and who solicits the 
remission of lekin dues upon such importa- 
ns. Orders are accordingly given to 
this effect. 

(2) A decree cashiering and placing on 
trial a Manchu Colonel denounced by Ming 
Ngan, Military Governor of Kirn, for 

itious and rapacious conduct. 

(3) The Censor K’ing Sih-yung memori- 
alizes denouncing a Taotai and Brevet Salt 
Commissioner named Liu Wén-kai, whom 
he charges with having been, many years 

0, a menial in the service of a district 

strate in Chéhkiang. In this position 
he obtained official rank by purchase, under 
cover of false representations, as an as- 
sistant Magistrate, and has subsequently 
risen to his present grade. The outcry 
that has arisen on his applying, lately, 
for a certificate enabling to present 
himself at the Board of Civil Office 
to obtain presentation to the Throne, 
and the storm of animadversions excited 
on the occasion, have deterred his 
fellow-provincials, holding office at Peking, 
from signing the customary bonds on his 
behalf. As the matter has come to the 
Censor’s ears, he feels bound to bring the 
subject before the Imperial notice and to 
solicit that an enquiry be instituted and 
punishment meted out according to law.— 
For rescript see Gazette of Sth inst. 

Sept. 18th—(1) Ch’ung How, acting 
Military Governor of Féng-t’ien, memori- 
alizes with reference to the arrangements 
made in connection with the introduction 
of organized forms of government in the 
region, hitherto occupied by an emigrant 
population of squatters, beyond the eastern 
frontier (i.e., on the border between China 
and Corea.) The propositions he and his 
colleagues had submitted having been re- 
ported upon by the Boards ‘and approved 
yy Imperial rescript, he has now to repre- 
sent that, following upon the suppression 


of brigandage in the Tung Kow BRyee 
region (the valley of the Ya-lu) by the 





























operations of 1875, the Miao Urh Kow 


in BAGS and T’ung Kow 3 i regions 


have ‘been successively brought under 
control, the immigrant population turning 
themselves to the quarter whence reno- 
yation proceeds (i.e. submitting to the 
Imperial sway) ; and the measurement of 
the lands occupied by them beyond the 
frontier was proceeded with, in accordance 
with the celestial bounty which had sanc- 
tioned their admission to the footing of 
tax-paying property. Proceeding upon the 
principle laid down some years ago by the 
Jate acting Military Governor, Ts'ung-shih, 
that the expenses of the frontier adminis- 
tration should be defrayed from the revenue 
there produéed, a commission consisting of 
the Taotai Ch’én Pén-chih, Administrator 
of Frontier Affairs, a Prefect, and a General 
officer, was directed to employ a stall of 
delegates in measuring the lands and in 
making arrangements for the levy of duties 
upon timber, &e. The report of this Com- 
mission is now to the effect that the area 
of land beyond the -border-line already 
admitted, first and last, to the tax register 
is 1,803,000 mow (say about 300,000 
acres); and that the newly measured 
land, amounting to 1,298,000 mow, is 
to pay tax at the rate of 2 candarcens 
per mow under the head of the land-tax 
proper, with 1 candareen in addition as 
vaste and meliago allowance, per annum, 
At the outset, furthermore, a deposit— 
yarhwwang JPR Fif—of 1 tiao, local cur- 
renoy, per movi, is to be paid ; and a title 
is to be delivered hereupon to the occupier 
of the land. | The amount «f deposit money 
which should have been paid last year, 
forming a total of 290,000 and odd tiao, 
has been allowed to stand over till after the 
present autumn harvest, in consideration 
of last year’s scarcity. As regards the land 
admitted to the tax register within the last 
few years, to the amount of 505,000 and 
i “mow, upon which no deposit was 
collected, it is solicited that this chargo 
may be foregone ; but it is proposed that 
the amount of land-tax be made uni- 
form throughout on the basis mentioned 
above. The revenue from the amount of 
1 candareon collected as a supplementary 
charge it is proposed to appropriate toward, 
the expenses of local administration, leavin; 
the sum of Tis, 36,000 and odd as yielded 
by the regular amount of the tax (i.c., the 
2 candareens above stated.) As regards 
duties on timber, reed-beds, mountain 
produce, food-stufls, weighing’ dues, iron- 
an casting, ete., no definite estimate can 
e found for the present, and it is proposed 
that these should be left to be collected 
and paid in as they accrue, until experience 
shall enable a fixed annual amount to be 
prescribed for collection. As regards the 
question of administrative control, although 
ie Boards have already sanctioned the 
establishment of four new districts, under 


the names of Ngan-tung $F A, Kw'an-tion 


‘ity. Bwai-jén $45, and Tung-hwa 
SHA 4, it will still be necessary, in view 
of the great extent of country to be gov- 
erned, to have an additional number of 
functionaries at points comparatively remote 
from the district centres, for the purposes 
of police control. ‘The military forces dis- 
tributed throughout the region are placed 
under the control, indiscriminately, of the 
Military Assistant Lieutenant-Governor at 

-king and of the Taotai administering 
the frontier affairs, both of whomare in the 
position of Lieutenants of ‘the Military- 
Governor. The Taotai — whose head- 
guarters are at Féng-hwang Ch’éng, the 
“Corean Gate "—will be necessarily often 
absent from his post on tours of inspection, 
and it is proposed therefore that judicial 
powers be conferred, for exercise’ during 
his absence, upon delegates whom he 
may appoint to hear the cases remitted to 
his tribunal by the Sub-prefect of Hing- 
king or the independent Sub-prefect of 
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Féng-hwang T’ing. It is estimated that 
the “cost of building the walled cities, 


official yaméns, cantonments, &c., required 
under the system now about to be intro- 
duced, will amount to Tis. 150,000 and 
odd; and as the revenue derived from 
frontier sources in not yet adequate for 
this requirement, it is proposed that the 
amount which is needed should be made 
up from the collections of the ensuing 
antumn and spring, Detailed statements 
relating to all these proposals are uppended. 
Reseript Let the Boards concerned con- 
sider and report to Us. 

(2) A further memorial from the same 
quarter with reference to a large tract of 
Jand heretofore marked off and required 
to be left uninhabited owing to reasons 
connected with féng-shuci, on the border 
of the Imperial Hunting Reserve on the 
eastern frontier. This tract has been 
occupied by squatters for many years past, 
notwith: 
has been sought to enforce, and the habitual 
lovingkindness of the Imperial disposition 
is now appealed to for sanction to the ad- 
mission of these cultivators to the taxpay- 
ing rogister as in other cases.—Referred by 
rescript for the consideration of the Board 
of Revenne. : 

(8) A memorial from the Vice-President 
of the Board of Ccremonies at Mouk- 
don reports the arrival at Féng-hwang 
Ch’éng, near the Corean frontier, of a 
Corean official, who has forwarded through 
the Military Commandant at that post a 
despatch from the King of Corea, 
to the effect that on the 31st of March last 
great alarm had been felt on a report being 
received that a vessel of alien build had 
een stranded on the coast of his kingdom. 
‘The authorities who were despatched to 
the spot to make enquiries gathered from 
the language and dress of those on board 
the vessel that they were, beyond a donbt, 
shipwrecked subjects of the sitzerain Stato + 
and they stated that they had come from 
Wéen-téng Hien in Shantung (the Shang- 
tung promontory), having been blown out 
to sea whilst engaged in fishing and driven 
ashore on the Corean coast. ‘They were a 
cordingly taken care of and forwarded to 
Féng-hwang Ch’éng. On receipt of this des- 
patch from the King, the Vice-President 
observes that a regulation sanctioned in 1850 
aggatuity of Tis. 30 as payable to the Corean 
officer in charge of distressed mariners 
under cireumstances of this kind ; and the 
two shipwrecked persons, Li Pei-tséng and 
mother, having been delivered at the 
frontier by the officer sent in charge of 
them, the precedent of 1850 has been 
adhered to in his case, as a distinguished 
renitmeration for his trouble and in fur- 
thorance of the Imperial lovingkindness. 

Sept. 19th,—(1) A decree expressing 
the Imperial regréts on receipt, of intelli- 

ence of the decease of Weng ‘I’ung-tsioh, 

fovernor of Hupeh, Originally attached 
‘to the metropolitan administration, he was 
appointed thence to the office of Intendant 
(Taotai), and eventually promoted to the 
Governorships of Shensi and Hupeh 
in succession. ‘The customary honours 
are decreed in his favour; and his 
grandson Weng Kw'ei-sun, already invested 
with an honorary degree, is advanced by 
special grace to the degree of hii-jén and 
permitted to compete at the next metro- 
politan examinations. 


(2) A Decree. Let Shao Héng-yi $l) 
FAP succeed to the post of Governor 
of Hupch. (N.B. Shao Héng-yit vacated 
the oflice of Governor of Shensi in March, 
1875, on the ground of ill-health.) 
































(8) A. decree cashiering a Brigade- 
General in Formosa, named Chang Shéng- 
Wiei, who has been denounced by Ting 


Jih-ch’ang, Governor of Fuhkien, for irre- 
gularities in the enlistment of men for the 
force under his command. z 

(4) A decree based upon a memorial from 
the high authorities at Foochow, who have 


ding the prohibition which it | p' 


solicited the remission of certain arrears of 

grain-tax in the prefecture of Pai-wan Fu, 

| amounting to 39,171 piculs of millet, out- 

| standing since 1870. Sanction is granted 
to this request. 


Public Meetings. 





MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 


At the Meeting of the Council, held in 
the Council Room, 17, Kiangse Road, 
Shanghai, on Monday,’ the 17th Sept., 
1877, at 9 o'clock a.m. 

Present—Messrs. E. H. Lavers (Vice- 
Chairman), in the chair, G. J. W. Cowie, 
P. G. Hiibbe, J. Bell Irving, C. W. Sieg: 
friod, and the Secretary. 

‘The Minutes of the previous mecting 
are read and confirmed, and passed for 
nublication. 

Cash Statement for week ending 15th inst. 
is submitted for inspection, and cheques 
for sundry accounts are signed. 

New Cemetery Road. communica- 
tion from Consular Body, reporting the 
result of an application made at instance of 
Council to the Taotai, to issue a proclamation 
forbidding Chinese from depositing coffins 
on the New Cemetery Road ; and request- 
ing that a delegate from the Gouneil should 
meet the Chehsien and another mandarin, 
who had been deputed to enquire into the 
matter at the Consulate office, at 10 o'clock 
that morning, for the purpose of accom- 
panying them over the road. 

‘The Secretary is ordered to attend at 
the hour appointed. 

U. 8. Consulate-General.—Despatch is 
read, notifying that Mr. Wiley Wells has 
assumed charge of the U.S. Consulate- 
General. 

Site for Hongkew Police Station — 
The offer of about 74 mows of land for a 
Police Station, for Tis. 5,000, is accepted. 

Seward Road, Extension.—Resolved to 
move again in the matter, and, if necessary, 
get it referred to the Ministers at Peking. 

Toad from Bubbling Well Road to New 
Cemetery Road, Extension.—The offer of a 
road 17 feet wide to run from the Bubbling 
Well Road by the western end of “Eames 
Bungalow” for about 639 feet into the 
country, and the terms on which it will be 
surrendered to the public, are considered. 

As there is no immediate prospect of 
socuring the remainder of the road of which 
the one under notice is to form a part, the 
Couneil aro not, prepared to go to’ the 
expense of Tis. 622 involved in accepting 
this offer, but in the event of their finding 
Ehemgelves in a position to obtain the land 
for the road throughout, they will be 
happy to reconsider it. 











At the Meeting of the Council, held in 
the Board Room, 17, Kiangse Rond, 
Shanghai, on Monday, the 24th September, 
1877, at 9 o'clock, a.m. 

‘Present :—Messrs. E, H. Lavers, Viee- 
Chairman (in the chair), P: G. Hitbbe, E. 
G. Low, and the Secretary, 

‘The Minutes of the previous meeting are 
read and confirmed, and passed for publica- 

ion. 

Cash Statement for week ending 22nd 
September, is submitted for inspection, and 
cheques for sundry accounts are signed. 

Local Post-Ofice—Mails to Peking.—The 
Council accept an ofter by Mr. Holcombe, 
Secretary to U.S. Legation at Peking, to 
receive and distribute manila forwarded fom 
this to Peking, and to make up a mail bag 
at the same place for Shanghai, and order 
that their most cordial thanks be conveyed 
to him for the service he is rendering the 
community. 

New Cemetery Road.—The Chairman re- 
ports that the result of the interview with 
the Chinese officials to which reference was 
made at last meeting, had been most satis- 
factory. The necessity of prohibiting more 
coffins from being deposited by the side of 














the road was recognized, and a promise 
given to recommend the Taotai to issue a 
proclamation to this effect, and that the 
coffins already on the ground would be well 
covered over with earth. 

Markham Road—Ectension to Tessficld 
Roud.—Steps are being taken to obtain the 
lanc 





UNION INSURANCE SOCIETY OF CANTON. 


The fourth ordinary meeting of the share- 
holders was held in Hongkong on the 26th 
September. There were present :—The 
Hon. H. Loweock (Chairman), Hon. W. 
Keswick, Messrs. Hoppius, Sassoon, 
Barnes, Stael, Jackson, Linstead, Hassell, 
Mendel, Heaton, Meyer, Cheyne, Remedios, 
and Moore (Acting Secretary.) 

‘The Actix Sorrtany having read the 
notice convening the meeting, 

‘The Cuarmwan said—Gentlemen, I don’t 
think it is necessary to say very much in 
addition to the report, as the accounts 
included in the report embrace all there is 
to say as to the business of the office. The 
business for the year 1876 was very good 
indeed. The net profits amounted to over 
£300,000, out of a net income of nearly 
$900,000, and of these profits, $104,000, 
‘as shown in the report, has already been 
divided by interim bonuses of five and 
eight per cent among the contributing 
shareholders, while there will be available 
for further distribution another five per 
cent. Seeing that in addition to that sum. 
an equal amount has been placed to the 
Reserve Fund, I think we may consider we 
have passed a very good year for the office. 
‘The position of the Society is, of course, 
very much strengthened by the Rescrve 
Fund being made up to $250,000, as we will 
be able in future to divide 66.66 per cent., 
or two-thirds of the profits, amongst con- 
tributors, instead of, as during the previous 
three years, 50 per cent., to which I think: 
attention ought to be drawn with the view 
of increasing the business of the office. I 
hope this increase in the distribution to 
contributors will result in an enlargement 
of the income. Looking also at the accounts 
for 1877, they show that the business of 
the office is better than it has been for some 
time. With these few remarks I beg to 
move the adoption of the report and 
accounts. 


Mr, Jackson seconded.—Carried. 


REPORT. 

‘The Directors have the pleasure to submit 
to the Shareholders the Report on the busi- 
ness of the Society for 1876, as well as for the 
six months ending 30th Juno ast, and aro 
giad to bo ablo to call attention tote enti 
factory results shewn. 

1876.—The net premium collected from the 
Ist January to 3lst December 1876, less 
reinsurance and returns, amounts to $899, 
and compares favourably with the pro 
year's receipts, which were $766,204. 

Te will be noticed from the anuexed states 
ment that after providing for the distribution 
of $104,000 to contributing Sharcholders and 
placing’ an equal sum to Reserve Fund, 
namely :— 

Ist Interim Bonus to Con: 

tributors, 5% (Declared 

Ist May, 1877) .» $40,000 
2nd Interim Bonus to Con- 

tributors, 8% (Declared 

Bed September, 1877) . 



















$64,000 








104,000 
Carried to Rest 
(Ist May, 18; $40,000 

Carried to’ Reserve Fund 
(8rd September, 1877) ... $64,000 
104,000 


'$208,000 


eo Fund 











‘The balance of Working Account to date is 
$119,006.38, against which there are pendin, 
claims estimated at $25,000, leaving $94,006.3: 
to be dealt with hereafter. 
1877.—The position of the Society for the 
resent year, as far as it can be ascertained, 








is as follows :— 
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Balance of Working Account for 
the six month ending 30th June, 
1877, as per Statemen 

Add—Estimated Premiut 
since, less allowance for Re-in- 
surance, Return Premium, and 
Charge 









$333,872 








190,000 


$523,872 
Deduct—Estimate of Losses kuown 
to the present time 73,872 


Credit balance...... $450,000 
As compared with $221,214.60 at the corres- 
ponding period in 1876, 

The Directors avail themselves of this 
‘opportunity to mention that in all probability 
the future apportionment of the undivided 
profits of 1876 ($04,006.39 a8 already stated), 
ill incrense the Reserve Fund from its present 
amount of $210,500 to $250,000, and that con- 
sequently the proportion of profits to be given 
to Contributors from Ist January, 1877, will 
bo 66.66 per cent or Twwo-Thirds, in conformity 
with the Deed of Settlement, instead of 50 
por cent as in the previous three years. 

‘Agencies, —Messrs. Falkner, Bell & Co., who 
have for some time acted ax Correspoudents 
at San Francisco, have recently been ap- 
pointed Agents aud authorised to issue policies 
on behalf of the Society. 

Directors.—Messrs J, P. Barnes and H. L. 
Dalrymple retire from the Board in accord- 
ance with the provisions of Clause 109 of the 
Articles of Association, but offer themselves 
for re-clection, 

‘The Cuammsas—The next busine 
propose the re-election of the 

ctors, 

‘Mr. Liysreap—I have much pleasure in 
proposing the re-election of Messrs, Barnes 
and Dalrymple to the board. 

‘Mr. Hearox seconded.—Carried. 

‘The Cuamux—I have further to pro- 
Bose, the re-lecton of the retiring auditor, 

essa. Scott and Cox. 

‘Mr. Lixsteap seconded.—Carried. 

‘The Cuamsay said that concluded the 
business, 

‘Mr. Jacksox—Gentlemen, wo have great 
reason to be satisfied with the report 
presented to us, and I have pleasure in 
proposing a voto of thanks to the chairman, 

rectors, and management generally. ‘The 
Society is one of the oldest and most res- 
peetable in China, and we all rejoice in its 
prospority, which I hope will be long con- 
tinued. 

‘Tho motion was carried by acclamation, 
and the mesting then terminated. —Daily 

ress. 



































Amusements. 


CRICKET. 
Score v, Exouss. 

Tt does not seem quite clear whether the 
Banks decreed a holiday on Monday in 
order to facilitate this match, or whether 
the match was fixed in anticipation of the 
Bank holiday ; but it is certain that the 
combination was a most happy one, for 
‘a finer day for cricket has seldom 
seen in Shanghai. The morning looked 
threatening, but gradually improved to- 
wards noon ; and though the sky continued 
cloudy throughout the day, it was only 
just sufficiently so to obscure the sun, 


without making the prospect dull. The 
wicket was perfect, and wo have never seen 
the ground looking better. Play com- 


menced at 10.45, Scotland sending in J. ©. 
Johnstonand Sir Wm, Johnston to the bowl- 
ing of Turnbull from the Race Stand, and 
‘Moberly from theShanghai,end. After some 
careful play, Sir Wm. was badly missed by 
Souper at mid-on, and soon after hegave a 
sharp one to Moore at short leg, but it was 
notheld. Atthe score of 30, Souper took 
the ball from Turnbull, and’ after 20 had 
been added to the score, J.C. Johnston was 
magnificently caught off Moberly at sharp 
cover point, by W. G. Phipps, after a care- 
fally and well played innings of 22. Shortly 
after, although no runs were being got, 





Stokes relieved Moberly of the ball. At 57 
Stewart put an easy one up to Percival 
at point, which was secured, and soon 
after Sir W. Johnston skied one of Stokes’ 
balls to mid-on, which was well held 
by Phipps. Three wickets down for 75. 
‘The Captain now went in, but was very 
unfortunate, being caught in the first 
over by Moberly. off Souper’s bowling. 
Four wickets for 75. Scott now made his 
appearance, opening his account with a 
deep cut for 1, Gore-Booth shortly after- 
wards getting another single in the same 
direction. Scott, however, was soon bowled 
by Moberly (Five wickets for 78), and 
Anderson took his place at the wicket. He 
began by playing Souper nicely to slip for 
2, and cleverly stole two more runs ; when 
Gore-Booth was badly missed by Stokes 
at mid-on. Runs now came very slowly. 
Gore-Booth drove Souper to long-on for 2, 
but was eventually held by him in slips 
after a carefully played innings for 16, Six 
wickets were now down for 93. 

After Arbuthnot had taken Gore-Booth's 

place at the wickets and played one 
ball, tiffin was called, about half after 
noon. Play was resumed about 2, when 
Arbuthnot immediately succumbed to 
fone from Moberly. Seven for 95. 
Mowat now enterod an appearance and 
caught his second ball to square leg for 2 
and runs began to come fast. Anderson 
caught one of Souper's nicely to mid-on 
for 3, and again drove Moberly twice to 
leg for 2. Mowat drove Souper beauti- 
fully to leg for 4. Anderson sent an- 
other beauty to leg for 3. But Mowat 
then succumbed to a breaking ball 
from Moberly. Eight wickets for 118. 
Lamont took his place at the wickets, 
and opened his account with a hit for 1 
to square leg ; but was soon after bowled 
by Moberly for 2. 
Spence came next and drove one of 
Moberly’s hard back, but the latter failed 
to hold it. Anderson again drove Moberly 
beautifully to the pavilion for 4, and again 
drove the same bowler well for 3. Souper 
soon after bowled him, and the innings 
closed for 136. 

At 2.20 England sent Turnbull and 
Hearn in, the latter being meant to 
hold up his wickets while the former 
took care of the runs, Scott facing the 
sun bowled first to Turnbull, who cut the 
last ball for 4 in good Cheltenham fashion, 
Johnston's first ball was snicked by tho 
veteran for 1 and made into 4 by an 
overthrow. The noxt ball he opened his 
shoulders and hit freely for 1. ‘Turnbull 
then hit an overpitched one from Scott 
for 4, and Scott saved 4 ‘immediately after 
by a pretty piece of fielding in tae slips. 
Manson is “all there” at the wicket as 
per usual, but we should like to seo more 
regular and persistent “backing up.” 
Turnbull now skies one to short slip and 
is had by Lamond, (1 for 20.) His placo 
being taken by Percival—Time 2.37. Per- 
cival began by making things lively, the 
overpitched balls being well dealt with, 
but his allowance was small, a trimmer 
from Johnston being too much for him ; 
2 for 26. Time 2.46—Enter Phipps of 
Foochow. Hearn very nearly run out. 
Phipps broke his egg for 4 to long 
and then was let off in the slips. 
bail ball soon after disposed of the 
former; 3 for 35. Time 3.00. Souper 
succeeded him, when Phipps made a 
pretty drive to the off for 4, followed 
immediately by a graceful cumshaw to 
Johnston, who promptly took it. Exit 
Phipps of Foochow ; 4 for 41. Time 3.3. 
Enter our own Phipps. A change was 
then made in the bowling, Stewart going 
on at Scott's end. Souper should have 
been run out had any one backed up. He 
was again missed at the other end almost 
immediately, owing to a hurried throw in. 
Phipps and’Souper ought now to make 
a stand, but they don’t. An elevator from 
Phipps is “taken” by Lamond, who was 
judiciously placed by the skipper for that 




















e wickets for 124. | 


purpose ; 5 for 68. Time 3-21. Stokes took 
his place, and introduced his first ball to 
the Pavilion, followed by a cut for 2. “A 
short life and a merry one.” Longstop exe- 
cuted swift judgment on one “spooned” to 
leg. 6 for 76. Time 3-36. Dodwell has 
“entered.” Scotland is now fielding bet- 
ter, and several runs aro well saved, Dut as 
we said before, we should like to see more 
backing up. ‘This should be done system- 
atically, and as a matter of course. So far 
not much damage, till Souper made a 
“gallery” hit 2nd Dodwell cut one away to 
long-leg off the third change bowler, Ar- 
buthnot. Time 4.20. Dodwell has “cleared” 
outwards, 7 for 91. Souper and Moore at 
the wickets. The bowling of Jolmston 
seems rather too much for the Southerners, 
‘one or two beauties being excruciatingly 
near the bails of Souper, Arbuthnot 
apparently ‘on the spot.” But the score 
creeps slowly up, till Arbuthnot has Moore 
at 8 for 99." Time 4 p.m. Can they make 
37? Moberly and Souper are going to 
“try.” Leg hit by Souper well stopped by’ 
“Tonald,” who was elated thereat, A 4 
to the tent was the next event ; then John- 
stone changed ends, but with no result to 
the wickets till Arbuthnot got past Mober- 
ly; 9 for 116. Timo 4.17, Close work! 
Up to this time Souper had made 35, and 
looked good for 50 more if only that ‘last 
man” can keep up his “Bamboos.” He 
can't. Hickling is bowled by Johnston, and 
Souper carries out his bat, having been in 
an how aud 20 minutes.” Time 4.20. 10 
for 117. 

Scotland commenced its second innings at 
4.30, sending in Mowat and J. C. Johnston. 
to the bowling of Hickling and Souper, 

fowat was bowled almost directly by the 
former for 1, and Gore-Booth took his 














plage. Johnston made a fine hit to leg, 
mat after scouring 3 ran out his comrade 
in trying rather rashly for a fourth. ‘Two 


wickets for 7 runs. Manson succeded 
Gore-Booth, and began making runs, 
Toluston was nearly caught off a low ball 
returned to the bowler’s end, and again 
in tho same over had a narrow ‘escape from 
being canght by Phipps atu 
Manson made a good hit to. ev 
but in the next tivo overs only one run w 
scored, thanks greatly to the eareful field- 
ing of tho English, Manson then made a 
drive for 3, and Johnston hit one off in 
the slips for the same figure ; soon after 
which he was bowled by Moberly for 23, 
including four 3's, three 2's and’ singles. 
Three wickets for'38. Anderson took his 
place, and Manson began getting runs 
| steadily till ho skied ono, which was caught 
in the slips by Moberly, for a well made 
24. Four wickets for 56. Sir W. John 
jston now Anderson, who was 
missed by Hickling at mid-on, but bowled 
| the next ball by Moberly—Hive for 57. 
| Lamond took his place, but Johnston was 
soon caught at cover slips. Six for G1. 
Arbuthnot was well caught at his. first 
ball, at mid-off, hy Moore. Seven for 61. 
Stewart drove Souper for 3, and soon 
cut Moberley for tho same figure, but 
soon after bowled by Souper for 7. Eight 
wickets for 70. Scott had hardly joined 
mond when the latter was bowled for 2, 
Nine for 70, and things began to look rather 
bad, when Spence joined Scott and the 
two'suececded in hitting up the score to 
84, by which time it became necessary to 
draw the wicket 

Asthe match stoud, therefore, the Scoteh 
had scored 220 in two innings with one 
wicket to go down, against England’s 117 ; 
so that, so far, the latter had to make. 104 
to win, and’ the figure was liable to 
increase. 































Play. was resumed Tuesday afternoon 
about 3 p.m., again under most, favourable 
conditions of ground and weather. Scott 
and Spence resumed their places at the 
wickets, and succeeded in adding a dozen 
to the score before the former tipped an 
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easy one to H. G. Phipps, which was care- 
fully retained. The score thus stood at 
1364-96232 against 117, leaving the 
English 116 to get to win. 

‘The English commenced their second 
innings at half-past three, by sending 
in Hearn and Souper to the bowl 
ing of J. C. Johnston and Arbuthnot. 
Everybody seemed to set themselves well to 
work. The batsmen played steadily and 
well, and the bowling seemed to be well “on 
the spot,” while te fielding was, good. It 
was not tntil. the score reached thirty that 
a wicket fell, Hearn being bowled by 
Axbuthnot after he had made a useful 12. 
Percival then took his position at the 
wicket, but had soon to return to the Pa- 
yilion, playing one back to Johnston, who 
focopted it. 2 for 36. H. G. Phipps 
succeeded him, and rans were made more 
quickly. After a fine hit to long-leg 
by Souper off Johnston, the fast bowler 
(Anderson) replaced Arbuthnot at the far 
end. The scorer, however, was still kept 

ively at work, until the dismissal of 
Phipps, who was caught by ‘ Jacko” (sub- 
stitute.) 3 for 88. Souper next had the 
companionship of Turnbull, and it looked as 
if the pair would pull off the mutch ; but soon 
afterwards Souper, who had played in 
excellent style for his 49, was given out 
leg-before-wicket. 4 for 112. Stol joined 
Turnbull, and the few runs required to win 
were speedily scored. ‘Thus the cvent of 
the cricketing season was declared to be in 
favour of the English eleven, with six 
Tickets to fal oor eal f 

vhe innings of Souper for special 
comment, It was played quite in his old 
form, and he deserved all the runs he made; 
while H. G. Phippsalsoshewed that he was 
Tell at home with the willow, his leg play 
especially being much admired. J. C. 
Johnston, who bowled all through, proved 
‘a. most useful man to his side, and we are 
glad to wee among the “new blood” so 
good an all-round cricketer. It is to be 
regretted that an injury to his arm pre- 
vented Scott from handling the ball inthe 
second innings ; his fielding at point, how- 
ever, saved many runs. Manson's’ long- 
stopping to Anderson was good ; and there 
was some pretty and effective fielding 
shewn by both teams, but want of 
ractice frequently made itself evident 
Fito match throughout was a very onjoy- 
able one, and will be held in happy re- 
membrance by all who were in any way 
connected with it. 

Subjoined is the score :— 


Scoruaxp, 





2nd Innings, 
'22 b, Moberly 







wt I 





Soluston, 
W, 


Tb, A a) 
Tobnston, Sir 








i 1 4 b, Souper. 
auth, &. Souper Ato eh 








Exctaxp, 

Ast Innings, 
Hoar, b. J. 0, Johnston .. 
‘Turaball, e. Lamond, b. Sc 
Porcival,’b. J. 0. Johinston 


2nd Innings. 
«10 b. Arbuthnot 
Rot ont, 





0 
Lbw.,b Anderson 49 


not out... 8 





a 





“any RIFLE” CLUB. 


‘The third competition of this Club took 
place Thursday morning. The weather 
was favorable for good shooting, the light 
being clear and bright. 

Conditions were 7 shots at 800 and 7 at 
900 yards. The first prize was taken by Mr. 
Sim, with a score of 54 out of a possible 
70. ’ The following were the highest scores 
made — 

800 yas 
5491 324552 
‘345955525 8542015: 


'9545551—S1 2048350—21 52 
2355321 $559545—90 51 


900 yas, ‘Total 
58 









Sim, Ales, match Metfond.. 
Andrews, J. 

Tucker, JJ. 
Glass, D. “mate Hf 



















CHEFOO AUTUMN MEETING, 1877, 


First Day, Monday, Vith Sept, 


‘Tho annual race meeting took place on 
the 17th and 18th September, instead of 
the 14th and 15th as originally arranged. 
‘The weather on the 14th was so threaten- 
ing and developed into such a heavy storm 
of rain accompanied with thunder, that it 
was deemed advisable to postpone the 
races from the Friday and Saturday first 
selected, to the following Monday and 
Tuesday. 

Nothing could have been more pro- 
pitious than the weather on Monday. A 
cool northwest breeze tempering the in- 
fluence of the sun's bright warm rays, 
made the air on the course feel as brisk 
and as ing as could be desired; and 
punctual to the time all those who wero 
interested in the sport made their way to 
the grand stand, Some came by boat to 
the opposite the course, and then 
met their chairs and were brought quickly 
to the rendezvous; others came in R 
from the foreign Settlement across the 
country ; others preferred “ the road,” and 
gave their hacks a trot out to the stables. 

The Commander of H.M.S. Fly kindly 
sent some of the sailors to decorate the 
Grand Stand with flags, which added much 
to its cheerful aspect ; but this was merely 
the frame of the picture which so Bleasingly 
composed the centre of the assemblage col- 
scted to witness the races of Chefoo. The 
jicture of course had its lights and shades. 
the lights being principally the pretty 
faces and graceful figures of the ladies, 
which naturally threw everything that couk 
be imagined as unpretty and ungraceful 
into the most profound shade, ‘and so much 
so that the light abounded more profusely 
than the shade, and at one time threatened 
to dazzle the imprudently inquisitive gazers 
who were too prone to indulge in the 
contemplation of the beauties of nature. 
Tt was not to be wondered at that, under 
the eyes of such encouraging spectators, 
more than ordinary animation was ex- 
hibited by the contending jockeys ; and no 
doubt, if any could have got an insight 
into the hearts of the ponies they would 
have been probably discovered warming 
under similar sentiments. There was no 
time, however, for disquisitions of this 
nature. The bell rings, and rings again, 
The Judge mounts the bench, and behold 
1,—Grurriss' Sraxts.—Value$ .—1 mile. 

Yeight as per scale. For all Chinese Ponies 
that have never run before in Hongkong or 
China.—Entrance $5 each. 











Only two ponies started. Kajiolay took 
the lead, but in the long run, on the further 
side of tho course, Schubr closed up, and 
when half a mile from the post was three 
lengths ahead; but Kafy was brought to 
his senses by the whip, and after a severe 
struggle won by a neck.—Time, 2 min. 
30 secs. 





4 mile— 
Weight as per scale.—Entrance $5 each. 

Etoile du Nord 

Meteor ... 

ite Satin eo 

e three ponies start. together, 

Etoile leading strongly, though as they 





id | brilliancy from his competitors. 





entered the run in the black pony showed 
in front, but to no avail, as Etoile escaped 
from him and won by ten lengths.—Time, 
Imin. sec. 





Cor.—Value $150.1 
ile. yht as per scale.—All previous 
winners 5 Ibs, extra,—Eutrance $3 each, 
Pei-shing 
Serr, 








0 

In this race four ponies ran. Off they go, 
Peishing leading, with Roller close at han 
and following all through the long run. 
At the corner Roller came up for a moment, 
but Strbr picked him up and came in 
second.—Time, 2min. 2secs. 

4.—Cueroo Dersy. falue$ .—1} mile. 
—Weight as per scale.—For Ponies owned by 
Chefou Residents only.—Entrance $5 each. 





Pei-shing Bl 

Meteor 2 

B40. £. 3 
Pei-shing again made his appearance on 


tho course with Meteor and E, & 0. E. 
An easy start was effected, and as Say 
passed the stand the brown'pony showe 

, closely followed by Meteor, and 
E. & O. B, pressing him, but nothing could 
pass Pei-shing, and keeping his lead ho 
won easily, with Meteor second.—Time, 
8 min, 5 secs. 
HANTONG Prarz.—Value$ .—f milo, 
—Weight as per scale,—Entrance $5 cach. 

1 








race. Roller got the start unhesitatingly. 
Strbr was second as the ponies’ noses 
showed round tho course, White Satin 
made a plucky. fort to comeup but failed, 
and Roller easily came in first by about 10 
longths.—Time, 1 min. 44 secs, 





1} mile.— 





Etoile du Nord .. 
Sirbr... 
Kafiolay .. e 

The “North Star” again appeared, and 
had but little to. fear for Ins victorious 
‘As the 
ponies passed the Stand, toile led the way, 
Going easy, In the long run Sirbr, en- 
couraged by the “Star's” placid gait, came 
near him, but they were doomed to separa- 
tion as soon as they came to the run in, for 
Etoile sped rapidly before tho judge’s eagle 
eye as winner,—Timo, $ min. 37 secs. 

Second Day, Tuesday, 18th Sept. 

The same bright sun dawned on the 
continuation of the races as it had shone 
on their commencement, and made its 
cheering bright influence felt, without 
however the refreshing breeze from the 
north which had made the previous day so 
agreeable, But sport exacts from. its 
votaries endurance of all such vicissitudes, 
and it made no difference in the ardour of 
the races ; and as virtue generally has its 
reward, the constancy of race goers was 
amply ‘compensated by good sport ; and 
hat was better sill by a gracofal potty 
speech delivered with charming expression 
by the donor of “the ladies purse,” to 
the fortunate winner, at the conclusion of 
that race. : 






aI 
2 
3 












100.1 
Tight an per sales Winners of ont 
race this meeting Slbs. extra; two or more 
races 7lbs.—Entrance $5 each. 
Etoile du Nord 
‘Aspirant ..... 
‘This was not a bright opening of the day's 
amusement a0 oni two ponies contended 
for the annual race cup given by His 
Excellency Chang Taotai ; but destiny has 
its own laws, and tho fates obey them. 
Etoile had no difficult work cut out for him 
in this race, and seemed to enjoy the 
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cantor in which he went round the cours, 
with Aspirant at. a respectful distance in 
the near. ‘The “Star,” howerer, os he got 
near home stretched out, but being well 
held finished quietly, leaving Aspirant 
pulled up before he tuned to tho weighing 
tent. 

“Wormer Prave.—Value§ .—#mile, 
Rea Oar cale Winners of “Sha 
Yang Plate” thie meeting 7Ibs, oxtra,—En- 
trance $5 each. 

Etoile du Nord .. 

Roller .. 

Strbr., 

| Rofolay a 

Four ponies came to the starting point 
and atted @ consi ible display of restiess- 
ness, they got off, Etoile as usual first, woll 
attended by Roller, and Strbr doing his best 
in the third rank, which brought him 
second at the corner; but his stamina was 
not enough, and Roller got nearest, the 
winning horse, and Sérbr only landed a 
third at the end.—Time, 1 min. 40 secs. 

3,—Lavres' Pursz, —Value$ 

‘Penalties for ‘winners 
ne race ‘Tibe, extras two 
or more races 10lbs. extra,—Kiders. e 
sidenta only.—Entrance 35 each. 

































shin 
White Satin. 
Meteor. . 

‘This raco being confined to Chefoo resi- 
dents as riders, it was unfortunate that only 
three “Jocks could be found to contest 
the highly prized favor of receiving the 
Toward’ of their efforts at the fair hands of 
the youthful lady who had so kindly con- 
sented to bestow it. 

Tt is next to impossible to describe the 
exertions of the competitors to secure tho 
ladies’ sympathies and good wishes for their 
success. Suffice it to state thal they all 
did their best, but “Fortune favors the 
fast,” and nothing could mar the truth of 
the’ axiom, which resulted in making 
Pei-shing arrive first at the post, 
‘Tho presentation ceremony was duly per- 
formed. The ‘soft voice of the maiden’ 

. spoke in silvory strains, and hushed eve 
‘one" of the listeners- white—her i 
address to the gallant winner was made. 
The scarlet and white colors made a most 
favorable addition to the tableau ; and his 
speech in returning thanks could only have 
been the echo of both his head and heart 
on the occasion, and called forth loud 
cheers for the charming donor and the 
happy receiver of the prize. 

4.—Werrer Sraces.—Value $ 
round the Cour 
For all Chinese Pon’ 
Peivshing 
B&B 

After the exciting raco just rin, tho 
Welter, iad no chance of being other than 
an ordinary affair. Pei-shing had no com- 
petitor worth doing his best against, and 
won it easily, 

5.—Cuanetoy Stants—Value § 
Sweepstakes $10 exch ontry.—1 1 

Forced entrance for all 
optional for othor Ponies enterod 
ing.— No walk over allowed. 

1 

















—Once 












» and 





‘Weight as per scale. 
winners an 






Kapiolay .. 
This was a trial of strength and speed, 
but it lay between the two “Stars.” 
During the greater part of the race Etoile 
promised to reach the post first, but Pei- 
shing shot ahead at the comer and finished 
first after a thorough good race. 
¢ Once 
it as per acale, 
Forced entries for all losers.—Eutrance $5 
each, 








The two white ponies leading with Strbr 
first to the run in, when Meteor coming up 
made tapid work necessary, but lie could 
not manage to head the unpronotnceable 
poney, and so Strbr came in first. 








Thus terminated the meeting of 1877. 
Every one appeared gratified, and though 
there was no music to enliven the enter- 
tainment the utmost harmony prevailed, 
which was perhaps more efficacious in ren- 
dering everyone pleased. 


Oxp Excrasp. 
Chefoo, 19th Sept. 








Miscellaneous. 


THE FAMINE IN SHANTUNG. 


Bishop Cosi, Vicar Apostolic of Shan- 
tung, wrote from Tsi-nan-foo on 3rd 
September, to a friend in Chefoo, as 
follows :— 

We come from the recitation of the 
“Way of the Cross” in order to obtain 
rain, because the ficlds are universally very 
dry. We expected good crops; but the 
drought has taken away at least one-third 
of the yield we had hoped for. In several 
places there are many locusts, and they are 
near Hun-kia-lou (that is near Tsi-nan-foo), 
yet notwithstanding we have not the terri- 
ble dearth of Inst year. 

‘We recite often the “ Way of the Cross” 
to obtain rain, for the reason that though 
last year Almighty God did not give us 
rain, he sent us silver, that is, generous 
alms with which we were able to save 
many from death. Let him be blessed for 
ever and ever. 

Now that typhus has ceased, there is an 
epidemic and mortal disease amongst the 








Yesterday I received letters from Fat 
Serafino ; he says that in Wu-cheng, Sin- 
ching-chow, ete., etc., there is a’ great 
drought; and there come up bands of 
thieves who steal and pillage under the 
retext that they have nothing to live upon. 

fe tells me also that the pagans secretly 
introduce their small children into the 
exterior court-yard of his house and then 
run away ; the orn] aaa te hand, 
he-daesnot know where to place the new 
comers ; and he adds grain is very dear. 

Here, too, living is dear. Fra Ottavio 
sent to buy grain in the market, but the 
market was empty. ‘This year they 
still continue to bring here many suck- 
ing babies ; but they are so weak that 
unfortunately they go soon, many of 
them, to their Creator. Yesterday they 
brought me two little girls. I hope 
they will live, because they are ono year 











old. Many pagan women come to beg 
some relief, saying they want to become 
Christians. 

Yesterday also arrived hero a catechist 
from Wu-tin-foo with the list of 250 
families wishing to embrace christianity. 
Pray that God may give them constancy. 








TYPHOON IN THE FORMOSA CHAN 


‘The subjoined report of the steamship 
Taitean gives fll partieulars of the typhoon 
in the. Formosa Channel, which occurred 
during the night of the 2ist Sept :—The | 
steamship Taitcan left Foochow on the 2ist | 

at 9 a.m. and had moderate N.E. | 
winds and fine weather to Ockseu, which | 
was passed at 9 p.m. At 10 p.m. the wea- 
ther began to look threatening, and a heavy 
sea getting up from the south, barometer | 
falling rapidly, the wind increasing and be- | 
ing towards the S.E. with every appearance 
of a typhoon, put double lashings on every 
thing movable about the deck, At 11 p 
wind still rising and glass falling, wind 
veered to the stward and then to the 

















she filled and broke away from the davits, 
and two minutes later the port lifeboat 
broke away in the same manner, 
Wind now increased to typhoon violence, 
and the ship fell off before the wind 
and sea; tried all that could be done 
to get her to the wind and sea again, 
but of no avail ; every sail aft blew away in 
tho attempt to do so. At 2a.m. ship still 
refused to come to the wind, and, as slie was 
heading straight for the land, it ras deemed 
advisable to cut away the foremast. At 
2.10 a.m. the foremast fell to the starboard 
side, and at 2.15, the vessel being ensed 
considerably, stopped engines to clear away 
the wreck from propeller ; at this time the 
wind lulled, but a tremendous. sea catching 
the vessel on the starboard tack Inid her 
over on her beam ends, with the water up 
to the hatches and putting the top-gallant 
rail under water. She shortly riglited her- 
self and came to the wind, and behaved 
muuch better than before the mast was cut 
away. The vessel now headed S.E., but 
still shipped heavy seas aft, which washed 
away things movable from’ the deck. At 
8.30 tho glass began to rise, but there 
as no alteration in the weather, and 
the cutter and gig went away piece 
meal, the wind and sea preventing very 
effort to secure them, At 4 am, the 
glass was still rising, but wind and sea 
still doing much damage to ship, though 
sho was behaving admirably. At 6 a.m, 
wind decreasing and ship answering her 
helm, At 6.30 a.n. wind having decreased 
and sea falle ed W.S,W, to find out 
tho vessel's position, At 7 a.m. though 
still blowing hard, the force of the 
gale was evidently spent. ‘The centro of 
storm crossed to %.W., and passed over 
the ship about 2.30 or at any rato 
passed very close. At 8.30 a.m, weather 
much finer} six men were picked up from 
a junk, At 1.15 p.m, spoke a large junk 
with rudder and im offered to 
take the crew, but they ed. Passed 
no less than cight dismasted junks in tho 
course of the day, and arrivell.¢.A3i64 
a PARoR etAtship 
'yramid Point. Left on the 24th, and 
had strong N.E. winds and heavy sea run- 
ning to Swatow.—Luily Pres 















































Nouru-Cutxa Datny News. 
Governor Hennessy's Blue Book 
on Prison Discipline answers pretty con- 
clusively the various admirers of tho 
Good Old Times, who have been abusin; 
him ever since his arrival ; but although 
Tagree with him in thinking the manner 
in which justice has been administered in 
Hongkong is a scandal and a disgrace, I 
doubt if the simple appointinent of three 
or four Chinese warders, and obtaining that 
panacea for everything--a man from home 
—will effect a remedy. What you want is 
a system of good administration, and a man 
to camy it out—a man who looks on 
criminals as a Doctor looks on the sick, 
who uses the gaol as a medical man * 
would a hospital, and with the lights of 
previous ¢ r in eases where there 
is no certain light, by nental treat- 
ment attempts the moral cure of the 
patients entrusted to his charge. ‘The 
reformation of the criminal classes is one 
of the leading roblems of the day, and in 
Hongkong there would be ample means of 
testing new theories by experiment. No 









































S. Eastward. At midnight it had inereas- 
ed to a violent gale, and the sea breaking | 
on board amidships and aft, the vessel | 
rolling very heavily, almost unmanageable, 
and making great leeway. At 1 a.m., 22nd, | 
gale increased to a hurricane, starboard 
boats filling at every lurch ; endeavoured 
to secure them, but could not. Whilst | 
trying to secure the starboard lifeboat 








finer field for missionary labour is open in 
China, Even a theorist could at worst do 
little harm, for the present system of 
locking men up, and bullying them, and 
illtreating them, has confessedly broken 
down, whether viewed as a protection to 
society, or as a means of reclaiming the 
criminals themselves ; and as the prisoners 
would he chiefly heathens, it would bono 








Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


302 


‘The HC, Beraly and &. C. & C. Gazette, _Ocr, 4, 1877. 








departure from the road a missionary had 
marked out for himself when he came to 
China. Really it would be a noble career 
to embark in, and if the man had sonse, 
honesty, and energy, there would be every 
prospect of his doing both a great anda 
good work. Only he must understand 
that the end is not to turn out a model 
prison with everything beautifully clean 
and shining, and fat and cheerful pri- 
soners quoting texts and touching their 
hats while they curse and sneer inwardly 
at both prison and those connected with 
it. He must look on the prison as his 
workshop, or as the mill in passing through 
which the dirty filthy rags of wickedness 
are to be bleached and purified, ground 
down, and all their obstinacy torn out of 
them’; turned inside out, and at last 
broughtto the pulp of humility, pressed into 
shape till they issue forth useful paper. 
And with the majority of criminals there 
is no reason this should not be done. Men 
become criminals from three causes, namely, 
1—Casual temptation, best treated as pri- 
Yately as possible, the apprehension of 
punishment being quite sufficient for their 
reclamation if properly applied ; and these 
Tshould visit with severe sentences speedily 
or immediately remitted, 2.—Want and 
necessity, which can be cured by no punish- 
ment, but who can be reclaimed and be 
made useful members of society by being 
taught, and_given—for the teaching is not 
suflicient—the means of making an honest 
and respectable living. And 3, natural ruf- 
fianism, from early education and long asso- 
ciation with criminal companions, for which 
sharp punishment at the outset, followed by 
long and careful treatment, is necessary ; and 
though too often this class is to be dismissed. 
as incurable, those you do reclaim become 
shining lights by the force of their previously 
ildirected energies. A criminal is of 
course ieetaking ‘and annoying, but it is 
absurd to hate him. Cholera ‘and small- 
pox are ixritating and annoying, but if we 
want to stamp them out it is no use losing 
one’s temper and swearing at them. You 
have to make the condition of the patient's 
body such that the disease cannot continue 
to exist ; and so with the criminal, you have 
to model the man so that crime cannot exist 
in connection with him. ‘The rubbish of our 
system is that we have one remedy only— 
punishment, like the old medical panacea 
of bleeding. For petty theft you give a 
man a year’s misery; for robbery five 
years misery ; and if, nevertheless, nature 
triumphs and he does reform, you think the 
system a success. 

But I will not prolong remarks which I 
fear, from the tone of the comments that 
have been made upon Mr. Hennessy’s pro- 
it will hardly coincide with the 
w. Ihave ventured to write so 
use the subject is one of especial 
interest in China, where the native gaol 
discipline is probably the worst in the 
world. And if out of the present agitation 
some system should be evolyed, which 
shall tend to the wiser treatment of cri 
minals, without foolishly relaxing the safe- 
guards necessary for maintaining peace 
amd social order,—an excellent example 
will have been shown, and much good will 
have been done. 

Yours truly, 
PHILANTHROFIST. 
To the Editor of the 
Nonru-Curwa Darty News. 

Sir,—A person, whose letter appears in 
your issue of this morning over the very 
appropriate signature, ‘ Philanthropist,” 
lias permitted himself to state that he quite 
agrees with Mr. Pope Hennessy in consider- 
ing the manner in which justice has been 
administered in Hongkong to be a seandal 
and a disgrace. Mr. Hennessy would 
probably inform your correspondent that 
this is a very serious sentence for him to 
have written, and that he (Mr. Hennessy) 
neither said nor implied anything of the 
kind. 



























‘When a gentleman of large experience, 
liberal opinions, and indomitable energy 
arrives in a small Colony, where, in spite of 
‘the occasional of a man from home, 
things are mostly worked by local ex- 
perience, it is inevitable that he should 
perceive some matters to be not so ad- 
mirable as the colonists perhaps think them, 
Colonists are a little apt to indulge in 
complacency, and ‘ measuring themselves 
by themselves, and comparing themselves 
among themselves ” to be not quite so wise 
as they might be. Especially is this the 
case where a great and notable improve- 
ment has undeniably been made; for in 
that case the is lest, contented 
with what bas been done, they “ignore 
the necessity of forgetting’ those things 
that are behind and pressing on to those 


that are before. 
But, admitting all this, to say what 
“Philanthropist” has said about the ad- 


ministration of justice in Hongkong is a 


scandal and a , of Which only a 
philanthropist would be guilty. ‘The 
Chinese garotter, the burglar who 


will bring an English lady to widowhood 
and her children to be orphans, for the sake 
of her husband's studs or’ sleeve-links 
=rthese are the people who receive all 
“Philanthropist’s” sympathy and considera- 
tion. Men who have grown grey in the 
service of a neighbouring colony receive 
none. Sic itur ad astra, that is how to set up 
for a philanthropist.’ His ways are in 
the clouds and his footsteps are not 
known! 

The administration of justice in Hong- 
kong commences with the two Police 
Magistrates, of whom it is, enough to re 
mark that they are respected by all who 
know them. “Men more diligent, clear- 
headed, careful, and im it were hard 
to find: ‘The senior Magistrate has soen 
many philanthropists come and go, and 
say their futile say. Not Jess preise may bo 
awarded to the two Judges. ‘The community 
has sometimes criticised the Chief Justice, 
but never for want of humanity. The gaol 
in the hands. of tha?ate Mr. Douglas (and 
it has been more or less in a transition state 
ever since his death) was managed with 
singular care and ability. I deny that 
the prisoners have been cither bullied 
or ill-treated, but it would be difficult 
to satisfy 9) theorist who. objects to 
their being locked up! The discipline 
may have been too severe, or not severe 
enough ; thatis matter of experience and of 
opinion’ merely. Similarly, the policy 
instituted, developed, and worked with the 
most anxious care ‘by three such able, 

et such different men as Sir Hercules 

‘obinson, Sir Richard MacDonnell, and 
Sir Arthur Kennedy, may have been mis- 
taken at any given time, or wrong through- 
out; but neither scandal nor disgrace can 
attach to those who did the best they knew, 
nor to those who merely executed the laws 
enacted for their guidance. 

‘Mr. Hennessy has happily indicated the 
keystone of the whole question, in suggest 
ing that the Government of Hongkong 
should not be ashamed to go back on its 
former procedure, and try a new policy, 
only because that policy may savour of 
humanity. Mr, Hennessy has doubtless 
seen enough of humanitarians to know how 
hard it often is not to be ashamed of even 
alittle humanity. And if anything could 
make one ashamed of so good a cause, it 
is just such ignorant, intemperate, and 
sweeping writing as that of which “Phil- 
anthropist” has been guilty. How much 
this writer knows of public business maj 
be inferred from his calling Mr. Hennessy's 
speech a Blue Book! He probably knows 
nearly as-much about gaols as about Blue 
Books, and as little of justice as of 
either. May not a philanthropist too 
often be defined as an idle dreamer, who 

ets excessively angry with those who are 

‘ing the burden and heat of the day, 
because they have no time to attend to his 
foolish and impracticable fancies ? 











T shall trouble you with no further com- 
munication on this subject, whatever reply 
may be made. It is enough once to have 
guavered philanthropist according to his 
folly. 
Tam, &c., 


Shanghai, 29th Sept. 


Y. M.S. 
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CIVIL SUMMARY COURT, 


Shanghai. 25th Sept, 
Before R. A, Mowar, Esq. 
Wore Fre v, Carary Granox. 

Plaintiff was formerly a quartermaster on 
board the steamer Yungching, of which tho 
defendant is master, aud he sued to recover 
$18, alleged to be due for ws 

Defendant denied hie liability. Ho stated 
that when the steamer came into port on the 
27th July last, plaintiff went ashore, and he 
did not see avything more of him for a month 
when he came and demanded his wages, Ho 
told him that he had forfeited them, becauso 
he loft the steamer when he was not entitled 
todo, Plaintiff was engaged by the month, 
and knew very well that if ho left during the 
month ho lost his wages. A notice to that 
effect was posted on the fore-mast, 

Plaintiff said that when he left the ship his 
feet wore sore and he was unable to walls 
He also alleged that the Chief Officer gave 
him leave to go ashor 

‘The Chief Officer denied that he gave him 
leave, aud said that at the time ho told bi 
that if he weut ashore he would forfeit his 

plaintiff replied thas it was 
and went away, Plaiutif?’s 
absenos had caused some inconvenience to the 
Yestel, one of the sailors having to do his 
work, _ 

‘His Honour told plaintiff ho was not entitled 
to recover the money, and accordingly gavo a 
verdict for the defendant, 





























Jet Oct, 
A-Loxo »v. M. J. Fisonzn. 


was a claim for $17 for goods supplied, 
lant, admitted his indebteduers, sad 
would pay tite money the next day, 







ment was accordingly entered for the 


Tuc 
plaintiff with costs, 








POLICE COORT, 


Shanghai, 25th Sept, 
Before R. A, Mowan, Esq, 
R, (Carramy Fox) v, Wictias Brows, 
Refusal of Dut; 
Defendant is an able seaman belonging to 












the barque Lady Bowen, aud he was charged 
with refusal of duty. 
From the statement of Captain Pox it ap- 


peared that in August last defendant was a 
witness in a caso in which the mate of the 
vessel was convicted for theft. After the 
case was over, he asked for his discharge, and 
the Captain refused to give it him. Since then 
defendaut had been troublesome on board, 
aud bad often refused duty, once being brought 
before Mr. Mowat aud ordered to pay the 
costs, In the early part of this month the 
vessel was at Nagasaki, Defendant then 
refused duty, and he was taken before the 
Consul who sentenced him to a week's impri 
sonment. On leaving gaol defendant still 
rofused duty, aud persistently refused to do 
any work at all on the voyage across. 
efendant admitted the offence, statin 

that he refused to work because he want 
his discharge. He was willing to sacrifice all 
the wages due him if he could leave the ship, 

His Worsure told him that be was 
acting very foolishly, and also very unfairly 
towards the other men, He sentenced hin to 
four weeks’ imprisonment, ordered him to 
forfeit halt a mouth’s pay to the ehip and to 
pay the costs of the Court, and directed the 
Captain to distribute the wages due him for 
the time he had been idle among the erew for 
having to do his work. 

Accharge of assault against the same de- 





















fendant was adjourned, 
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U. 8, CONSULATE-GENERAL. 


Shanghai, 2lat Sept. 
Before Hon. G. W. Watts, Consul-General. 





‘Messrs. Savitz & Co., 1, G. A. BUTLER. 
‘Mr, Warxewricur appeared forthe plaintiff. 
Defendant conducted his own case. 


‘This was an action to recover $178.54 for 
+ goods sold and de 

‘Defendant denied his indebtedness. He 
acknowledged having received the goods, and 
maintained that they had been paid for. 

‘The only question to be decided was whe- 
ther the defendant had paid the money or 
nob, 

Mr. Warxewrionr explained that it ws 
with considerable reluctance on the part of 
the plaintiffs that they had instituted the 

yroceedings, but as they were confident that 
hey had not received the money, and de- 
fondant seemed equally sure that he had paid 
it, they were anxious to test the facts, for it 
Was of the greatest importance to = large 
establishment like theirs that a matter of this 
Kcind should be thorouglily investigated to the 
bottom. i 

‘On behalf of the plaintiffs’ a great deal of 
evidence was adduced. It was to the effect 
that in the month of December, 1876, defend- 
ant was supplied by them with goods to the 
amount of tte claim $173,54. In the usual way 
the bill for the amount was banded over by the 
accountaut to the compradore on the 1st or 
Qod of January, a shroff presented it to 
defendant, who did not pay hit The bill 
was ted a second time in January, 
and again in the first week in February, but 
aocording to the shroff’s evidence defendant 
did not pay him the amouut on any of these 
occasions, aud that the receipted bill was 
left with him. Defendant on one occasion 
told him the compradore would pay the bill. 
‘The shroff saw the compradore who said he 
would pay him on the 10th February, On 
that day he weut to see the compradore twive, 
bat could not find him. In March he took 
auother bill for payment.” ‘That was for 
$208.68, which included the $173.54, the 
balance being for goods obtained in the mean- 
time and not in dispute. About this time, de- 
fondant wrote to plaintiffs stating that 
he had paid his December account, and several 

stters passed between them on the subject, 

All the letters were read, and conversation 
was detailed which had passed between 
defendant and Messrs. Spring and Thomas 
Henry Sayle, partuers in the firm of Sayle 
‘and Company, in reference to the matter. 
‘The correspondence and conversatior 
that defendant maintained that he paid plain- 
tiff’ shroff himself out of money he re 
from his compradore, when he settled up 
accounts with the S.S.N. Co., that Mrs, 
Butler fetched the money downstairs at the 
time he made the payment, and that he 
refused to give any further explanation to 
‘unless it was before his Cones, 
ii m that 




























































over. 
of the plaintiffs were Messrs, E. H. Spring, 
T, H. Sayle, A. Sayle, the “compra: 


dore, the shroff who had made the calls 
fon defendaut, and the other two shrofis 
in plaintiffs’ ‘service. They spoke to the 
foregoing facts, and each oue denied havin 
received payment of the sum now claime 
from the defendant. Defendant’s compradore 
was alo called by the plaintiffs, and he denied 
that he had eettled the account. He ceased 
to be deféndant’s compradore on the 11th of 
January last, when he handed defendant 
$445.32 as a settlem: of his accounts. 
At that time he owed defendant that amount. 
Defendant was uot indebted to him, and 
he had not told plaintiffs’ compradore 
or their shroff that he was. He contradicted 
statements made by the two latter, and when 
the trio were confronted with each other, they 
each adhered to their own original statements, 
although they contradicted one another. Plain 
tiffs’ books were also produced and were 
spected by the Court. 

For the defence, defendant recalled Mr. 
Spring, whostated that Mr. Butler had traded 
with them for seven, years to his knowledge, 
and had always paid’ his accounts regularly. 
Asa rule he did not think his bills had been 























presented more thau once or twice before they 
were paid. This was the first dispute Sayle 
and Company had had with the defendant. 
Sayle and Co. did not frequently present bills 
after they hiad been paid once. 

Coptain Axpews was next examined, and 
said that he had dealt with Sayle & Company 
for 12 or 13 years. During that time there 
had been several mistakes in the bills, but 
plaintiffs’ had always been willing to rectify 
them. On one occasion a bill of theirs’ was 

id “twit © paid it on board the 

also paid it at home, 
compared accounts the 
mistake was discovered, and his wife went to 
Blessrs. Sayle and Company and they returned 
the money. 

Mr. Wamwaronr objected to this ev 
dence as totally irrevelant to the case under 

ration. 5 
‘The Courr raled that the evidence was 
he ground that it went to 
bility was to be placed on the 
plaintiffs’ system of book-keeping. 

Defendant was sworn and deposed that he 
paid Messrs, Sayle and Company's bill 
of $173,54 between the 9th and 16th of Jan- 
uary last, as per the receipted bill produced. 
He paid’ it to aehrof "The payment was 
made in his office. He could not now re- 
cognise the man he gave the money to, neither 
could he remember whether anybody was 
present when he made the payment, At the 
time he was acting as his own compradore, 
aud made the payment. out of $445. hie lato 
compradore had hauded over to him. He 
did not hear of the matter again until the 
end of April, when he received a bill for 
$208, as a balance of his account up to the 
Ist of January. 

This was all the evidence. 

Mr. Watvewntont in summing up the case 
to the Court argued that it was entirely a 

muestion of the credibility of the witnesses 
‘Due onus of proof rested on the defendau 
































‘and it appeared to be (a t's) me- 
mory against the posit of the 
shroff. “He described the way in which bills 


were collected in Shanghai, and said it was a 
well recognised thing that a mere receipted 
Dill was no guarantee of payment. He 
reviewed the correspondence and the eviden 
and pointed out that defendant's memor; 
many particulare wasdefective and treacherous, 
that he was careless in his monetary affairs, 
and that his unsupported testimony of the 
payment of the sovount was not to be pre- 
ferred to that of the shroff, who was supported 
toa certain extent by the other witnesses and 
the plaintiffs’ books. 

Defendant did not wish it to be understood 
that he rested his defence on the receipted 
bill, as much as he did on the defective book- 
keeping of the plaintiffs’. He did not believe 
either the plaintiffs’ shroff or compradore had 
made a mistake, but he did think Messrs. 
Sayle & Co. had neglected to postup the amount 
in their books. He referred to discrepancies 
in the dates of the correspoudenco as com- 
pared with the accounts, and said that it was 
a very singular-fact that the receipted Lil 
should be left in his possession for three 
months without application for it, if the 
money had not been paid. He had ‘been in 
Shanghai a great wumber of years, aud had 
always paid his bills when they were pre- 
sented ; and if he was not confident that he 
had made this payment, he shiould not have 
troubled the Court. 

‘The Cour in giving decision said the case 
was one of some embarrassment, for thereasou 
that, toa great extent, it rested on the credi- 
ility of Witnesses. “That was a matter, 
however, not of great importance, as there 
were other grounds upon which the issue 
could be determined, First, as to the receipt. 
A receipt is prima facie evidence of payment 
‘but may be contradicted by other evidenc 
in this instance there is a preponderance of 
evidence to show that the payment was not 
made when the receipt was delivered ; there- 
fore the receipt would have no weight in the 
cousideration of the case. Mr. Butler testifies 
that he paid some person a certain sum of 
money—did he pay it to the agents of 
Messrs. Sayle and Company? The agents 
‘of Messrs. Sayle and Company had been 
produced ‘and testitied that they never 
received the money from Mr. Butler. Mr. 
Butler alone testified that he paid the 
money, and he would not say that he 
paid it to the plaintiffs’ agent, notwith- 
standing that he had been acquainted with 



















































their agents and had done business with the 
firm for ten or twelve years, That was a 
vital pointin thease. If Mr, Butler had given 
testimony that he paid plaiutifis’ agent, the 
Court would have been reasonably compelled. 
to give a verdict in favour of defendant ; 
but under the circumstances there was no 
evideuce to warrant the Court in pres 
ing that the money was paid to Me 
Sayle & Company's agents. . In order to 
establish a custom, it was necessary to pro- 
duce more than one witness. It Mr, Butler 
had shown, by calling a large number of 
witnesses, that Messrs, Sayle and Company's 
books had been found irregular and inac 
curate on many occasions, the Court would 
have been compelled under such circum- 
stances to have cot lered that as t¢ 
ig to establish the unreliability of their 
books. As it was the books stood unim- 
peached, plaintiffs’ agent or shroff was also un- 
impeached ; and, consequently. the Court was 
left with no other remedy, based on law and on 
the evidence, (notwithstanding it might have 
an impression that thero had been a payment, 
and without referring to the credibility of 
Mr, Butler or impeaching his testimony in 
the least), but to give a verdict against him ; 
and the Court was therefore compelled to 
render averdict for $173.54 with costs against 
defendant. 























26th Sopt. 
Before Alon, G. W. Wetts, Consul-General, 
and Me: P. R. Dumanesg and 
8. D, Wenn, Associates, 
Bone v, Burr, 
Divorce. 
Mr, Warxewnrenr appeared 
petitioner, 
‘The respondent did not appear, and was 
unrepresente; 





for tho 


‘This was a wife's petition for a dissolution 
of marriage on the ground of adultery. 

Mr, Waizwntoitr briefly opened the 
and then read the petition. 

It set forth that the petitioner Jano Poam 
Burr, who is a British subject, was 
on the 9th December, 1868, lawfully marri 
to the respondent, who was an American 
citizen, After the marriage they lived tor 
gether at Shanghai and Newehwang, "They 

iad had four children, one of whom was 
living. In December, 1875, the peti 
went to England with the consent 
approbation of her husband, and 














that 
by rengon of the latter uot supplying hor 


with the* means of subsistance she roturued 
to Shanghai, borrowing £106 wherewith to 
ay the passage for herself and child, Since 
her return she had ascertained that the res- 
poudent lad been guilty of adultery during 
hier absence, In consequence, the petitioner 
prayed for a dissolution of her marriage with 
the respondent, that he should be condemned 
jn the costs of tle auit, and bo ordered to pay 
the sun of £106. ‘he petitioner also asked 
to have the custody of er child. 

Mr. Watsewnicor said the petition had 
beeu served on the respondent at Hongkong 
and he had been cited to appear ; but he had 
not filed au auswer and was not now pres 
An affidavit of service had Leen filed. 
suit was instituted under a statute in 
ference to divorces in the district of Columbia 
passed on tie 19th of June, 1860, bi 
No. 150 in the 36th session of Congress, and 
the section on which he relied was No. 3, 
which enacted that where cither party 
had committed adultery, a dissolution of the 
marriage could be decreed. ‘Therefore, he 
presumed, that it was ouly ueccssary for him 
to prove the marriage, the adultery, aud other 
subsidiary matters relating to the damages, 
&e, 

‘The Counr—Yee, and I may say for the 
information of the attorney and othiers, that 
while I do not regard the statutes of the 
district of Columbia as more particularly 
binding on the Court than the statutes 
of the States, the rule that I eball adopt 
while Iam on the bench will be as far as 
practicable to favour the laws of the Stato 
from which the defeudenthails, providing there 
is no law of Congress ou the subject ; and, 
therefore, iu all cases the profession can bo 
governed by that rule, 

‘Mr. Waixewnicnt thanked the Court for 
having made these observations, and said that 
hitherto there had been a good deal of un- 
certainty with regard to the proceedings of 
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the Court. The Court's predecessor Mr. 
Soward, had been in the habit of adopting 
the law of the district of Columbia, where 
‘there was no goueral Inw of the United States, 

‘The Court—There is a law, in fact, upon 
the statute book which provides that ‘where 
thro ia no law of Congress providing punish- 
ment for au offence, or regulating the course 











to be pursued in regard to any case, the law | 


of the State whore the Court is holden shall 

be tho law in that particular instance, and 

the same rule will of courso govern us. If 

we can find no statues either of Congress or 

of the States, then T will take the Common 
aw. 

Mr. Warvewrrour said he would now pro- 
coed to call evidence, and first ho would handin 
the certificate of the marriage of the part 
Tt was dated the 9th Decomber, 1868, and 
was under tho hand of Mr. Seward and the 
seal of the U. S, Consulate-General. At the 
foot of the certificate, as if it was a siguature, 
appeared “(Thomas Francis Bare, born New 

‘ork City.” 

‘The Court asked whether there was any 
question in reference to the citizenship of tho 
respondent. 

Mr, Warwewnicar said he had no further 
syidenes to offer ou, that point, except that 
of the petitioner, who could depose that sho 
alwaya/underatood her husband to bo an 
American, and that he was born ty New 
York. 

‘Tho register list was produced and_ros- 
pondent’s namo appeared as the 28th down 
the 

‘Wane Aatow was then oalled—He deposed 
that formerly ho was in the service of Captain 














Burr, He ‘recognised the photog ‘pro- 
duced as that of his Inte master. On the Sth 
December, 1875, ho accompanied Mre, Burr 









to Hongkong, whero he st 
Ho thon returned to SI 
immediately to seo his master, who was then 
living at Mrs, Godeurath’s house, iu Hongkew. 
Ho continued in the service of Captain Burr, 
who shortly afterwards went to live at tho 
Astor House, where ho stayed two months, 
Captain Burr then went to Hongkong, and 
returning in two weeks hy stayed at tl 
Astor Houso for a day or two and afterwards 
went to live at the Central Hotel. Soon 
afterwards Captain Burr went to Japan, Ho 
(witness) could not remomber tho month his 
master wont to Japan, While Mrs. Burr 
was away in England Captain Burr often 
atayed ont all night, and he had seen him 
in a foroign house on the Yang-king-pang, 
next ton native tea-house, Ho had beon 
in the habit of taking clean clothes to his 
mastor at this house on Sunday mornings, 
and on these occasions he had seen him in a 
bedroom with « woman in the house. 
His master always stayed ont on Saturday 
nights, and sometimes also during the week. 
ATE Jessor deposed that; inthe year 

@ was tho occupier of a house on the 
Yang-king-pang Creek. Several women were 
living with her at the time. She knew 
Captain ‘Thomas Francis Burr, and recoguised 
his photograph now produced. ile had heen 
in the habit of visiting her house very fre- 
quently, and had repeatedly stayed all night 
in the house. 

Mr, Warsewntonr said that was all the 
evidence he proposed to call to prove the 
adultery, and would now examine the poti- 
tivner te prove some of the collateral facts 
montioned in the petitio: 

Mra, Burr was th 
—In December, 1868, I was ‘married to the 
respondent, ‘The photograph now produced 
is his likeness. We lived togethor at Shanghai 
and Newehwang. Wo lived together up to 
the timo I went home. ‘That was on the 
5th of December, 1875. On that day I went 
home to England. My husband seut me. I 
have only one child living. It is a boy, and 
he is three years old. He was born 0 
the 61h Sepiember, 1874, and bis namo is 
Emest Winsor, He is living with me now. 1 
roturned from England in May of this year, 
I camo back because I had no means of 
living in England. My husband did not 
sond mo any money, and while I was in 
England I lived with my uncle and aunt. My 
unelo lent me tho money to return to Shaug- 
hoi,—£108—and I gave him my jewellery as 
security for it, My uncle expects to be 
repaid. He did not give mo the money as 
a gifts it was only lent, I don’t remomber 
the date when my husband loft Shanghai, 
but I think it was about the end of July. 


ed twenty days, 
ighai and wout 












































alled, She deposed 









































I have not seen him since. He has not] 
returned to my knowledge. I have received. 
three lettere from him. I have not brought 
all of them with me. 

Mr. Wanvzwnicar said that the letters 
were at tho disposal of the Court. If the 
Court wished to seo them, he would send for 
them at once, He could produce the last 
letter written by the respondent to his wife 
and he handed the letter in.—It was an 
acknowledgment of the receipt of the petition 
by the respoudent, who stated that he should 
not appear in Court and hoped the divorce 
would be granted. 

‘The Covrr did not think it necessary to 
havo tho other letters produced. 

Potitiouer continued—The letter which has 
just beon read is in my hueband’s hand. 
‘writing. When he went away he only gave 
me $18, with which he told me to pay the 
boy and washmau, When I had done this 
there were only $2 left. I had only that 
amount of money when I went to live with 
Mrs. Lang. He has sent me no money since, 
1 am now carrying on business as a drees- 
maker and milliuer in Shanghai, and should 
like to have the custody of my child, Tam 
prepared to maintain it, My husband bas 
always been kind to the child, but I don’ 
think heis 4 proper person to have the custod; 

Tam anxious to keop the child myeell, 

Mr. Wanvewntonr eaid that was all th 
evidence he proposed to give. The peti: 
i not ack for hor husband to pay 
alimony or anything of that kind, but ou] 
for him to be ordered to pay the £106 sho 
had borrowed from her uncle, aud the coste 
‘The £106 sho was anxious to 




































it. She wiehed for nothing 
not want to be dependant 
e husband at all. 

‘The Cour suggested that evidence should 
tbo given as to the means of the re 
‘Tho petitioner, in reply to Mr. Wainowrigt, 

he know nothing at all about her 
ho never told her auything. 














iat money he bad, and did 
ot know whether he had any property tn 
Now York or not. She nover heard him say 





cd property in Now York. 
REWRIGHT anid it was obvious 
had money, or he could not do 
what he had doue. 
Me, Brapgorp, the 
that the respondent rec 
three thousand ta 

















‘ho petitioner was aware hor 
husband received somo money from Spedding’s 
did not know, 


Mr. Waixewatour said he did not think 
thore wan any part of tho caso ho need make 
any remarks upon, except that portion which 
had reference to the £106. ‘That was money 
the petitioner was obliged to obtain to bring 
her from tngland to Shanghai, and she 
having deposited her jowellery was directly 

torested in ita repayment, Although, per- 
haps, it might not be technically jowed i 
‘particular suit, it soemed to him that 
repayment of it by the respondent was 
only part of tho justice the petitioner was 
entitled to obtain in the present action, 

‘The Court thought that in ca decree 
for divorce was granted, there was uo ques. 
tion alont the petitioner being entitled to the 
£106. 

‘The Count and the As 
sulted, aud it was deci the prayer 
of tho petition be granted, divorcing the 
petitioner from the respondent, that the 
former retain the custody of the child, that 
there be judgment for damages to th 
of $530, tho equivalent of £106, and 

Mr. WarsewniGuT asked ‘what was 
cluded under the terms “costs.” Accordi 
to the regulations for the government of tl 
proceedings of the Coneulate, the litigants 
finally prevailing had _ been entitled to 
costs under regulation No. 26. ‘There had. 
beon a great deal of discussion ae to the 
meaning of the word “costs.” Mr. Seward 
felt diffeulty in regard to it, and he (Afr, 
Wainowright) had never been able to get to 
tho bottom of the matter, Hitherto it had 
beon held that “costs” wero only Court fees, 
20 that successful litigants did not recover 
any portion of the expenses of obtaining 
necessary legal nesistance, 

‘The Cocrt said it was a very proper 
question for consideration, If Mr, Waine- 
wright asked for a definition of the terms 




















ors then con- 








































was no doubt that respondent | Cot 











“‘eosts” in the regulation, the C. 
decide that it did not include the 
feo, but only the Court feos, Tl 
‘a law, however, of Congress enacting that 
in the 0.8. District Courts proctor or 
attorney appearing there should bo allowed 
against the party ltigant, sgainst whom 
judgment is decreed, a fee of $20. ‘The Court 
‘would decide that $20 could be allowed in 
this Court, Ordinarily the attorney's fos 
would not be considered as costs nor would 
it be allowed as such. In the present caso, 
hor if there was a prayer asking for - 
rolief for the expentes inoldent to prosscuting 
the suit, it would be # questfon for couisidor 
tion. When parties came into Court, it is 
necessary for them to deposit a sum of money 
to cover the ordinary costs of prosecuting the 














case. 

Mr. Wamxwsiour said then in future all 
costs would havo to be paid by the unsuccoss~ 
fal party, and that the successful party would 
recover $20 as attorney's fees. Ho asked 
‘whothor that was the maximum? 

‘Tho Covnr replied that $20 was the maxi- 
mum sum attorneys were entitled to have 
taxed as costs, but explained that if in oatos, 
such aa tho ono under consideration, the 
attorney in his petition prayed for costs i 
cident to pressouting the suit, a reasonable 
amount would be allowed him in addition to 


aid they had hitherto 
ion that they could 
recover only Court focs as’costs, and that he 
had worded the prayer of tho petition as he 
lind worded others proviously. He would 
like to amend it with the permission of the 





























pressed its willingnoss to allow a reasonable 
sciount as incidental costs for proseouting tho 
auit, 

Mr. Wantawnsont amondod the prayor of 
the petition go as to include incidental costs 
for prosecuting th said he would 
nyention $100 as t for the Court 
to make, but he did not wish that amount 
to be taken in any way as» precedent, or to 
Prejudice is professional brethern inthe 
feast, 8100 was » nominal sum montionod at 
‘of thia caso only, 















random, and for the pur 

‘Tho Covrr thought 100, a very reasonable 
amount, and decided that it be paid 
cldental costs for prosecuting the uit, in 
addition to the ordinary costs and the $530 
aie damages, 





29th Sopt, 
Before Hon. G, W. Wats, Consul-General, 
and Messrs, H. Synva, aud A. C, 
Honrer, Associates, 
F. A. Groom v. M, A. Jexxaxs, 
Mr. MysonH appeared for the plaintiff, 
Mr. Waxswasour represented the defend- 
ant, 





This was au action to recover the sum of 
Tis, 400, premia duo to the plaintiff ou a 1 
under an agreement made with the defendant 
on the 23rd April, 1877. 

‘The evidence’ adduced was principally 
documentary, introduced in the course of 
the plaintiff's examination, It was to the 
effect that Mr. Remi do Montigny, who was 
the landlord of property on the Freneh Bund 
now in the occupation of the defendant, 
originally leased that property to Mr. Blethen, 
of Messrs, Farnham & Co, Mr, Blethon sub- 
sequently assigned the lease to the plaintiff 
but no formal deed passed between them, 
except a brief memorandum which plaintiff 
drew up at the time of the transaction aud 
handed it to Mr. Blethen, who had left Shang 
hai in the meantime, and that memorandutn, 
consequently, was not produced. But under it 
plaintiff deposed that he relieved Mr. Blethen 
of all responsibility under the lease. Soon 
afterwards Mr. Blothen called on plainti 
asked him if ho was willing to dispc 
interest in the steamer Paokong, his interest 
in the lease lately transferred to him, and 
also his interest in another lease of certain 
frontage adjoining aud belonging to Mr. Telge. 
Plaintiff replied that he would part with his 
interest on certain terms and specified them 
in document, The negociationa resulted in 
the defendant with others entering into an 
‘agreement under which they purchased plain. 
tiif’s share in the steamer "Paokong, and his 
interest in the leases on which premia had 
to be paid in instalments, It was arranged 
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between Mr. Blethen and the plaintiff that 
the old lease of Mr. Remi de Montigny’s 
roperty should be surrendered to the original 
Finwor and a new lease granted to Mr. 
Jenkins, But before such an assigoment 
could be made, it was necessary to obtain 
tho:consent of the original lessor, and when 
applied. to be refused to sanction the assign- 
ment without fresh security from Mr, Jenkins, 
who he believed would not be as good a 
tenant as Mr. Blethen, and he saked for s bill 
af aale on a pantoon in front of the property. 
‘That defendant refused to give. Other diffi. 
culties arose, plaintiff alleging that Messrs 
‘Walker, Jenkins, Derrick, etc., conld not 
agree as to whose name the new lease was 
to be made out in; and this difficulty was 
sreome by Mr. Jenkins buying out the 
interests of the other persons in the concern. 
Plaintiff understood that Mr. Jenkins had 
purchased the Paokong, but the latter went 
Away to Hankow without making the pay- 
promising that he would send down the 
money after the Chinese New-year, Plaintiff 
‘was informed of this by Messrs. Farnham 
and he understood that Mr. Blethen, 
8 fully of all the interests he 
F) possessed in the lenses, waa aoting 
agent of Messrs, Jenkins and Walker 
. Mr. Jen- 
‘ue on the 
steamer from Hankow, and when 
to Shanghai, in March, he told pl 
he was expecting to’ sell the 
yked him if he could 
over the premi 
Butterfield & Swire but they 
offer, and he was unable to obtain any one 
totake over the premises from the defendant. 
ted that Mr. Groom tol 











































duly paid, and 
400 bow’ sued 
last. 








p 
Aefendant, and he promised payment at a 
specified time, but he failed to keep hi 
roinise, and subsequently refused to pay at 
all, alleging that plaintiff had failed to fulél 
his contract—hence the action. Plaiotitf 
xd for the pontoon belonging to the de. 
fondant to be attached to pay the amount of 
the 

Plaintiff and Mr. Cowie, solicitor, who 
acted for the original lessor in the matter, 
were the only witnesses called by Mr. My- 
burgh, and the foregoing facts are sum- 
marised from their statements aud the docu- 
mentary evidence produced. Mr. Cowie had 
repared a document surrendering the old 
Feaco of Mr, ‘Remi do Montigny’s property 
to the original lessor from the plaintiff, 
and also a draft of the new lease to be 
ranted to Mr. Jenkins, but owing to the 
iatter’s refusal to git rity neither of 
the documents were executed, and the new 
arrangement proposed fell in ‘abeyance, He 
(Mr. Cowie) did not know of his own know- 
ledge but he understood that Mr. Blethen 
had assigned hia interest to Mr. Groom, and 
so far as he knew Mr. Blethen w: 
willing to allow Br. Senki 











































there would have been uno difficulty 
giviog a new I 








to the defendant 
y, and his partners had 
decided in whose uame the lease should bi 
ade out. He thonght he possessed sufi 
cient power to give defendant a good lease 
and was ready to do so now. In all respects 
he considered that he had fulfilled hi 
of the contract. Defendant had been it 
sossion since January, 1877, and had paid his 
rent up to the present time, The next rent 
‘was due on the lat October. The debit notes 
for Mr, Remi de Montigny’s rent were made 
out to Mr. Blethen, and then sent to plaintiff, 
who forwarded them to Mr. Jenkins, Plain. 
tiff paid the rent under the other lease direct 
to Mr. Telge. 

On bebalf of the defendant bis lisbility for 
‘the amount olaimed was denied on the ground 
that plaintiff had not earned the money 
by tho fulfilment of his contract. It was 
alleged that plaintiff contracted on the 23rd 
‘April to have the leases of the premises in 

muestion made out in the name of the de- 
fendant with all possible despatch, aud that 
on the 26th June defendant wrote to plaintif® 
asking for the leases. Not receiving them he 
wrote plaintiff again on the 27th August, to 
the effect that if ho was not pat in possession 





in 
if ho had given seow 


























of the leases on or before the 15th prox. he 
should look upon eement respectin, 
them to be at an end, and’ should hold plain: 
tiff responsible for all losses and expenses 
acoruing from such breach of contract. It 
‘was alleged that neither of these letters were 
replied to by the plaintiff, and it was also 
admitted that defendant did, in good faith 
that the plaintiff would carry out his agree- 
ment, promise to pay the sum claimed, but 
subsequently declined to do so on finding 
the petitioner would not or could not carry 
out the terms of his agreement. Mr. 
Wainewright argued that there were very 
good reasons for the plaintiff to believe 
that he would never get what he had con- 
tracted to pay the premia for, and that 
therefore he was justified in refusing to 
pay the present claim. He thought the 
inference might be drawn that the real diffi- 
culty was that Mr. Blethen was by no means 
80 anxious to carry out his part of the con- 
tract as Mr. Groom would lead the Court 
to believe; in fact he thought they might 
conclude that Mr. Blethen was not willing, 
and that Mr. Groom had no legal power 
to give to the defendant what he had con- 
tracted to give him. He was contented to rest 
his caso on the evidence which had been 
produced by the plaintiff, and by merely 
calling Mr. Jenkins to rebut some of the 
statements made by Mr.Groow, Mr, Jenkins 
was called and in the course of h 


















authority in the matter was merely 
er certain sums of money and to get 
return, He had paid all cla 
in the matter except this one, and was pre- 
pared to pay the ‘ls. 400 on the Yet August 
if plaintiff had fulfilled his contract, 

joth the legal gentlemen in summing up 
case quoted authorities in support of their 














case, and each with equal coufidence claimed 
the verdict of the Court. 
‘The Cour took time to consider its decision. 
‘The case occupied the Court from ten 
o'clock in the morning uutil five in the even- 
ing. 





Extracts. 


THE REBELLION IN 


Tho Rising Sun says: 
accounts from Kagoshima, t 
last remaining band of insurgents with 
Kirino, and other leaders, is at length hope 
less. Profiting by the experiences of former 
escapes, the Imperialists appear determined 
ility of exit shall be allowed, 
ry precaution that care and hard work 
ecure has been taken to enclose the 
ded crowd in a net from which they will 
unable to extricate themselves. The 
it of the investing army of Imperial 
soldiers is variously stated to he from sine to 
ton miles, in which distance more than 
20,000 soldiers have been posted. Before the 
insurgents can cut their way through this 
body of mep, they have, it appears, to break 




















© | down a triple line of bamboo pallisading, in 
'Y | the rear of which a ditch bas been dug, aud a 


stone wall erected where the nature of the 
ground is favorable. Meanwhile, the Sat- 
guma men, supposed to be in all about 
2,000, occupy the enclosed buildings and the 
wooded shelter of the hill known as Shiroyama, 
Having got their enemy so far secured, the 
policy of the Imperial commander, we believe, 
will be to await their surrender, which cannot 
be delayed very long. A storm of shot and 
shell is kept up whenever opportauity ean, be 
got, and the besieged occasionally reply when 
they can find good investment for their limited 
tock of ammunition, Owing to the 
cruelty practised by the rebels on th 
month, on their surprising the place, we 
be 10" quarter will be given, and we are 
informed that the men who now surrender or 
are taken prisoners are shot without mercy.— 
By the last accounts Cholera was bad in the 
vicinity, and if it breaks out among the dense- 
y packed crowds of soldiers and coolies exposed 
to the hardships of want of shelter and constant 
rain, there is no telling the turn things may 
take; but we trust that by the end of the 
month something decided will be kuown of 








human 
Ist of 




















the complete wind-up of this revolution. 









‘THE BLOCKADE OF HONGKONG. 
(Daily Press.) 

“To promote and, if need be, to protect, 
these mercantile proceedings shall be the 
main policy of my administration.” The 
above is an extract from the inaugural speech 
of His Excelleney John Pope Hennessy, and 
it was received with great and marked sa 
faction. The native trade of this Colony 
20 long been the object of attack by the 
Canton Authorities, and the proceedings of 
the, Hoppo's eruises. so, daring and illegal, 
that this declaration of a decided policy by the 
new Governor could not fail to elicit approval, 
The community hoped that a man of action 
hhad made his ‘appearance on the scene, who 
would not hesitate to take strong measures, 
if necessary, to check the piratical action of 
the Canton Customscruisers. Norhas anything 
occurred since to induce a different opinion, 

startled the 





























ie, but he has not go far given 
any indication of a’ tendency to support Sir 
Brooke Robertson, At present he has taken, 
n the Blockade Question, but, as 
mn cannot very well sit until the 
Chefoo Convention has been ratified, and no- 
thing very startling has occurred in connec- 
tion with the subject to attract his attention, 
it is not to be wondered at that His Excel 
Jency has not yet done anything in fulfilment 
of the now farnous declaration which prefaces 
these remarks, But though there lias been 
no conspicuous act of aggression recently 
committed the Hoppo's myrmidons, it 
must not be supposed that they are inactive, 
The great tusnuess of life with them thelr 
raison détre in fact—is to ‘ squeeze” tho 
native traders of Hongkong, and because 
we only hear at broken intervals of their 
malpractices, it must not be concluded that 
they are not up and doing, As a matter 
of fact, the native junk and boat owners 
passively submit to be squeezed so long as 
the screw is not applied too stif hey 
have appealed so frequently to the Govern- 
ment here for redres+ and protection, aud 
ing to Sir Brooke Robertson's pros 
Chinese tendencies and the delay of the 
Home Government in taking action, or em- 
powering this Goverument to do so—bavo 
80 often heen disappointed, th 
atlength arrived at the co 
exactions of the Hoppo's subordinates must 
be paid, if not too heavy, or else they 
must give up trading altogether. Numbers 
have taken the latter cours¢ We mentioned 
1 yesterday's issue a ease of the kind 
came to our knowledge through 
‘This is only a small 
|, and serves to 
tle by native trade of 
Ueing restricted. ‘The affair 
may not be worth the ex; ture of much 
timie and trouble just at thi but it 
should certainly he noted, anil a strict 
kept, #0 far ax possibie, on 'th 
of the Chinese Cust. 
at His Excellency the 
h absorbed in the question of p 
‘vedue attention to the far more 
ile of the Colony 
rs, and that when 
an opportunity occurs he will amply redeem 
the promise So emphatically made on the 
occasion of his inauguration, 





































































Dut the care 



















REUTER’S TELEGRAMS, 
(Supplied to the “Daily Press.” ) 





London, Lith September. 

ccording to a Russian official despatch, a 
general assault was made on the ‘Turkish 
positions at Plevna on the 11th instant. 

After desperate fighting the Russians sue- 
ceeded in capturing four redoubts, 

‘The Russian loss includes three generals, 
5,000 men are reported wounded ; the number 
of killed is unknown. 








15th September. 
Chief Inspector Clarke has been arrested 
for complicity in the turf fraud 
According to unofficial ‘Tui accounts, 
Mehemet Pasha’s troops are marching against 
the Russian positions at Jautra, and the 
Russian troops are falling back. 
News has been received that the Turkish 
troops have recovered three of the entrenched 
positions at Pjevua, that were lost on the 11th 














instant. ‘The Russian loss was enormous. 
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Suleiman Pasha has silenced the Russian 
batteries on Trajan’s Road. 
16th September. 
latest accounts received, 
‘at Plevna, up to the 15th 
instant, amount to 12,000 men and 300 officers. 
Besides this the Roumanians have lost 3,600 











1g to an official Turkish despatch, 
the Russians have evacuated Tirnova, 

Mehemet Pasba has defeated, with great 
loca, the Twelfth Russian Army Corps. 

18th September. 

Suleiman Pasha has captured Fort Nicholas, 
at the Schipka Pass. 

‘Mr. Stanley has crossed Africa, and arrived 
at the West Coast, He has succeeded in 
identifying the Lualaba with the Congo river. 

19th Sept. 

‘The Russian Army in Poland has 
ordered to proceed to Bulgaria, 

‘Tho army under the Grand Duko Alexander, 
heir apparent, will line [? lines] the Jantra : 
strong reinforcements have been received and 
8 great battle is believed to be imminent with 
the troops under Mehemet Pas 

Tt is officially denied that 
are marching towards the frontier. 

20th September. 

A conference which lasted for four hours 

has inten place between Princo Bismnarok aud 
r 

















ian troops 


Count Andraesy. 
Th MBicial Provincial Correspondes of 

Borlin indicates that the object of the Confer- 

‘ence was the furthering of European peace. 

The Daily News states that the attack on 
Plevna has been abandoned, 

According to information that has been 
received from Constantinople, the Porte will 
refuse to entertain any proposal for mediation 
while « single Russian remains in ‘Turkey, 
and will refuso au armistice unless it be cou: 
current with peace proposal 





















2lat September. 
‘Phe Llockade and bombardment of Plevna 
L contin 








hs troops are marching to the 
in Pa 








fhe Schipka Pass have 
gly reinforced, and tho Turks have 
abaudoned Fort Nicholas 








to an official Turki 
jion and a convoy of awn 
have arrived wi two hours march of 
Plevna, 

According to tho Russian official despatch, 
the Turks have resumed the bombardment of 
Fort Nicholas in the Schipka Pass, and have 
maile repeated and unsuccessful attempts at 
an ossault, ‘The despatch also states that 
Lowail Pasha has been defeated with great 
Joss by General ‘Tergukasow. 

Singapore, 26th 

Ton actions of the Singapore 
migrants Ordinance have been put into oper- 
ation. ‘These provide for landing, for board: 
ing and examining vessels, for opening depdts, 
payment of fees, and examination of the im- 
migrant accounts, 




















(Straits Times.) 
* London, 23rd August. 

A Russian official despatch states that 
Suleiman Pasha, with forty battslions, re- 
newed the attack on the Schipka Pass on the 
2st inst, and was repulsed, the Sighting pro- 
ceeding until after dark. ‘The Turks simul- 
tanoously advanced from Lofteha on Selvi 
‘The result of the fighting is unknown. 
Germany has madea diplomatic representation 
to the Porte respecting the treatment of the 
Russian prisoners and wounded, and has 





















asked the other Powers to concur in it. The 
Russiang are preparing for a winter campaign. 
Fighting in the Seliipka Pass was still pro- 





ceeding yesterday afternoon, A Ri 
official despatch states that 
attacks were repulsed with h 
despatch from Osman 

2ist instant he 


sance tu the westward of Ple 

















‘24th August. 
‘Phe latest Russian official despatch states 
that all attacks on the Schipka Pass have 
been repulsed, and that the Russians have 
maintained their position and have received 
reinforcements, ‘The fighting is continuous. 
‘The Turks have lost enormously, whilst the 
Russian lose is relatively stight, but many 
officers ave fallen. According to Russian 
unofficialaccounts, the Russians claim a victory 














at Selvi. Turkish unofficial accounts state 
that Mchemet Pasha has gained a brilliant 
victory at Eski Djuma. Austria and Italy 
have concurred in Germany's diplomatic re- 

resentations’ to the Porte. Sorie Greek 
Bandits, who landed at Thessaly, have been 
defeated. A Russian official despatch states 
that Tergukassow arrived at Guludji on the 
20th instant, from Judyr. 

‘The Bank of England has subscribed £1,000 
and Earl Salisbury £500 to the Mansion 
House Madras Famine Relief Fund. Public 
sympathy in England with the famine-stricken 


















has been thoroughly aroused. A Blue-book 
on Mr. Margary’s murder Las been issued, 
which contains a letter of apology from the 


Emperor of China to the Queen, and a long 
report from Mr. Wade on the Chefoo Conven- 
tion, in which he expresses an opinion that 
the ‘Chinese Embassy should be a permanent 
one, 





25th August, 

‘Mobemet Ali Pasha reports that the Turkish 
left and right wings have repulsed the attack 
of fourteen Russian battalions at Eskidj 
An official Russian despatch states that des- 
perate fighting occurred in the Schipka Pass 
on the 23rd instant, from 4 o'cloi 
morning until noon. ‘The Russians maintai 
their ground, but lost heavily. Sule 
Pasha has telegraphed an account of the fight- 
ing on the 2let instant, stating that the Turke 
scaled the heights, fought fourteen hours, and 
retained the postions they had conquered. 
‘Phe attack on the Russian entrenchments 
was unsuccessful, but he hopes to succeed 
ultimately. 









26th August, 

ral Raditeky, commanding the eighth 

army corps, holds Tirnova, Gi 
vi, and las reinforced the Russi 
ipka Pass, The vang 

right wing, which crossed the Balkans 
by the Hamboghaz Pass, is advancing towards 
Bebrova, A n official despatch admits 
a repulee at Eskidjuma, and that the Russians 
fell back pon Sultankei. 
an insurrection has broker 


















‘An official Russian despatch states that 
continuous fighting took place in the Schipka 
Pass from the morning of the 24th until the 
25th instant. A despatch from Suleiman 
Pasha states that on the 23rd iustant he re- 
sveral Kussian sorties, aud that a 
assault was made by the Turks on the 

fnesians were com- 
‘Turks now command 
‘of Russian retreat to Gabrova. A 
despatch received from Constantinople states 
that Suleiman Pasha has captured the Schipka 
Pass and has attacked Gabrova. 

27th August. 

‘The Russian General Doroschinsky bas 
been killed in the Schipka Pass, 

‘Ahmed Mukhtar Pasha telegraphe that he 

ned a brilliant victory on the heights 
o where he attacked and routed 
the enemy aftersevere fighting. ‘The Russian 
loss was 4,000, including General Tchoucho- 
vastoff, and the Turkish loss was 1,200. 

‘All the great Powers have concurred in the 
diplomatic representations made 
at Constantinople, concerning the treatment 
of Russian prisoners and wounded. 
ley’ report denies thealleged 






































is to hand from the seat of 
‘The capture of the Schipka Pass is un- 
confirmed, 

The Freuch Government have resolved to 
prosecute M. Gambetta for a speech at Lille 
attacking the Government. 





28th August. 

Dervish Pasha announces the capture of a 

redoubt upon the Russian left wing at Djian- 
guir, A Russian official despatch states that 
the Russian loss on the 25th instant, at the 
Schipka Pass, was 30 odicers and 400 meu. 
‘There was continuous fighting throughout th 
uight and until noon on Sunday. The R 
ang maintained their positions. Servia las 
resolved to militarily co-operate with the 
iaus in Bulgaria ; commands were dis- 
tributed before the declaration of war. A 
special meeting of the Skuptschica has been 
convoked. 

Tn a speech made by Sir Stafford Northcote 
at Plymouth yesterday, he said that England 
foliows a peace policy, but that, if her 
interests required it, her strength would be 
equal to the occasion. Neutrality would 


























j booty. 


be observed until friendly intervention was 
possible ini oder to end the war. 
29th August, 

An official Russian despatch states that the 
Turkish firing on Sunday afternoon and on 
Monday at the Schipka Pace was feeble. ‘The 
Porte has sent a despatch to London com. 
plaining of ‘the Greek armaments and threat. 
ening that, if the insurrection breaks out in 
‘Thessaly, Turkey will send troops to Athens, 
The British: Government has remonstrated 
with Greece; which then sent a pacific com- 
munication to the Porte. 

‘A despatch from Suleiman Pasha states that, 
after six doys’ continuous fighting with inde- 
cisive results, the Russians unsucccsafully 
attacked the Turkish positions on the heights to 
the left of the Russian positions (at the Schipka 
Pass) and commanding the Russian’ line of 
retreat. Suleiman Pasha 
ssian loss to be 3,000 killed alone. 
official despatoh states that all was quict 
on the mornin, of the 28th instant, and that 


the Russia 
ig heights, ‘Tho 
troops ‘before 











Unofficial Russian accounts stato that 
Almed Mukhtar Pasha has unsuccessfully at- 
tempted to surround the Russian position at 
Kurukdara, but that he has gained Kizeltepe, 
No official Russian despatch (on tho state of 
affaira in Armenia) has been received, 
30th August, 
A despatch from Suleiman Pasha 
that his entrenchmonts aro only 150 
from the Russian positions (in the Sel 
Pass) which are blocked on thr 



























the route to Gabrova being only 
one open. Suleiman Pasha is making efforts 
to complete the blockade. A Rou 

division has crossed the Danube to the west- 





ward of Nicopolis in order to operate in tho 
rear of Pl ‘An official Rusoian despatch 
confirms the unofficial Russian accounts tele 
graphed yesterday respecting the movements 
of Ahmed Mukhtar Pasha, Abmed Mukhtar 
Pasha reports that he buried 1,064 Rus 
at Kiziltepe. ¢ 

Slot August, 


Suleiman Pasha on the 30th maintained 
jemy in the Schipka Pass, 
ing re-commenced, A 



























Montenegrin army has raised the eioge of 
Nicksics. 
Russian official despatch 
skirmishing bas recomm: 
of Rustchak and also 
taken place between the force under 









mail 
Pasha ‘and tho forco under Tergukassow. 









General Lilikofi’s (2 Melikot 
advancing. : 
2 Turkish force from Eskidjuma orcesed 
tho river Lom, near Jaslar and defeated the 
Rassians, who were compelled to fall back 
from the Lom. A Turkish forco from Rasgrad 
advanced on Torlak and repulsed the Russians, 
besides captaring two guns, A great battlo 
in believed to be imminent, the Turks having 
resumed the offensive along the whole line, 
Lot Soptomber, 
‘Tho Turkish Commander-in-chief telegrapha 
that a strong Turkish force took the offensive 
on the 30th August, and that after nine hours’ 
Sapeak fighting at the village of Karahas- 
sanler on the right bank of the river Lom, 
which was repeatedly taken and retaken, ib 
remained in the hands of the Turke, ‘The 
Rassians retreated in disorder, pursued by 
another Turkish force until evening, and were 
‘compelled to abandon Haidarayaz, ‘The Rus» 
sian loss_was 4,000 men and an immense 
‘The Turkish loss was 3,000 men, 
Prince Charles has assumed the command of 
the combined Russo-Roumanian Corps in the 
‘Weat (of Bulgaria.) 
8rd September, 


Tho Grand Duke Michael personally com- 
‘mands the Russian Arniy in Asia Minor, ro- 
placing General Melikoft. 

‘There is a strike of 10,000 cotton spinners 


at Bolton. 
4th September. 

Monsieur Thiers died yesterday from an 
attack of apoplexy. 

Suleiman Pasha telegraphs that he has 
strongly reconnoitred the road to Gabrova and 
has dislodged the enemy near Yechilagao, 

5th September. 

‘The Turks have evaonated Soukoum Kaleh. 
































‘A Russian official despatch states that the 
Russians captured Lovatz yesterday. ‘Tho 
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Turkish Porliament is convoked for the 13th 
November. The Daily News published an 
‘account of a battle on the Slat ultimo, to ths 
enst of Plevna, and states that the Russians 
were victorious. The Turkish loss was 1,000 
men, 





‘Sth September. 
M, Thiers will receive » public funeral. 
M; Julos Gravy (the President of the ed, 


yeputies) will probably’ 
him as leader of the Republican party. 

According to unofficial Turkish soéu 
the Turks claim a victory on the plain of 
Erivan. They have reconnoitred up to the 
river Araxes, The Russians are threatening 
Sonkum Kaleb. 

‘A Russian official despatch states that the 
inaurfoctionary movement in the Caucasus 
hhaa been suppressed. 











Glipgings. 





wiy’ of extinguishing the seot of the Panthays' 
in Yunnan, or, at any rate, of proventing'their 
being distinguished from the other inbabitan 
‘They bave ordered them to wear pigtails, and 
to dress in a similar manner to the rest of the 

reple. But this is not all; no Panthay or 
Matomedan names, either of persons or things, 
aro to be recognised in any of the civil or 
criminal Courts, or in any commercial transac- 
tions, 


Tho Japan Herald to told: that the officials 
of Poking are greatly excited by the necountn 




























of tho Russian roverses, the moré 10 ad’ the 
Chinese Ge expected to heat of tI 
comp! jugation of Turkey in the frst 
ays of Angust, and that the rich provinces 
of British India would be tl 





weeks Inter of General 
fiero Sarmatian hordes. ‘Tho unlooked for 
slowness of the conqueror's march to Conatan- 
tinople’ lot the Pekingeso statesmen’ breathe 
moro freely for a while. Ruosia haa béen for 
years past tho nightmare of the Chitiese high 
officials, and tho anti-human Turk haa a largo 
numbér of sympathisers’ in the capital of 
Kublai Khan, 


H.M.S, Gurlew, Captain Church, which 
ved at Hongkong on Tuesday evenin, 
th July leat for tho Sulu Talands 
eontionof thoprotocalrecently 
eh Great Britain, Gérmany, 
Tt was'found that the treaty 
1d, and the British vedi 
ely botween the Salta: 
8 port of Sulu. W. 
undoratand that the Curlew went round to the 
south side of the island of Sulu to communicate 
with the British vessols there, and while there 
Captain Church commiunicated with theSultan, 
Tho British steamers Pontiniae and Far Hast 
were there and found no obstacle in ‘the way 
of trido on cithor side of the island. There 
was m6 fighting going on, and trade was 
unrestricted, ‘The Curlewon her return called 
at Labuan and Manila,—Daily Press. 


























It is interesting to’ note, in view of the 
recent telegram declaring the Porte's un- 
‘willingness to listen to mediation, the terms 
which it is said to be willing to accept. 
‘These are translated by the Whitehall 
Review from the Turkish official organ, 
the Baskiret, and must be admitted to be 
tolerably comprehensive. They aré such 
as might be dictated to Russia completely 
conquered, but Would even then bé hardly 
allowed by other European Powers :— 

1.—Independence of the Caucasian popu- 


lations from the Black Sea to the Caspian. |" 


2.—Annexation to the Ottoman Empire 
of the Russian province of Tiflis, which, by 
the establishment of the independence’ of 
the Caticasus, will bo virtually separated 
from the central Government. 
_3.—Establishment of a line of fortifica- 
tions along the Pruth, to be garrisoned by 
Ottomani ‘troops, the” incapacity’ of the 
Wallachians to defenid their territory being 
netorious, and admitted even by them- 
ives, 






left'| anchor in th 





4.—The of these garrisons to be 


expense 
defrayed by the United Principalities, 
‘whose annual tribute shall be proportion. 
ally increased. 





ion by Russian war-ves- 
sels to be forbidden in the Black Sea, the 
Sei-of Azof, and all the great rivers which 
are their tributaries ; this clause to apply 
to all the arsenals and dockyards at present 
Delonging to Russia along these waters. 

7.—The evacuation of the Khanats of 
Turkestan by Russian troops, and the re- 
cognition oftheir independence, 

}.—The restoration of the Crimea to the 

9.—The reconstruction of Poland as a 
-distinct State, with an autonomous and 
independent government. 


A private letter from a resident in the 
Bonin Islands, dated 19th August, and 
blished in the Japan Herald, contains the 
Koulowing particulars :—The arrival of the 
mail steamer having been delayed some 40. or 
80 days after the ordinary date; 1 supposed 
this must bo in consequence of the troubles in 
the South-West, and was filled with anxiety, 
I bave not seen a newspaper eince tie 

beginning of April, and 
ignorant of the state of 
‘and above this, our provision g well 
nigh come to an end, we, instead of idly wait 
ing for the arrival of the vessel, held a general 
meeting, and resolved to go forth each day at 
dawn, bearing our spades and hoes, to a place 
toms 20 cho amonget the hills, We here set 
about tilling a wild moor, and sowed potato 
and Indian corn. We thus occupied oursely 
Fro work our res 







































ngth. Atlength, yesterday, 18th Augus 
having gone to our work in the early 
niorning, and tilled a piece of Jand one tan 
in size, we ascended a high peak at abont 
11 o'olock, when we perceived what appeared 
to be black smoke rising into the air from 
behind Hanaré-jima, to the north 
declared it to be the smoke from a steamer, 
it was only a cloud ; but while we 
wore still discussing the matter the shape of 
vessel came into sight. Forgetful of our 
fatigue, we rushed down the bill me of us 
‘went off to pilot her in, while others changed 
their clothing The vessel at length cast 
barbour, and we received our 
public snd private letters, the perusal of 
i emotions in our breasts, 
‘ils again to-morrow, 
re of correspondence prevents my send. 
ry minute particlars, From the end of 
ill the middle of July, the thermometer 
has stood at 82 or 83. After that it fell to 
77 or 78, but has not once more risen to 82, 
For oue day only it marked 86. 















































BIRTHS. 
At Shanghai, on the 28th September, the 
wife of Wittuix Forrester, of a son. 
‘At Shangliai, on the 3rd Oct, the wife of 
B.D. Bexsasa Esg., of a son. 
‘At Hankow, on 17th September, the wife of 
‘T. Wrarnerstos, of a daughter. 


MARRIAGE. 

On the 2ud Aug., at Dumbleton, Gl 
tershire, by the father of the bride, asi 
by the Rev. E. E. Allen, brother to the 
bridegroom, Ctzwext Fraxcts Roattity 
ALLEN, of Her Majesty’s Consular Service, 
China,’ third son of the Inte Lancelot Baugh 
Allen, of Dulwich, and of Cilhiw, Pembroke- 
shire, to Eprra Louisa, third daughter of the 
Rev, Robert Wedgwood, lector of Dumbleton. 


DEATHS. 

At Shanghai, on the 23rd Sept., Captain 
‘Writraat Tare Kinny, aged 34 years, 

AtSbanghai, on the 23rd September, Attce, 
Munearer, the beloved (twin) daughter of 
James and ‘Cécile Porter, aged 2 years and 1 
month, 

‘At Shanghai, on the 28th Sept., FREDERICK, 
‘the eldest son of John and M. A. Garthwaite. 

















’—Aged 10 years and 3 months, —(Home papers 


please copy.) 





At Tientsin, on the 25th September, Jastes, 
tho infant son of James and Elizabeth Watts, 
aged 10 months. 

‘At Dvblin, on the 12th August, at the 
residence of ‘her Grandfather, Macarz, the 
youngest and dearly beloved daughter of 
Henry J. Meade. Aged 8 years. 

PASSENGERS. 
Deeantep. 

Per str. Kiangching, for Hankow—M 
Zimmermann, Thompson and Knox, 
Nanzing, for Chefoo—Mr. and 
ubie. For Tientsin—Mesers, Sebultze 











. Europe, for Fooshow—Messrs, J. 
Y. Gardiner, A. ‘Lister, H. G. Phipps, F. 
Shaw, F. J, Sears, and W. Maltman. 

Per str. Hesperia, for London—Commander 
Reiche, Lieut. Rudiget, Dr artner, Pay- 
masters Acheson and Hanseliug, and Messrs, 
Becker and Haei 

Per str. Saikic 




















ig. 
Maru, for Nagasaki—Mr, 
and Mise Shinagawa, Messrs. B. Wyper, and 
Ueno. For Hiogo—Mise Freeman and‘ 
Mansfield, and Mr. W. W. Hyde. For Yol 
hama—Mrs, Sutzkee and child, Dr. Gottburg, 
Dr. 8. B, Brown, and E, Burchard. 
ARRIVED. 

Per str. Nagoya Muru, from Japan—Mre, 
Damaresq, Colonel Knox, Capt. Paul, Dr. 
Bradley, Messrs, Furlonger, Freemav, U.S.N., 
Hollins, Thompson, Powell, Fentum, aud 
Zimmermavn ; 1 Europoan. 

Per str. Tientsin, from Swatow—Mr. and 
Mrs, Forrest, 

Per str. Fungshun, from Tientsin and Che- 
foo—Messra, Shaw and Sears, 
























Per str. Shanghai, from Hankow—Mr. Rider, 
Per str, Hankow, from Hankow—Mr. Pugh, 

From Chinkiang—Messra, Colby and N. 
joller. 


Per str, Loudoun Castle, from Japan— 
Messrs. Green, Brown, Smith and Kirby. 

Per str. Appin, from ‘Vientsin and Chefoo— 
Rer. Mr. Barrett, Rev. Mr. Archibald, Messrs, 
D. Jones and G. Reeve 

Per str. Chi from Chefoo—Rev. Mr. and 
Mrs. Innocent and family. 

Per str. Chin-tung, from Tientsin and Chefoo 
—Messrs. G. B. Glover and Bredon. 

Per str. Yanglsze, from Hongkong—Rev, P. 
Mutel, Messrs. R. A and Goldsmith 

Per’ str. Sin Nanzing, from ‘Cientsin and 
Clefoo—Mersrs, Hart, MeLeod, Harrison, 
Anderson, Carles aud ‘Tiefenbacher, 

Per str. Haeshin, from Chefoo—Messrs, J. 
D. Clark and F. Hoyt. 

Per atr. Tunsin, from Hankow—Viscount 
Sonbrei 

Per str. Haining, from ‘Tientsin and Chefoo 
<Mr. and Mrs. F. B, Jonson and maid, 
Messrs, Telge and Cowie, 

































Per ‘str. Geelong, from Singapore — Mr. 
Unwin, Prom Hongkong—Messrs, J. Heg- 
J. W. Midgeley, - 


nd H. H. Joseph. 
, Ningpo, from Hongkovg—Rov, Mr. 





Per str. Glenartuey, from London—Mr. 
Holm: 

Per str. Hantow, from \Wuhu—Mr, Lovett. 

Leavixe. 

Per str. Khiva, for Southampton—Miss 
Cooper, Mr. H. Cooper, Mr. D, Scott. For 
Caleutta—Mr. W. Leslie, For’ Hongkong— 
Mrs. J. R. Ross, Messrs. G. McBain, W. H. 
Colling, H. Annis, R.A. Edmonds, A. 
Furlongh, Keller, Ling-Look and Yamadey 














| 
‘Ther Hygrom- 


previous 24 hours, 
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SHANGHAI, 3ep OCTOBER, 1877. 


Annivats—The MM, steamer Yang.Tse and P. & O, steamer Geelong, with London mails of the 10th and 17th 
Angust respectively. The steamers @lenariney and Braemar Castle, and sailing ship Wylo, from London. 





PIECE GOODS.—The interval which has elapsed since 22nd ultimo has not been distinguished by any marked increase in our import 
business, nor are the signs of improvement more numerous or better defined to-day than they were then. 

Of the principal Cotton staples Drillings only can lay claim to having been in current request, and even that prop of the market 
giving out; in the article is on the wane ; the demand for it has slackened, and tho iast sales of it establish a decline in 
ues of 2 a 3 car per piece for English, and 5 cands. per for Dutel id American. is the result of unfavorable ad\ 
from ‘Tn re things are eaid to bo in a very unsatisfactory state, and the prospects bad, ‘The settlements of all kinds 

mateil at 30,000 pieces, anid of these 15,000 aro American, and 4,000 pieces Dutch, which have been sold down to Tis, 2.85 and 2.80 
piece for Massachusetts and Boott makes of the former, and Tis. 2.25 per piece for Gelderman’s of the latter, Ti 
WINKIANG traders havo taken nearly all the English Drills sold, and it is entirely owing to that demand, coupled 
receipts and stocks that the prices for these have been #0 well sustained. 


Toans and Sheotings.—These havo not receive ardent notes. Yet business has taken plac in both artsls, ond there would, probably, 
have been more done in Jeans, had ownersbeen a little more yielding. Some of them, however, despised ‘the day of small thinge,” 
and their opportunity has apparently slipped, for the moment at least, Good medium makes have been wanted, and only such taken 
at Tis, 1.46 a 1,48 per piece, For Sheetings—English.—Oceasional low offers wero made, and the dealers managed to secure a few fair 
ordinary 15:lbs, at Ts, 2.224 per place, which dgare as been carefully used by them in their endeavours to get more, The total sales 
aro reported as 9,000 pieces, and of these over 6,000 pieces are American, tho latest quotations for which, by sale, being Tis. 2.92} propor- 
tion for Jndian Head and Lion ; and Tis, 2.85 for Lion and the Flying Horse. 

Groy Shirtings, White Shirtings, 2 it is necessary to say something about these, but in reality thero is very 

Thioto be seid in reerence to Of them, "We take no noto of time bué from isos” and this truism, subject towelight alteration 
to each article. Business in all has been most conspicuous by its absence.—8}-Ibs Grey Shirt 
ving when commenting upon the auctions past and to come, and then the ol 
conversation were the fall in the prices established, and the further decline in prospect. Of 7-Ibs. a small supply has bi 
‘Tis, 1.06 down to Tl. 1,00 per piece for Pillar and tho lower grades. 6-lb. Red Pheasant sold at auction at full prices, and a little 
Dusiness has been done in heavy goods of fine make at Tis. 2.9% for Gold Dragon and Tis, 2.574 for F.P.P, Lagle, 


White Shirtings—Neglectoa until the other day when s line—3,650 picces—of true 64-roed—Llankee—was sottled at Tle, 2.08 por piece, 
About the opening of the period under review some 4,000 pieces—64-reed—(Stowart’s Lion and flag standard) wero passed off at Tis, 1,42 
por piece, which rate it would be very diffioult—impossible almost—to get to-day. 

7-Cloths.—G-lbs. have been in moderate favour, and, on the whole, have fairly maintained their position ; ind 
the bent of th For Red Pheasants, Tl. 0. Stewart's Green Turkey, Tl. 0,80 por piece, and for similar counts 
‘Tl, 0.79 a 0.78 per piece have been the currencie it is hardly necessary to speak. ‘They have been sold in little lots, 
and prices generally have favoured buyei 


Fancy Cottons.—Sales and resales establish Tl, 0 18 a 0.19 por yard as tho valuo of good 26 in. Velveteens, and sille fin 
{2100 doz.) have changed ownership at Tl. 0.6.0 per doz. ‘Turkey Reds, Velvcte and blue Handkerchiefs, an will bi 
auction particulars, have all declined, but Gentian Shirtings shew better values, sales having been effected at Tle, 2.30 and ‘Tle, 2.40 for 
fine quality and favourite chops, and the quotation for H.D.B, Italian Cloths, black, is now Tis, 6.35 per piece, Damasks, Brocades, 
Chintes, He ueglected, excepting where a chesp bargain. may have tickled the cupidity ofa speculator and even then busines aeldom 
transpires 


‘Woollens.—Long Els. —A moderately steady enquiry has provailed for Scarlet, aud prices showing a slight rise upon those of lest mail 
day are now obtainable, Canlets and S; ripes. For both the market has been quiet but steady, and previous quotations hav 
maintained, ‘Tere were no Spanish Stripes auctioned yesterday, and that circumstance has thrown the demand more into. pri 
channels, Inferior brands are nsked for. For Lastings—The prices have fluctuated a little ; first rising, then falling and again advanoing 
until at date the situation is but little changed from what it was on this day fortnight, Private holders have extracted better terms from 
buyers, however, Small eales of imitation Russian Cloths at ‘Tis. 224 a 234 per pices are recorded, and of good and well assorted Tientain 
pattern Figured Orleans at Vis. 3.00 a 3.20 per piece. Iu Lustres and Crapes there has been nothing doing. 



































































10d Handkerchiefs 
n from tho annexed 































































































































Scarlet, [Dark Bive,| Geatian. | Green, | Orange. | ash, | white, | Parpte, 
Camlets, Retail pr 13.2.7 | 12.294] 12.7.5 | 11.3.0 | 13.0.7 12.6.5 
Long Ells, ” 666 | 725 | 650 | 725 | 725 | . 7.5.0 
Spanish Stripes, 0.5.45 | 05.0 | 05.3] 05.7 | 05.5 |05.9) 05.74) 0.5.6 
Fou-Sixe, Dk. Blue,|Gentiau.| Green. | Orange. |Ash.|White| Purple. | Black. |Brown|Mauve, 
Auction 24th ‘ulto, — “| ea 
ORO ice: [i saatices Uf) arene A jusegge | aest | ien, | tae Poet: BiesoahY aaiet 
One ns een en een eer en (res ey 
Kix-Mixo, 25th ulto, 
Camlets C.P.H. p. pee. ¥|  13.25/274) 260 
Long Ells y, 55 5} 6.62/6.63 bod 
Lasting, Lion 5, g,| 
Rieph Sales, Pes.) 
” lephant p. pee. 
Eagle oe ee 280 
w» Eagle p. pee. 
oe salen pes. i 
instant. 5/303 |19.0; 
Camlets C.P.H. p. pec. 11.35/32 |13.073 12.094073 ha.soyse 
Sales, pes. 20 | 40 2 1 580 
Lasting, Lion _p. pec. 
Sales, pes. 100 
y Elephant p. pec. ‘£) 80 
” Bagle p. pee. 9] 
Sales, pos... { 80 
Long Ells C.P.H.p. peo.) 6.64/6.66 500 
Yvrn-Fone, 27th ulto, 
Camlets 8.8.6. p. poe. ) 12.824/90 |11.00  [12.524/45|11.375/30 |rsoonzory| ... |... freazy40 pomiaTy 13.20 600 
Sales, pes...| 240 60 1 30 30 4 2% | 30 10 es 
Sp. Stripes T.T.B. p.ya.'¥) 0.564/0564| 0.563 | 0.518 | 0.58 | 0.56 0.593] 0.593] 0.58 | 0.58 ‘378 
Sales, pos...| 162 36 126 9 9 oi 91 9 9 a 
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Avcriox Saxzs oF Corrox Goops— 
“ Buh Sing.” —24th ultimo— 

Garey SHIRTINGS—S4-lbs. Red Lion, 1,000 pieces, Tis. 1.523 a 1.53} per piece, and 6-lbs. Red Pheasant, 1,000 pieces, at Tis, 1.00 a 
1,003 per piece. Jzaxs—8-lbs, Green Peacock, 1,250 pieces, at Tle. 1.243 a 1.25 per piece. HaNpsencurers—28-inch, 1,000 
dozens, at Ti. 0-48 per dozen. 

Ast instant— 

Gney Suiarixes—Sf-lbs, Red Lion, 1,000 pieces, at Tle. 1.514 a 1.52 per piece, and 6-lbs. Red Pheasant, 1,000 pieces, at Tl. 1.005 
per piece, Wuire Suirriscs—Flag chop, 1,000 pieces, at Tis. 1.30} a’ 1.31 for 56-reed, and ‘Tis. 1.42} a 1.424 for 64-reed, 
HANDKERCHTERS—28-incb, 1,000 dozens, at TI, 0.45} per dozen. Veivers—22-inch Lie Woman, 125 pieces, at Tl. 0.15.8% 
per dozen, : 

“ Van Loong.” —24th ultimo— 
Guey Suinrixas—G-lbe. Lie Zagle, 500 pieces, at TI. 0.97 per piece. Dnrtxs—l4-Ibs. Dragon, 2,500 pieces, at Tis. 1.85 a 1.86} per 
ece, 
Piet inetant— . 

Gnex SammtEos—G-lbs, Lie Hagle, 500 pieces, ab TL0.964 per piece, Dasias—I4lus, Dragon, 2,550 pieces, at Ts. 1.824 « 1.824 for 
‘Best, aud Ts, 1,78} for Common. T-Ciorns—B-lbs. 710 Cash, 1,000 pieces, at is. 1.36 « 1.35f per piece. Jzans—8-1bs, 
Peacock, 500 pieces, at Tis. 1.46} per piece. Vaxvers—22-inch Lie Woman, 300 pieces, at Tl. 0.15.34 3.15} per yard, Wrire 
Sumrnves—64-reed Tio Gash, 250 pieces, at Tis. 1.354 per piece. 


«Kin Ming.” —25th ultimo— 
Gnuy Surnt1Nos—B}-lbe,, 11,100 pieces, at Tis. 1.783 for Gold Eagle, Ts. 1.764 for Red Ram, Tis. 1.714 for Red Eagle, Tis, 1.553 for 
‘Green Ram, Tis. 1.533 a 1,533 for Red Lion, Tis. 1.424 a 1.424 for Blue Lion, Tie. 1.334 a 1.34 for Green Lion, and 9}-lhe, Red. 
Peacock, 480 pieces, at Tis. 1.81} per piece, T-Crorms—T-lbs., 1,700 pieces, at Tis, 1.233 a 1.23 for Red Eagle, Tle, 1.240 
1.24} for Rising Sun. 
2nd instant— a 
Grey Sutwmnos—8}-lbs., 15,750 pieces, at Tis. 1.31} @ 1.313 for Green Lion, Tis. 1.39} for Blue Lion, Tis, 1.514 for Red Lion, 
"Pls, 1.55 for Green’ Ram, Tle, 1,553 for Blue Eagle, “Tis. 1.77 for Red Ram. 'T-Cuorms—T-lbe, 1,150 pieces, at Tle, 1,05 for 
Green Ram and Green Eagle, Tis, 1.243 for Red Eagle, Ta. 1.254 for Rising Sun. a 

“ Puen Fong.” —27th ultimo— 

Grey Suretnvas—8}-Ibs. House, 1,000 pieces, at Tls, 1.224 per plece. 
‘MiscELLaNzous— 

Turkey Rep Campnycs—Fisherman, 1,740 pieces, at Tis. 1.414 a 1.35} for 2-Ibs, 
‘Tle, 1,563 @ 1.52 for 2i-lbs. ; Green Joss, 23-Ibs. (with all faults}, 400 piece: 
chops (fents), 550 pieces, at Tis. 1,24 a 1.30 for sundry weights, VeLvETs—22-inch Black Lie Woman, 150 pieces, at TI, 0.15 per yard, 
Doton Jeaxs—(eea damaged), 900 pieces, at Ts. 1.54 « 1.00 pe piece, Gury Smumrnss-S|lbs., 3,760 pleces, at Ts, 1.218 ¢ 1.225 
for Rabbit, Tle, 1.20.0 1,20 410th for Silver Pheasant, Tle. 1.614 for Horse and Jockey, ‘is, 1.49% for. Pagoda’ aud with all fault 
3,200 pieces, at Tie. 1.10 a 1.17 for Red Dove, Tis. 1.49 a 1.52 for Lion aud Bale, aud 7-lbs, sound Dewhurst’s Bagle, 500 pieces, ab 
‘Tis, 1.314 per piece, HavmERcmers—28-inch, 2,000 dozens, at Tle, 0.45 per dozen. 

Acontoare oF Auction Sates since 21st ultimo— ) 

Grey SurnrExos—All weights, 40,000 pieces, Wurre Smrarixcs—56 and 64 reeds, 1,250 pieces, T-Crorus—All weights, 3,850 pieces, 

Druts—l4-1bs., 5,050 pieces, JEaxs—S-lbs., 2,650 pieces, Vzvers—22-inch, 675 pieces. Torney Reos—All weights, 2,544 pieces, 

Hanpxencuters—38-inch Blue, 4,000 dozen, 


























. 1.489 a 1.449 for 24-1 1.50} 1.47 for 2}-Ibs., 
it Tis, 1.72} @ 1.64 per piece, and Sun and Bull Head 
























































































































QUOTATIONS—Dory Paw, Dory.* QUOTATIONS—Dory Pam, Dory. 
@, B, Geev Suieras— me, Tla.m. c mc. Te mcs 
ie 39 in, 384 yda.......¥ por pas i) Dnarries, MS 3de 37 in... 15 0.0.64 per pee, 
' 0.9. in, 4. 
2 LBL Mustins, 12 yds, 42in. nom. , 0.6.0 0.0.35 4, 
"Lo Yanx—Corrox—Nos. 28 @ 32 65.0.0 0.7.0" pot pol. 
2 ze 
HEE |} aos meen etal OO 
Mepium & Buoav Corus # y4.0.7.0 
2.5 4) 1.8.5 Spanian SrRires 4.8 5 
vy 18.5 yy 140 a. 20.5.5 O12 18 
64, no 14.3.5, 1.6.5 » BB. n» 0.5.6 2 
64 5, Beat €G6iteed,, 5, 1.7.0, 20.3 Lovo Euts— a 
86 B'80 roe mm 198 250) Scarlet, 24yrd. HH z 
Bos iy 225 yy 2.80 » OPH . 
Deputy Ain (O5aibin Ib. nom. 2.7.5 9, 2.9.5 gu bd 
nglish, |, 14a 15-Ibs,,..1.7.8 », 2.2 : 
Do, ‘Fine'to Finest ,, 2407 260|¢ O10 Assorted, Hi Nowl, 0.0.45 | § 
Dateh, 13 a 144-Ib 2.1.5 5, 2.3.0 » OPH 3 
Juans, Dh, Bost, 30y 4,80in,Shiive2.0.0 5, 2.1.0 » GG & 
Roglih yy yy $4 SUlbe.u1-28 5, L85|% 0.074 » ou & 
American), yyw 1.7.0 }, 2.3.5 oi a 
Baxrrinas— Lasrixos, 30 ydn op: ae 
Anr,, 40yds, 36 38iu, 15Ibs. ...2.8.5 1,295.51) 9.9.5 Cuare Lastixas, 30 yds.nm, ,, eH 
ae ee ae Ielbe, 220 7255 |} 008 Gears Losrnes a 
a i—Do. jk ” 
G-lbs,24yas. 8210. Ora 0.7.5, 5 Onuzana-—Big,,30 yd.” "” 0.2.0 por pee, 
Feb. 243d. 32in, Ord 0.9.0 anu Special Colors & Patterns |, 
6-Ibs, Mi . . iad 
® 10:3 Metals and Sundries, 
8 to 8}-Ibs, 13.5 0.08 QoroKSILVER «....4. uoD2.pr pel.54.0. 2.0.0 per pel. 
Better kinds and XX 1.7.0 ks ” Tuy Prates—14 x 10...prbor, 4.1. 0.4.0 
Hanvexroninrs— Small, ; 4.0 
Blue 28 a 31 in. 04,2 Inox Wimz—No. il... 
Brown... 0.4.0 { 12/16. 0.2.5 ” 
Srorren Sunrises, White ¥ pe.1-8.0 mnanre Tox, Fon! 
yed, 23 srarTs Tix, Fong Hing. 
Brovapes—White,40yds. ;, 1.9.0 Fok Chok. 125, 
Dyed. 2.6.0 Common cho} 
Damasas, Dyed, 3.6.0 ae 
Gaxrian Saierines 2 Be Yb 
Onrwrz—Assorted 1 
» 0.0.7 per 30 yde. ” 
TuRkbs,24y82aatb S20 node 
Rebs, 24yd.2a31b.32in,nom. 
Det epee 0.1.5 per pee. 
Vauvers—Black, 22 in... ¥ yd. O18 5 ae 
Vatvereens—Black, 18 in.,, aus 12k 
26 in. 5, MEP 8 
Buve Devas .. » 0.0.34 per 30 yds. 
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QUOTATIONS—Dory Pam. Dory. QUOTATIONS—Dory Pam, 
Dome, Tm. 
“ Tm.c. Teme. | Ts. m.e. Sarax Woop— 
Leaps B........, nom, 5.3.5 to 5. 3 pieces to the pica, 2.8.0 to 3.0.0 
‘Common Brande "5: O25 “perpel ee an & iil, oy 180 yr 240 








Cortex, Common, New. 



























Medium 035 5 
040 
020, 
ire ” { 003 4, 
{ 0.20» Coars,Cdiff(to arriveyt... 95 
0.1.2 ‘American .. 
0 Sydney (B 
Com 88. 
i oe ‘Takasima ange] 0.0.5 por ton, 
Japan. 
Perrer—Black 036 Formosa. 7 } 
Whit 0.5.0 
Rartaxs—Com ‘Waxpow Giass— 
Good to 015 Large box. 2.9.0 ,, 0.1.5 por box. 
Beat Small 1 24.5 5 100 aq, foot 








* Haikwan Sycee Tls. 100=Shanghai Currency Tis. 111.40. + Cargo quotations, 











METALS,—A very depressed market sll round, and rates lower. Lead.—L.B, has been sold at Tle, 6,40 per picul for cash, and tho 
article is on offer at Ts!, 5.42 per picul—3 weeks prompt. A considerable advance in value has, been. telegraphed frov: home, but our 
stock frightens holders, Nail-ftod Jron—Forced sales are the order of the day, and benco there is but little stability in prices, ‘The 
business is set down at over 10,000 bundles at Tis. 1.65 for Belgian, and Tis, 2.30 per picul Dawes’, good assoriment, Botween 300 
and 400 tous of old Boiler Plates have changed hands at Tis. 1.20 per imilar cargo was saleable at Tis, 1.40.and better, 
Stocks of Nail-Rod Jon here are about double what they were at this Zin Plats, Tin and Quicksitver. All quic!, 
and in the abseuce of business no reliance can be placed on to-day’s quotations, 

FREIGHTS.—Madagrscar, German steamer, 884 tons, Wubu to Whampoa and Cantot 
“American barque, 404 tons, Newchwang to Swatow, 23 lay days, $0.23 per picul ; Katie 
to Chefoo, 10 lay’ days, $1,000, in full, Newchwang to Swatow, 18 lay days, $0.25 ‘liam, British brig, 254 to jasnki to 
Chefvo, 14 lay days, $856, in full, Newchwang to Swatow, 16 lay days, $0.24 per picul ; Vesta, American brig, 300 tous, Newehwang to 
Swatow, 18 lay days, $0.25 per picul ; @. 7. Ray, British barque, 356 tons, Newchwang to, Swataw, 20 lay day: ir picul ; Avona, 

argue, 606 tous, Nagataki and beck, 20 ay days, 61680, in fall; Inheriance, Brtighbarque, 387 toot, Nagasakl and back, 16 

» $1.90 per ton, 

COTTON.—The accounts of the new crop are very variable, and great uncertainty continues to prevail in reference to tho ultimate yield, 
‘bub all ‘agree that the caterpillar has doue much harm, in that it has completely denuded the atalke of all folis sing tho still 
green pods, piculs upon piculs of which will never ripen, and thoso which have strength enough left them to burst will yield an inforior 
Staple.” ‘There las been a fair business dove, and prices are 3 a4 mace per picul higher than they wore ten Gays ago, 

COALS.—This import was not in our mind’s view when wo penned the preamblo to the present report. Excitement hae characteris 
CoAL market, aud a large speculative business has heen put through, prices shewing an advance of fully TI. 0.76 per tou, All kinds 
in demand at quotations, and a heavy contract for Takasima bas been entered into—6,000 tons—half large and half dust, as fast as it can 
be delivered, at Tis. 6.25 and ‘Ils. 5.25 per ton. ‘The output of the Japanese mines at the present moment is exceedingly smal), aud 
overything poiuts to enbaneed pric: 

EXCHANGE.—An advanco in Indian sterling rates bas caused a corresponding upward movement here, to-day’s quotations being jd. 
icher tau dhone last reported. On India, a fair business has beeu done iu Bank Demand Drafta, at Re, 302, and Telegraphic ‘Tra ite 
at Rs. 300, On Hongkong, quotations are unchanged. 


Statement of Imports and Deliveries of Cotton and Woollen Piece Goods from 20th September to 1st October, 1877, 
compiled from the ‘Customs Daily Returns,” Nos. 217 to 226, both Nos. inclusive. 









ecentl, 





atch, Tle, 0.25 per pical ; Morro Castle 
American schooner, 472 tons, Shanghai 
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Re-Exports AND THEIR DEsTINATION. 

















Goons. z i 3 
i a : 
Groy Shirtings Pos. 3,350| 1,350) 
‘T-Clothe ” 2,720) 
White Shivtings 4 300) rae 
1,095) 1 600, 


Drille, English 
Di 


Bugl 
Do.,’ American... 
Sheetings, Engl 
Do,’ American. 
Dyed Shirtings 3s 
Brocades & Sp. S'tings, White ,, 
” was Dyed. 
Damaske, Dyed. 
Chintzo: 
Turkey Red Shirtings- 
Velvets 
Velveteous 
Handkerchiefs 
Musli 
Dimitie: 
Spanish Stripes. 
fedium aud Broad Cloth 
Camlets 
Long Ells 
Lastings .. 
Crape Las 
Lustres, Plai 

















120) 














he Grape «. 
Lead in Pigs 
Trou —Nail Ri 
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‘STOOKS AT DATE, BASED ON 





















































‘DELIVERIES. - Thgports. Cuauzer or Commence Rerorns DATED 
Ist Jax., 1877. 
Goopa, cage 
From 20th. jy 3 * inst 
tors Oct) SOM ETT | uhoatel 7 and 62% 1870, 
Grey Shirtings 139,510 | 4,168,426 | 1,453,100 | _ 257,800 | 643,700 
T.Clothi 118,282 | 2,070,570 | "701,200 | 334,000) 521,500 
White St a30| “sigalg | 6800 152,500 
Drills, English. 30 
Do, America 4305 | 187,194 28,000 266,500, 
Joane, English 25,270 | 274036 | 112,400 17,900 
tings, ; 
Dow, American and Goutiventals 174,606 | 33,100 10,900 
Dye Shirtings : 11,299 2 200 12,700 
Brooudes and Spoiicd Shige, While an {3 3,400 
ks, Dyed » 12,614 28 
Chintees 106,834 | 35,900 
‘Turkey Red Shirtinga .. 85,011 50,500 
Velvets.. 47,815 6,200 
Hanikerehi 21si0| sigses | 1s2'100 
dierohiets I! r 2,1 18,700 
Moline 29,804 6,700 3,800 
P 5,336 4,500 
2,495 37,084 6,100 
4133 25,540] 18,500 
4870 | 70,247 12,000 
4720 | 74,580 9,800 3,600 
3,450 | 43,510 13,800 4,500 
3,710 ‘- 
10,447 3,800 
4075 | 115,375 | 25,300 
500 7,987 3,100 
he. 1,619} 76,928 9,452 | 93,624 3 
Tron—Nait Roa don! 75,165! 19,420 | 220,718 




















* Exclusive of Import Oargoos ox Saracen, Edward Barrow, Madagascar, Glenartney, Yangteé, Wylo, Geelong, Braemar 
Castle, soveral Coasters, and of sundry Re-exporta, 

+ Difforonces—oxce: u the stocks of Jd ahd unsold on Slst December last, as showa by tho tables compiled by 
Tmysolf, nul those given in the list ised by the “Chamber of Commerce” on 17th January last. See */Shaughai ‘Trade Report,” 
No. 288, p. . The extimaed stocks at date, as above sated are based upon the ist isued by the Chamber of Gonmeree; but that, 
in several of the more important items, is believed to be incorrect, inasmuch as certain Chinese, who were heavy holders, were not called 
upon for, and did not render any Returns at the close of last year. Thus the basis being faulty, the superstructure is imperfect, and 
these diferences must be aulded to it by the concerned, if Uiey would know the actual position of stocks, at date, or the closest 
approzimation thereto that can be made with the resources at the command of the public. 














EXPORTS. 


SILE.—Only a moderate business took place for the French mail of the 23rd ult. ; settlements were confiued to $00 bales, 
‘and included Black Lion chop No. 4 and Green Zebra No, 1 Teatloos at Tis. 360 (16s, 9d.), aud some market silks at 
‘Tle, 825 (158, 2d.) for common, showing a decline of Tis. 10 a 15 per picul on the previous fortnight’s purchases, 

‘hore has since boon w cousiderablo amount of speculation amongst natives and a fair demand for foreign oxport at 
gradually hardening rates, natives rofusing to soll for a couple of days in consequence of a hurried purchase of market chop 
Tontloos on a basis of Tis, 410 for Blue Elephant, showing a reaction of Tis, 25a 30 per picul. Foreigners however seem by 

nelined to yo on al these quotations, aud the market closes very quiet aud with signs of weakness. Coarse silk has 

met with a littl G0 (12s. 9d.) for fair 9 X 12 moss, Tle: 270 (12s, 10d.) for fair Chin-cwnns and. ‘ia, 343 

(163, 24.) for market No, 1 Kahing Taysnams. 
‘Amonggt the purchases during the past ton daj 

Basan Be 
Gat and Beo, No. 4 
Shao Elephant 
Biel Chop Bg ing 
8.3.3. i . 




































Market No, i Kahing Tassaama 
Fair 9x12 Sons. 


Mineuo Yalow Su 


thus instancing the fluctuation that has taken 


mail s.s. Nagoya Maru left yestorday with 117 bales of re-recls for New York purchased at unchanged rates. 
Sottlements since the 15th ult, ar 


bout 1,750 bales giving a total of 9,250 to date against 53,000 last year, 37,500 in 
1876 and 46,000 in 18; 
‘Tho unsold stock is about 16,500 bales. 


COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPY. 


Ocroper 4, 187. 


Annivats.—(Not reported above)—September 24th, British ship Centurion, and 29th, British ship Halloween both from Sydney 5 
27th, British barque Glimpse, from Kaipara, N.Z. 


values. 


















Deranrones.—(Not reported above)—September 23rd, British steamer Hesperia, for London and Hamburg ; 27th, British barque 
Abbey Cowper, for Portland, Oregon ; 30th, British steamer Loudoun Castle, for New York (vid Amoy.) 





‘The English mail steamer Khiva takes about 450 bales of Siux, and about 600 tons of Tea. 


‘Laxp.—Several lots of land were offered at auction Monday by Messrs. Bisset & Co., butno sale was effected ; the reserves in most 
cases being beyond the ideas of bidders. 

‘Tho first lot offered was the Chinese property situated at the corner of Foochow and Shause Roads, regiscered at the British 
Consulate as Lot No. 216, and measuring per Title Deed No. 209, 1 mow 5 fun; together with the extensive range of native 
buildings erected thereon. ‘The property is leased as a first-class native restaurant, at a rental of Tis. 2,000 per annum, payable 
quarterly in advance.—Only Tis. 11.000 was offered, and the reserve was announced as ‘Tis. 18,500. 

‘The next was a lot of land (which our readers will best recognise as Claremont Cottage) registered in the British Consulate 
as lot No. 302, and measuring, per Title Deed, 5 mow, 1 fun, 6 le, and 5 haou; together with the buildings erected thereon, consisting 
of two foreign dwelling houses, with offices and stables.—Tls. 6,500 was offered, but the reserve was Tis, 7,500, 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


312 The AC. Heald and S. C. & C. Gasette, Oc. 4, 1877. 


$.—A lot of land, registered in the British Consulate as No. 1,004, and m por Title Deed, 1 mow, 7 fun, and 4 haou ; 
situated on the North side of Woosich Road, West of Chekiang Road, and near Peking j together ‘with 20 two-storied Chineso 
houses erected thereon, yielding t presenta gross annual rental of $408. A portion of of the ground, sufficient for three more houses, 
is not yet built upon.—Tis. 1,050 was offered—reserve Tis, 2,250. 
4—Two lots of land in Hongkew near the Woosung Road, registered in the U.S. Consulate-Goneral as Lot 316, and measur- 
ing, per Title Deed, 1 mow, with 14 houses erected thereon, which yield a monthly rental of ¢40.—The reserve was announced as 
1,900, and no offer was made. 
+ Fook Iot of land. in Hongkew, near the junction of the extensions of Hanbury and Yuen Fong Roads, measuring 8 mou, 1 fun, 
3 le, "The proposed extension of Seward Road bisects the land, which is now occupied as a fer. 
6.—A lot of land on the Pootung side of the River Whangpoo, below H.B.ML's Naval Yard, mame about 39 mow, with deop 
water frontage of about 2,200 feet ; formerly the property of the Shanghai Brick & Sawmill c.—No offer. 
7.—A lot of arable land measuring about 24 mow, bounded on the north by the foregoing lot, and on the south by a village 
and property of the Catholic Missions.—No offer. 
A Jot of land at Pootung (believed to bo, somenero below the Dock) registered as lot No. 1,028, measuring por Title Deed 
18m., Tf Bl, 3h., bounded on the north by the River, on the south by a ditch and land belonging to Chinese, and on the east 


and west by Chinese owned land,—No offer. 














d. be 5a First-class Credits to Bank, 5s. 644, 


Exomaxar.—On London, Telegraphic Transfers 5s, 44d, Bank Bill 
Bank, demand, Rs, 299'a 301; 


Privato and Documentary,’ 5s. Gju. On Paris, Bank, 6.90; Private, 6.97 9 
Caleutta Bank, Rs, 299 a 301}. Ou Hongkong, Bank Bills, demand, er ce rege 278. Bullion Gold Bara, Pekin. 
Shanghai Tis, 181 per bar of 10 Tis. Shanghai weight. Bar Silver, Shanghai ‘ns T1158. a a Csnton weight, Mexican dollars, 
Shanghai Tle: 73 per 100." Carolus, Sb. ‘Tls.°85.50 per 160. Copper Gash, 1,500 per tael. 















Suarzs—Messrs, J. P. Bisset & Co, report to-day as follows 
A, & 8. Bank,—Early in last week a considerable number of shares were sold at 50 % premium for 31st December, and 51 % promium for 
49% premium, and exchange 73 ; ‘and for cash at 48% Latterly the markot has beon 











fy exchange 7: 
“A sale’ at 30} is reported. A farther return of 5 has been declared, which has caused the market to become firmer ; 
and shares are enquired for at ‘30h. 

China Coast $. N. Co.—There have beon sales at F 71, at which rate there aro buyers, 

Yangtsze Insurance Association. —A fow shares have been sold at £775, ‘They aro still wanted at this rate. 

Chinese Insurance Co.—Shares have been placed at $250. 

Hongkong Fire Insurance Co.—Sales are reported at $675 for 31st December, and $690 for Set January, In Hongkong, there have been 
sales for cash at $675. 

China Five Insurance Co.—A lot was sold on the 26th ultimo at $170 and 724, and shares continuing in demand, a salo was mado 
yesterday at $172, exchange 73. 

S. & I, Wharf Co.—Tiis stock has been in demand, A number of shares were placed at par. Buyers now offer ¥ 103, 








Wearner.—Tho weather was bright and pleasant, though warmer than last year, during the early part of the week ; but to-day is 














overcast, ‘ho thermometer has ranged between S2 and 61. 
Postriox Pen Last Rurone, | Last Drviparn, &o, 
SHARES, No, | Value, [Paid w 3 Sapekanece Pepi Gal 
P| ., [At Working! ‘To Share- [When pd. Closing, 








Account, | Date | “holders, | or due, 


Hongkong a Shanghai Banking | 
% 40,000 | $125 | $125 |g050,000.00! $14,027.45]0 June77| © £1 |22Aug.77 
} 


‘orporation 
o Steamer Companies 5 
anghai Steam Navigation Co.) 
(in Liquidation) © 22,500 F100! 30 615,002.95) ..... 130 Dec. 76] { ™rermofET°\a6 Mar. 77 


Ching Céase Stearn Navigation | 
5,000 | £100 | F100 | 62,522.10) 41,153.60;30Deo. 76 24% | 7Ian.76) 71 








Dod 
Shanghai Dock 
Pootung Dock Co. 





440 | 72500 | 500 | 87,183.54 \30 Dec. 76) e2% | 7July77| 225 


*6 LJuly77} 88 



























































































Gas. 
Shanghai Gas Co. 1,500] 100 | 100 | 26,593.81! 98,917.74'31Deo. 76, #8 [lOJuly 77] 145, 
Compagnie du Gaz “} 4000 | “#50 | “B50 | H2171-S1) 2,335.2590Dee. 76, 5% [BLAug.77) 71 
Insurance ( Marine. ) | 
China Traders’ Insurance Co., H | 
Limited .. 200 | $5,000 . $1,500 | $125,000.00) $85,073.06)30 Apl. 77] 12% {81 July 77/2,900 
ina Tusuranee Co., | | 
1875/77 1,000 | 2,000 | s£600 /2202,459.66 2°456,361.81|30 Deo. 76100 prshare|13. Apt. 77} 860 
Union Iu, Society of Canton 500 300 { .00! $119,006.38 /31 Dec. 76} sess | 950 
Yangtsze Insuratice Association! 1,200 | 22500 | y 30 Sep. 76 ae July 77) 775 
Chinese Insurance Co., Limited 1,500 | $1,000 | 30Dec. 76) °6% | 1Jan. 77} 250 
Insurance (Five) | 
Hongkong Fire Iv. Co., Limited] 2,000 | $1,000 {30 Dec. 76)+847.50 p.sh,|20 Feb. 77| 675 
Chine Ris tu: Co, Liaived "| 000 | "$900 | Stoo | $390,787 30 Deo. 76 12% |30Dec. 76) 1724 
Miscellaneous. i 
Shanghai & H’kew Wharf Co...) 2,150! £100 | 100 | 30Dec. 76, 4% 15Aug.77} 103 
Shanghai Tug Boat Asso: ‘900 | ‘100 | 100 | Nominal, 
Loans. Amount of Loan. [Nominal Value of | pate of Interest.| When Payable, Clon 
é * Bonds or Debentrs.| = 8 
i 
Shanghai Mun, Debentures—Tesue 1873, | 8 100.00 | 8% 30th April & 31st Oct. | 104 Nominal. 
73! | Bi1o0.00 | ” 30th June & Slat Dec. |100 ,, 
2 1333 | 100.00 Ss 30th June & Slat Dec. | 105 5, 
Lyceum hte Otiory Debentures... ;  £ 25.00 . nh Jane, Bh 
Preference do, | £37.50 sy Bist D 20 
ChinesoTmperial Government Loan 1874 ! £100 | 8% 30th Jane & Sist Dee. | sine” 
*Forhalfyesr. + For yoar. 








Hayxow.—The Hankow Market Report of the 28th September says ‘Tea arrivals since last issue amount to 12,294 chests, 
Settlements are 4,777 chests. ‘Transactions have been on a very limited scale, and the bulk has'beon on Russian account, Prices 
shew no alteration. Shipments on native account 8,917 chests.—There has been rather more doing in Grey Shirtings, but prices 
show no improvement. 
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oPpru™. 
RETURN FOR WEEK ENDED 297s SEPTEMBER, 1877. 


















Mauma. Parxa. Bewanes. Pansux. 

eibaine Chests. Weight. | Chests, Weight. | Chests, Weight. | Obests, Weight 

Imported anil atored on board Receiviug Ves 1,0%651,08650° | 120 4800 0 6000 me a 
Imported anil trauabipped for re-exportation 7 a 







Receiving Veseels or landed 








1.00 






Tientsin, [Newehwang.! Ningpo, | Hongkong. | Total. 
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SUBSCRIBERS COPIES 
TRHATIES 


THE EMPIRE OF CHINA 
FOREIGN POWERS, 


TOGETHER WITH 


REGULATIONS FOR THE CONDUCT OF FOREIGN TRADE, 
ARE NOW IN COURSE OF DISTRIBUTION. 


THE WORK 1S EDITED BY 


W. F. MAYERS, Esquire, 
CHINESE SECRETARY TO HER MAJESTY’S LEGATION AT PEKING, 


IHE Publication of this Work has been undertaken in order to meet a requirement long expressed 
and widely recognised. The present collection brings together and renders available for general 
purposes of reference all the TREATIES that have been concluded between CHINA and FOREIGN 
POWERS, together with the greater portion of the various REGULATIONS which have been 
successively agreed upon during the last sixteen years; and the TREATY of Peace, é&c. 
between JAPAN and COREA (Cuosex.) Several instruments, though not now in force, find 
place in the work, as the French Treaty of 1844, and the U.S. Treaty of same year; also, the 
Emigration Convention of 1866, and the Articles of Revision negotiated 1868-1869, by 
Sir Rurnzrrorp Atcocx, K.C.B. The work will be in a handy form. 


PRICE—FIVE DOLLARS PER COPY. 


PUBLISHED BY J. BROADHURST TOOTAL, AND PRINTED AT THE “NORTH-CHINA HERALD” OFFIOE, 
SHANGHAL 








Subscription Lists are open at all the Treaty Ports and at Hongkong. 
The Edition is very limited, early application desirable. 


“NORTH-CHINA HERALD” OFFICE, TRUBNER & Co., Loxpoy. 
Suaxcuat, Sth September, 1877. 
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